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>'  TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
£  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  ST.  HELENS 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Report  on  the  health  of  St.  Helens  for  the  year  1963. 

The  following  statement  shows  some  of  the  principal  statistical  rates 
during  the  past  five  years. 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

17.1 

17.5 

17-6 

18.3 

17.7 

><  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

10.8 

11.5 

12.7 

11.8 

12.4 

j  Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

24.3 

39.2 

28.3 

22.2 

26.9 

1  Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  total  births 

1.02 

0.50 

0.0 

1.0 

2.5 

Tuberculosis  death  rate  per  1,000  of 
population  . 

0.12 

0.09 

0.09 

0.11 

0.07 

The  birth  rate  for  1963  at  17.7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was 
*  lower  than  in  the  previous  year  when  it  had  reached  its  highest  since  1948.  The 
j1  infant  mortality  rate  at  26.9  per  1,000  live  births  was,  however,  increased  over 
the  previous  year  when  at  22.2  per  1,000  live  births  it  had  reached  its  lowest 
:  recorded  total  in  the  County  Borough.  An  analysis  of  the  figures  revealed  one 
striking  and  simple  fact  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  prematurity  in  1963 
was  twice  that  in  1962.  It  has  been  mentioned  year  after  year  in  these  reports 
that  the  provision  for  the  care  of  premature  infants  in  hospital  is  one  of  the 
biggest  needs  in  the  area,  and  it  is  understood  that  at  last  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  to  undertake  this  task  to  provide  much 
needed  accommodation  at  the  Cowley  Hill  Maternity  Hospital. 

Comment  cannot  fail  to  be  made  on  the  facts  of  there  being  five  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year.  Details  of  these,  together  with  the  findings  on  investiga¬ 
tion,  are  given  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section  of  the  Report.  Three 
of  these  cases  died  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  and  the  remaining  two  died  follow¬ 
ing  discharge  from  hospital. 

It  may  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  the  general  death  rate  in  the 
town  seemed  to  be  higher  than  in  some  previous  years.  It  might  be  useful  to 
place  this  fully  in  perspective,  however,  with  other  County  Boroughs  in  Lanca¬ 
shire,  when  it  will  be  found  that  St.  Helens  has  the  second  lowest  rate  in  the 
County  and  compares  with  an  average  of  12.2  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

As  regards  general  infectious  diseases,  there  was  a  sharp  epidemic  of 
measles  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  and  a  slight  increase  in  the  occurrence 
of  cases  of  whooping  cough.  No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  occurred 
during  the  year. 

An  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  the  New  Ambulance 
Service  Headquarters  by  the  Lord  Newton,  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
'  Ministry  of  Health.  This  was  the  culmination  of  a  long  desired  project  and  has 
provided  the  town  with  a  modern,  well  equipped  and  spacious  Ambulance 
Station  which  is  equal  to  any  in  the  country.  No  less  an  event  was  the  opening 
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of  the  new  Ashtons  Green  Health  Centre  for  mothers  and  young  children.  This 
has  been  a  long  awaited  feature  of  the  new  community  centre  for  the  Ashtons 
Green  district  of  Parr,  and  the  building,  which  is  of  striking  and  elegant  design, 
has  been  the  focus  of  general  attention  ever  since  its  opening.  It  provides  most 
modern  services  for  the  mothers  and  young  children  of  a  quickly  growing 
district  in  one  of  the  new  communities  of  the  town. 

As  regards  staff,  there  were  inevitable  changes  during  the  year,  but  the 
progression  of  schemes  of  training,  particularly  for  Health  Visitors  and  Mental 
Welfare  Officers,  produced  its  graduates  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  establishment 
due  to  transfers.  Only  in  the  case  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  was  there  a  con¬ 
tinued  and  serious  shortage,  and  the  effect  on  slum  clearance  schemes,  on  food 
hygiene  surveys,  and  particularly  on  surveys  relating  to  the  Clean  Air  Act,  has 
been  little  short  of  disastrous.  The  staff,  as  at  present  situated,  is  barely  sufficient 
to  carry  out  the  routine  day-to-day  work  of  the  Department,  and  one  considers 
with  apprehension  the  new  legislation  which  is  contemplated,  particularly 
regarding  the  inspection  of  business  premises  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act.  Efforts  to  ease  the  situation  within  available  staff  re¬ 
sources,  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  as  follows.  Car  allowances 
were  given  to  Public  Health  Inspectors,  the  Student  Public  Health  Inspectors 
were  encouraged  by  advances  in  salary  grades  on  passing  their  Intermediate 
Examinations,  and  finally  the  Rodent  Operators/Disinfectors  were  made  mobile 
by  the  provision  of  motor  cycles. 

During  the  year  there  were  continued  negotiations  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  regarding  the  plans  for  a  new  Public  Abattoir, 
and  meetings  were  also  held  on  several  occasions  with  representatives  of  the 
local  trade.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  final  agreement  was  being  reached  with 
the  Ministry  on  the  extent  and  design  of  the  scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  building 
will  commence  on  the  project  during  1964. 

During  the  year,  three  Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
involving  a  total  of  179  properties,  and  a  further  seven  Clearance  Areas  were 
represented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  In  all,  115  houses  were  demolished 
and  585  persons  re-housed  under  the  Slum  Clearance  programme. 

In  the  field  of  general  welfare  agencies  administered  by  the  Department, 
there  was  continued  expansion  as  envisaged  under  the  10  year  plan.  Amongst 
these  may  be  mentioned  the  expansion  of  the  Home  Help  Service,  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  Night  Attendant  Service,  the  extension  of  the  Chiropody  Service, 
and  the  continued  growth  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  to  plan  and  provide  new 
training  premises  and  hostels. 

In  July,  1963,  the  question  of  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  was  debated 
by  the  Health  Committee,  and  it  was  decided  to  recommend  to  the  Council  that 
a  scheme  for  fluoridation  of  the  water  supplies  of  this  Authority  be  not  adopted. 

For  the  successful  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  1  am 
indebted  to  the  ever  willing  and  cheerful  assistance  of  every  member  of  the  staff. 
I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  and  kindly  consideration. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


G.  O’BRIEN. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1963/64 

Chairman : 

ALDERMAN  M.  A.  SHARD,  J.P. 
Deputy-Chairman : 

COUNCILLOR  J.  F.  McDONNELL 

The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor 
COUNCILLOR  J.  HAND,  J.P. 

Alderman  W.  Burrows,  O.B.E.  J.P. 

„  J.  E.  Hughes,  O.B.E. ,  M.M.,  J.P. 

„  P.  M.  Lowe 

„  J.  Thackray,  J.P. 

„  J.  A.  Waring,  J.P. 

Councillor  W.  Andrews 
„  A.  Brown 

,,  J.  J.  Henebery,  J.P. 

,,  W.  Johnson 

,,  E.  Kerr 

„  M.  McNamara 

T.  Wilcock 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

The  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  following; 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Bates  (co-opted) 

Mrs.  B.  McGhie  (co-opted) 

Dr.  D.  R.  Holden  (nominated  by  the  Local  Medical  Committee) 

* 

Mr.  W.  Davies  (nominated  by  the  St.  Helens  Executive  Council) 

Mrs.  E.  M.  L.  Else,  J.P.  (nominated  by  St.  Helens  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee). 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer : 
GERALD  O’BRIEN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON  WALSH,  L.R.C.S.L,  L.R.C.P.L,  L.M.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health : 

Enid  M.  Hughes,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Mary  Pilling,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  C.P.H.  (ceased  30.4.63) 

John  E.  O’Malley,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Mary  Kathleen  Boland,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  N.U.  Irel. 

Laura  Cullen,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.L  (from  24.6.63) 

Dental  Officers : 

William  John  Meakin,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  (ceased 
30/6/63) 

Paul  Eric  Goward,  B.D.S.,  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  (from  1.9.63) 

Annie  Patricia  Farrell,  B.D.S.,  School  Dental  Officer 

Public  Health  Inspectors'. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector :  Nathaniel  Birch 

James  R.  R.  Norris,  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Griffith  R.  Hull,  Atmospheric  Pollution  Inspector 

Henry  T.  Rothwell,  Specialist  Inspector 

Fred  Platt,  Specialist  Inspector 

Thomas  Dean,  Specialist  Inspector 

Norman  Smith,  Specialist  Inspector 

John  B.  Douglas,  Specialist  Inspector 

Kenneth  Simm,  Specialist  Inspector 

William  H.  Jackson,  Public  Health  Inspector 

Stanley  G.  Williams,  Public  Health  Inspector 

Eric  Sawyer,  Public  Health  Inspector 

James  K.  Webster,  Public  Health  Inspector  (from  27.5.63) 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Health  Visitors : 
Superintendent:  Rita  Lamb 


Lilian  S.  Boardman 

Emily  E.  Cameron 

Margaret  Cunliffe  (nee  Gandy) 

Margaret  M.  P.  Hill  (from  22.7.63) 

Edith  Lilian  Farmer 

Teresa  J.  Howard 

Catherine  Knowles 

Eileen  O’Connor 

Constance  M.  Pennington 

Annie  Pimblett 

Sheila  M.  Rothwell 


Marian  Singleton 

Leah  Fazackerley  (Part-time) 

May  Fairclough  (Part-time) 

Veronica  M.  O’Ryan 
Doreen  A.  Caffrey 
Josephine  C.  Whelan  (to  7.6.63) 

Sheila  Rimmer 

Joan  Donnellan  (from  22.7.63) 
Margaret  T.  Fleming  (from  22.7.63) 
Mary  G.  MacManamin  (from  23.9.63) 
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STAFF —con  tinned 

I 

Student  Health  Visitors: 


Joan  Donnellan  (to  21.7.63) 
Margaret  T.  Fleming  (to  21.7.63) 
Margaret  M.  P.  Hill  (to  21.7.63) 
Mary  G.  MacManamin  (to  22.9.63) 
Eno  U.  Ekong  (from  6.8.63) 


Midwives’. 


Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives’.  Audrey  I.  Robinson 


!  Margaret  Boulton 
i  Ethel  M.  Burrows 
i  Enid  Edwards  (to  23.6.63) 
1  Eileen  Evans 
3  Sarah  J.  Gilroy 
3  Kathleen  Gaskell 


Olive  M.  Hardman 
Caroline  Leonard 
Elsie  A.  Parr 
Kathleen  Somers 
Olwen  Chisholm 

Constance  A.  Jennion  (from  24.6.63) 


Chief  Administrative  Assistant :  J.  J.  Spencer,  D.P.A. 


Welfare  Officer  ( Prevention  of  Illness ,  Care  and  After-Care ): 

Miss  M.  Miller 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  ( Part-time ):  Mrs.  Bridget  Jackman 


Home  Help  Organiser :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Henton 


Mental  Welfare  Officers’. 

I  Herbert  E.  Causey,  C.S.W. 

1  Mary  McKenna 

:  John  R.  Bratt  (Sectional  Clerk,  Mental  Health  Service) 


Junior  Training  Centre  Supervisor'.  Miss  I.  W,  Marsh 


B 
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STAFF — continued 


Clerk  I  Dispenser : 

William  Owen  Ross  (also  part-time  Welfare  Officer,  Special  Treatment  Centre) 


Ambulance  Service : 

G.  M.  Norman  (Ambulance  Superintendent) 


Day  Nursery : 

Margaret  R.  Ephgrave  (Matron) 


The  following  are  Part-time  Officers: 

Consultant  Obstetricians : 

Percy  Malpas,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S.,  F.R.C.O.G. 

Henry  V.  Corbett,  M.Sc.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.M.S.A., 
M.R.C.O.G. 


Area  Chest  Physician : 

J.  B.  H.  MacArthur,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.P.E. 


Public  Analyst  and  Agricultural  Analyst'. 
J.  G.  Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 


Anaesthetist : 

M.  J.  McCann,  L.R.C.P.  (Ireland) 


Dental  Nurse :  Maureen  Barnes 


1.— GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS— 1963 

Area  (acres)  . 

Population  (estimated,  mid-year  1963)  . 

Rateable  Value  . 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  . 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1963 

M. 

Live  Births: — Legitimate  .  937 

Illegitimate  .  44 


F. 

872 

46 
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.  8,865 

107,480 

£3,369,053 

£13,681 


Total 

1,809 

90 


Totals 


981 


918  1,899 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

Still-Births: — M.  37,  F.  26;  Total:  63. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Total  live  and  still  births: — Live . 

Still  births  . 


17.7 


32.1 

1,899 

63 

1,962 


Illegitimate  live  births:  90 

Percentage  of  total  live  births:  4.7% 

Deaths:— M.  724,  F.  609;  Total:  1333, 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  .  12.4 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: —  M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate  .  27  20  47 

Illegitimate  .  2  2  4 


29  22  51 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  26.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births .  26.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  44.4 

Neo-Natal  Deaths:  (i.e.  Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks) 

Deaths:  M.  19  F.  16  Total:  35 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate:  (per  1,000  live  births)  .  18.4 

Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths:  (i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week) 

Deaths:  M.  17  F.  14  Total:  31 

Early  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate:  (per  1,000  live  births)  .  16.3 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  .  47.9 

Number  of  women  dying  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and 
child-birth :  5 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  .  2.5 

Deaths  from  Measles  . 

„  Whooping  Cough  . 

„  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  .  6 

„  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  .  7 


Table  V.S.l  gives  a  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  past  50  years. 


Table  V.S.I. 

Statistics  for  St.  Helens 


YEAR 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Crude 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever  2 

iATH 

-n 

2  >- 
_C  O 

£-.U. 

S  FR( 

on 

P  v- 
2:  £ 

- 

t  Diarrhoea 

Whooping 

Couah 

Diphtheria 

1914 

100,775 

33.3 

i 

17.1 

138 

0 

25 

5 

4 

0 

98 

24 

8 

1915f 

92,240 

32.1 

19.3 

129 

0 

126 

12 

6 

0 

78 

40 

32 

1916f 

90,000 

26.5 

16.8 

108 

0 

2 

30 

2 

0 

64 

34 

85 

1917j 

90,600 

22.0 

16.5 

123 

0 

65 

20 

2 

0 

37 

19 

79 

1918f 

90,600 

24.1 

21.2 

126 

0 

26 

24 

0 

0 

48 

24 

100 

1919f 

100,805 

25.5 

15.0 

317 

0 

5 

9 

2 

0 

35 

7 

25 

1920 

104,822 

31.8 

13.5 

113 

0 

56 

7 

0 

0 

44 

7 

13 

1921 

104,900 

29.1 

12.6 

103 

0 

7 

5 

0 

0 

62 

24 

5 

1922 

106,400 

26.4 

13.4 

115 

0 

60 

4 

2 

0 

28 

3 

5 

1923 

107,100 

24.4 

31.9 

91 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

24 

10 

8 

1924 

108,700 

24.1 

12.0 

103 

0 

29 

1 

2 

0 

36 

11 

4 

1925 

109,600 

23.9 

12.0 

100 

0 

17 

7 

3 

4 

35 

33 

6 

1926 

110,000 

23.2 

12.0 

102 

0 

27 

1 

0 

0 

43 

4 

6 

1927 

113,100 

20.8 

11.4 

88 

0 

60 

2 

0 

0 

26 

5 

7 

1928 

110,500 

23.8 

12.0 

98 

0 

15 

5 

1 

0 

29 

21 

10 

1929 

109,200 

20.7 

14.6 

114 

0 

49 

6 

I 

0 

23 

13 

11 

1930 

109,200 

21.5 

11.4 

80 

0 

7 

2 

0 

0 

4 

8 

4 

1931 

108,300 

20.1 

12.5 

88 

0 

30 

0 

0 

0 

21 

0 

7 

1932 

i  07,600 

20.1 

11.4 

89 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

26 

4 

0 

1933 

107,600 

18.0 

14.0 

116 

0 

12 

2 

3 

0 

18 

52 

8 

1934 

*108,240 

19.1 

10.6 

65 

0 

10 

2 

1 

0 

19 

1 

18 

1935 

108,100 

18.7 

12.2 

94 

0 

14 

2 

1 

0 

21 

15 

17 

1936 

108,000 

18.3 

12.1 

56 

0 

7 

4 

0 

0 

13 

3 

26 

1937 

107,400 

18.6 

12.1 

88 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

12 

7 

15 

1938 

107,200 

18.2 

11.4 

70 

0 

9 

3 

0 

0 

16 

6 

14 

1939 

106,600 

17.3 

11.6 

79 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

18 

4 

23 

1940f 

103,300 

18.0 

13.4 

78 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

8 

5 

19 

194!f 

102,750 

18.6 

11.4 

71 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

13 

15 

13 

!942f 

101,500 

17.7 

10.6 

65 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0 

13 

1 

11 

1943f 

99,410 

19.8 

13.0 

72 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

16 

4 

6 

1944f 

98,410 

20.5 

11.3 

57 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

21 

2 

1 

1945f 

99,150 

20.3 

11.3 

60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 

0 

1946f 

104,740 

22.2 

11.0 

60 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

26 

3 

2 

1 947+ 

105,790 

25.2 

12.7 

70 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

44 

1 

0 

1948f 

110,100 

21.3 

10.2 

61 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

1 

1 

1949 

112,100 

17.9 

10.7 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

2 

1 

1950 

112,500 

17.9 

10.1 

39 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21 

2 

o 

1951 

109,400 

16.9 

13.3 

38 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

o 

1952 

109,100 

17.8 

10.4 

38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

1953 

108,200 

17.5 

10.6 

44 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

j 

n 

1954 

*111,700 

17.0 

10.9 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

o 

u 

o 

1955 

111,900 

16.0 

11.0 

33 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

o 

o 

1956 

110,900 

16.8 

10.7 

27 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

o 

o 

1957 

110,900 

17.2 

10.7 

31 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

o 

1958 

110,600 

16-9 

11.4 

36 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

8 

o 

o 

1959 

110,700 

17.1 

10.8 

24 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

o 

n 

1960 

109,610 

17.5 

11.5 

39 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

o 

o 

1961 

108,480 

17.6 

12.7 

28 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

o 

o 

1962 

108,260 

18.3 

11.8 

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

o 

n 

1963 

107,480 

17.7 

12.4 

27 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

f  Estimated  civil  population. 

*  Borough  extended. 

t  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  from  1950  inclusive. 
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POPULATION. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for 
n  mid-year  1963  was  107,480  compared  with  108,260  for  mid-year  1962.  During 
I  the  year  the  natural  increase  in  population  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths) 
v  was  566. 


The  population  of  the  Borough  as  ascertained  by  the  Census  taken  in 
April,  1961,  was  108,674,  compared  with  1 10,260  at  the  1951  Census.  There  were 
53,390  males  and  55,284  females,  compared  with  54,153  and  56,107  in  1951, 


BIRTHS. — The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  1963  as  belonging 
<S  to  St.  Helens  was  1,899,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  17.7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
1  population.  The  area  comparability  factor  was  1 .00,  thus,  for  national  comp- 
i  arisen,  the  birth  rate  remains  at  17.7.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
\  during  1963  was  18.2. 


Of  the  1,899  births,  981  were  males  and  918  females,  giving  a  sex  ratio 
|  of  1,069  males  to  every  1,000  females. 


DEATHS. — During  1963  there  were  1,333  deaths  from  all  causes  (724 
r  males  and  609  females)  giving  a  crude  death  rate  of  12.4  per  1,000  of  the 
)  population,  as  compared  with  11.8  in  1962.  The  adjusted  death  rate  for  the 
3  year  (for  national  comparison)  after  applying  the  area  comparability  factor 
1  of  1.23  was  15.2.  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
V  Wales  as  a  whole  for  1963  was  12.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Table  V.S.4  shows  that  of  these  deaths,  245  were  due  to  cancer  and  612 
c  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system.  These  two  causes,  therefore, 
3  accounted  for  857  out  of  a  total  of  1,333  deaths,  i.e.  approximately  64  %. 
|  There  were  7  deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  during  the  year  compared 
i1  with  12  in  the  previous  year. 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  26.9  per  1 ,000  live  births,  compared  with 
£  22.2  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.9  per  1,000 
/  live  births. 


The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  year  1963  was  2.5  per  1,000  live 
I)  and  still  births.  Further  reference  to  the  infantile  and  maternal  mortality  death 
l  rates  is  made  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  this  Report. 


Causes  of  Death. — Figures  relating  to  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death 
i  are  given  in  Table  V.S.4. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  0.5%  of  all 
|  deaths  that  occurred  during  1963.  The  corresponding  percentage  in  1962  was 
'|  0.9%.  The  ages  at  which  these  deaths  occurred  are  shown  in  Table  V.S.4. 
r  Further  reference  is  made  in  the  special  section  (VII)  on  Tuberculosis. 
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Malignant  Diseases. — The  deaths  from  these  diseases  during  the  past 
five  years  were  as  follows:— 


Table  V.S.2. 


AGE  GROUPS 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

AGE  GROUP 

1963 

0-1 

_____ 

.  . 

_ 

_ 

0-1 

— 

1— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1— 

2 

5— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 

— 

15— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

15— 

1 

25— 

19 

18 

23 

12 

25— 

3 

45— 

99 

90 

100 

92 

35— 

45— 

15 

25 

65— 

46 

56 

77 

52 

55— 

65— 

68 

75 

75— 

48 

38 

52 

47 

75— 

56 

Total  . 

212 

206 

252 

203 

245 

Percentage  of  the 

deaths 

17.8 

16.3 

18.3 

16.7 

18.4 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  population 

1.9 

1.9 

2.3 

1.9 

2.3 

The  following  table  V.S.3,  gives  particulars  of  deaths  due  to  malignant 
causes  during  the  last  five  years : 


Table  V.S.3. 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Cause 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Cancer — 

Stomach 

18 

11 

19 

16 

31 

16 

26 

15 

23 

25 

Lung 

47 

7 

41 

7 

55 

10 

43 

3 

63 

5 

Other  . 

64 

65 

55 

68 

67 

73 

38 

78 

60 

69 

Totals . 

129 

83 

115 

91 

153 

99 

107 

96 

146 

99 

212 

206 

252 

203 

24 

15 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — During  1963  there  were  51  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  (29  males  and  22  females),  corresponding  to  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  26.9  per  1,000  live  births.  This  compares  with  44 
deaths  and  a  rate  of  22.2  in  1962. 


Careful  supervision  continued  to  be  exercised  during  the  year  and  in¬ 
vestigations  have  been  carried  out  in  every  instance  where  death  has  occurred 
in  a  child  under  one  year  of  age.  A  summary  of  the  findings  following  these 
investigations  is  given  in  the  section  of  this  Report  dealing  with  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare. 


Table  V.S.4. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  1963 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

Total 
All  ages 

Under 

4  wks. 

4  wks. 
&  under 
1  year 

A 

Lge  ir 

i  Yea 

irs 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

M 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_  --- 

___ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Resp.  . 

F 

2 

— 

— 

2 

M 

_ 

Tuberculosis  Other  . 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

M 

_ 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

M 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ , 

_ 

_ 

Diphtheria  . 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

_ 

Whooping  Cough  . 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

_ 

Meningococcal  Infections . 

F 

— 

M 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

F 

— 

• — 

M 

1 

I  _ 

-  . 

_ 

1 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Measles  . 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

M 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

__ _ 

_ 

Diseases  . 

F 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

23 

— 

j  - 

— 

— — 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

11 

4 

5 

Stomach  . 

F 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

5 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 

M 

63 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

5 

21 

24 

9 

Bronchus  . 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

F 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Malignant,  Neoplasm, 

Uterus  . 

F 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  and 

M 

60 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

18 

21 

16 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

F 

41 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

6 

15 

10 

M 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

3 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

M 

2 

1 

1 

Diabetes  . 

F 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

5 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

M 

76 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

6 

10 

24 

32 

Nervous  System 

F 

93 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5 

12 

31 

42 

M 

160 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

4 

20 

50 

58 

28 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

F 

96 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

15 

38 

38 

Hypertension  with  Heart 

M 

14 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

5 

5 

Disease  . 

F 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

10 

2 

M 

42 

_ 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

10 

24 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

F 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

8 

14 

36 

M 

25 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

2 

6 

5 

8 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

F 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

15 

M 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Influenza  . 

F 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

1 

M 

57 

2 

6 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

8 

14 

23 

Pneumonia  . 

F 

58 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

12 

35 

M 

85 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9 

22 

39 

15 

Bronchitis 

F 

26 

— 

1 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

9 

10 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

18 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

2 

5 

8 

2 

Respiratory  System 

F 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

Duodenum  . 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

M 

1 

_ 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

F 

5 

— 

1 

1 

3 

M 

4 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

____ 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

F 

3 

1 

1 

1 

If) 


Table  V.S.4. — continued. 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

Total 
All  ages 

Under 

4  wks. 

4  wks. 
&  under 
1  year 

Ag 

e  in 

Tears 

i 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M 

6 

1 

— 

5 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion  . 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

5 

4 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

F 

6 

4 

'  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Defined  and 

M 

37 

13 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

1 

3 

1 

4 

12 

Ill-defined  Diseases  . 

F 

60 

12 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

6 

6 

9 

22 

M 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

F 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

M 

10 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

F 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

7 

M 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

Suicide  . 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  Operations 

M 

1 

1 

of  War  . 

F 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS:  All  Causes . 

M 

724 

19 

10 

4 

5 

8 

7 

24 

61 

167 

225 

194 

F 

609 

16 

6 

5 

3 

6 

5 

24 

43 

83 

167 

251 

GRAND  TOTALS 

1333 

35 

16 

9 

8 

14 

12 

48 

104 

250 

392 

445 

17 


II  .—METEOROLOGY 

Rainfall — The  total  rainfall  for  1963  as  measured  at  the  Victoria  Park 
j  Observatory  was  28.4  inches  compared  with  26.98  inches  in  1962.  At  Eccleston 
r  Hill  Waterworks  28.98  inches  were  recorded  compared  with  29.24  in  the  previous 
]  year.  The  highest  day’s  rainfall  of  the  year  (0.86  inches)  occurred  during  the 
|  24  hour  period  ending  at  9.0  a.m.  on  the  24th  September.  The  average  daily 
3  rainfall  for  May,  June,  July  and  August  was  0.09  inches,  compared  with  0.08 
I  inches  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1962.  The  wettest  month  was  November 
'j  with  4.58  inches,  and  the  driest  month  was  February  with  no  recording  of  rain, 
|  but  four  days  of  snow. 

Sunshine — It  was  not  possible  to  take  recordings  from  the  6th  February 
r>  owing  to  the  instrument  being  smashed,  and  precautions  being  taken  against 
u  further  wilful  damage  prior  to  renewing  the  instrument. 


Temperature — Temperatures  of  70°F  and  over  were  recorded  on  24  days 
f  during  the  Summer.  The  highest  temperature  recorded  was  82.8°F  on  31st  July 
t  and  the  lowest  was  14.5°F  on  2nd  February. 


Wind  Pressure — On  17  days  during  the  year  a  wind  force  of  20  m.p.h.  and 
|  over  was  recorded.  The  strongest  wind  recorded  was  40  m.p.h.  on  the  6th  April. 

The  following  Table  M.  1 .  shows  the  maximum  and  minimum  temperature 
|  recorded  in  each  month  and  the  distribution  of  sunshine  and  rainfall  through- 

r  out  the  year. 


Table  M.l. 


Month 

Maximum 
temperature 
recorded 
in  shade 

Minimum 
temperature 
recorded 
in  shade 

Sunshine 

No.  of 
sunless 
days 

Rainfall 

No.  of 
days  on 
which 
rain  fell 

°F 

°F 

Hours 

Inches 

January 

41.5 

15.0 

34f 

15 

0.47 

5 

February 

45.7 

14.5 

11 

— 

— 

March  . 

58.1 

26.2 

1.84 

19 

April . 

60.6 

33.4 

2.47 

22 

May . 

69.5 

37.0 

Recorder 

Recorder 

1.89 

18 

June . 

80.2 

45.5 

out 

out 

4.46 

20 

July  . 

82.8 

42.1 

of 

of 

1.48 

16 

August  . 

77.9 

47.6 

action 

action 

3.60 

25 

September 

77.8 

43.0 

3.68 

18 

October 

65.5 

41.8 

3.53 

17 

November 

62.2 

29.5 

4.58 

25 

December 

51.4 

22.2 

0.40 

9 

28.40 

194 

c 
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III.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

# 

The  year  under  review  was  marked  by  an  epidemic  of  measles.  The 
epidemic  commenced  in  December,  1962  and  carried  on  during  the  first  four 
months  of  the  year  and  gradually  declined  in  May  and  June.  The  disease  was 
mild  in  type  and  as  usual  mainly  affected  the  age-groups  under  5  years. 

At  the  same  time  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whoop¬ 
ing  cough,  but  the  figures  never  reached  epidemic  proportions. 

There  were  58  cases  of  dysentery  notified,  the  majority  being  associated 
with  a  sharp  outbreak  in  the  Day  Nursery  during  February. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  small  family  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
due  to  Salmonella  Stanley.  The  cases  were  mild  in  type. 


Table  I.D.I. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  undermentioned 

years. 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

116 

658 

286 

208 

170 

141 

118 

215 

103 

45 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles  . 

830 

1083 

295 

2331 

289 

2206 

389 

1371 

500 

1692 

Whooping  Cough  . 

95 

484 

286 

284 

27 

77 

213 

34 

16 

149 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

133 

198 

67 

35 

377 

17 

12 

21 

39 

58 

Erysipelas  . 

7 

15 

9 

8 

7 

8 

2 

4 

4 

2 

Pneumonia* . . 

30 

35 

27 

42 

15 

20 

10 

19 

10 

6 

Typhus  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  _ 

1 

4 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

4 

4 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis _ 

6 

5 

— 

17 

1 

2 

— 

7 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

2 

2 

Meningococcal 

Infections  . . 

4 

1 

8 

11 

3 

2 

3 

2 

11 

3 

Malaria  . 

1 

1 

— 

- * 

— 

1 

— 

— 

*  Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal 
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Table  LB  ,2. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Total  number  of  cases  notified,  number  of  cases 
admitted  to  isolation  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  as  shown 
in  Registrar  General’s  classification  of  deaths. 

Year  1963 


DISEASE 

Notifications 

received 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox  _  _ 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ......  .  . . . 

1692 

24 

— 

Whooping  Cough  _ '  _  . . . 

149 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever  .  . . - 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . . 

58 

5 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  . 

6 

1 

— 

Typhus  Fever  . . .  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ......  . 

4 

— 

— - 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  _  _ 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  . . .  . 

2 

2 

2 

Meningococcal  Infections  . . 

3 

3 

— 

Malaria  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  _  _  _ 

12 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

1 

1 

— 

Table  I.D.3. 

Age  distribution  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified. 

Year  1963 


DISEASE 

Notifications 

received 

Under  1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

45 

— 

— 

3 

4 

8 

22 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . 

Measles  . 

1692 

74 

221 

264 

209 

257 

627 

34 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

149 

18 

20 

29 

16 

19 

43 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

Dysentery  . 

58 

1 

5 

6 

9 

7 

4 

3 

1 

13 

1 

8 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia* 

6 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Typhus  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

I 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

3 

2 

1 

Malaria  .  . 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

1 

2 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

*  Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. — By  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool 
Regional  Hospital  Board  the  use  of  facilities  for  disinfection  of  personal  articles  of 
patients  is  retained  at  the  St.  Helens  Peasley  Cross  Hospital.  Facilities 
are  also  retained  at  this  Hospital  in  the  Cleansing  Block  for  the  treatment 
of  scabies  and  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons.  During  1963,  25  cases  of 
scabies  were  treated,  and  7  infested  persons  were  cleansed  under  these 
arrangements.  In  1962  there  were  15  cases  of  scabies  and  13  infested  persons. 


Laboratory  Work. — The  following  Table,  I.D.4.,  shows  the  number  of 
specimens  received  by  the  Health  Department  for  distribution  to  various 
laboratories  during  the  year. 


Table  I.D.4. 


Specimens 

Number 

Resi 

Its 

Received 

Positive 

Negative 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . 

1 

— 

1 

Blood  for  Rh  Factor  . 

400 

254 

146 

f  Gastro-Enteritis,  Dysentery,  and 

■s  Food  Poisoning  . 

f  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

536 

31 

505 

Total  . 

937 

285 

652 

IV.— IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. — In  1963  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme  for 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  of  the  child  population  was  continued  as  previously. 
Table  I.V.l,  below,  indicates  the  number  of  children  in  different  age  groups  who 
received  primary  immunisation  and  reinforcing  injections  in  1963. 

Table  I.V.l. 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  during  1963. 


Born: 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1954- 

1958 

1949- 

1953 

Total 

Primary  Immunisations 

Local  Authority  Medical 

Officers  . 

381 

360 

11 

14 

24 

254 

87 

1131 

Private  Practitioners  . 

153 

199 

14 

2 

4 

1 

— 

373 

Total 

534 

559 

25 

16 

28 

255 

87 

1504 

Reinforcing  Injections 

Local  Authority  Medical 

Officers  . 

10 

370 

136 

127 

752 

730 

2125 

Private  Practitioners  . 

— 

7 

36 

5 

5 

19 

2 

74 

— 

17 

406 

141 

132 

771 

732 

2199 
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The  following  shows  the  record  of  primary  immunisations  carried  out 
a  since  1958. 

1958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963 


1530  1879 


2415 


2372 


1653 


1504 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  tables,  1,504  children  received  their 
;  primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  This  is  a  slight  drop  on  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year.  During  the  year  special  efforts  were  made  to  carry  out 
“booster”  injections  to  children  on  entry  to  school.  Of  the  2,199  “booster” 
:i  injections  approximately  75  %  were  given  to  young  school  children. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  following  Table,  I.V.2.,  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised 
i  against  Whooping  Cough  under  this  scheme  during  the  year. 

Table  I.V.2. 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  during  1963. 


Born: 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1954- 

1958 

1949- 

1953 

Total 

Primary  Immunisations 

Combined  with  other  antigens 
Local  Authority  Medical 

Officers  . 

Private  Practitioners 

Total 

Reinforcing  Injections 

Combined  with  other  antigens 
Local  Authority  Medical 

Officers  . 

Private  Practitioners 

Total 

380 

153 

359 

199 

11 

14 

14 

2 

7 

4 

109 

1 

— 

880 

373 

533 

558 

25 

16 

11 

110 

— 

1253 

10 

7 

370 

36 

136 

5 

67 

5 

358 

19 

1 

2 

942 

74 

— 

17 

406 

141 

72 

377 

3 

1016 
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Vaccination  against  Smallpox. — -The  following  Table,  I.V.3.,  is  a  record 
of  the  vaccinations  carried  out  during  1963. 


Table  I.V.3. 

Number  of  Vaccinations  against  Smallpox  during  1963. 


At  Ages : 

0—3 

m’ths 

3—6 

m’ths 

6—9 

m’ths 

9—12 

m’ths 

1 

year 

2—4 

years 

5—14 

years 

15  & 
over 

Total 

Vaccinations 

Local  Authority 

Medical  Officers 

7 

5 

3 

46 

12 

4 

11 

88 

General  Practitioners  .... 

36 

40 

10 

10 

16 

2 

12 

33 

159 

36 

47 

15 

13 

62 

14 

16 

44 

247 

Re- Vaccinations 

Local  Authority 

Medical  Officers 

3 

11 

101 

115 

General  Practitioners 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

13 

160 

177 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

24 

261 

292 

The  above  figures  of  smallpox  vaccination  show  a  considerable  fall  in 
relation  to  the  previous  year  which,  in  any  event,  had  been  unusually  high  on 
account  of  the  smallpox  scare  throughout  the  country.  It  would  be  reasonable, 
therefore,  to  compare  1963  figures  with  those  for  1961  when  821  vaccinations 
and  230  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out.  The  reason  for  the  considerable 
reduction  in  the  numbers  dealt  with,  was,  of  course,  a  change  in  the  policy  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to  the  age  when  children  should  be  vaccinated.  Up  to 
1962,  vaccination  had  been  completed  in  the  first  year  of  life,  but  the  new  policy 
suggested  that  vaccination  should  take  place  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months. 
It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  1963  may  be  regarded  as  a  year  of  adjustment  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  numbers  vaccinated  in  1964  mainly  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months,  will  show  a  considerable  increase. 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

The  overall  position  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  still  remains  reasonably 
satisfactory.  This,  however,  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  still  benefitting 
from  the  vaccination  campaigns  carried  out  over  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
There  was  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  vaccination  of  the  older  age-groups 
and  the  majority  of  cases  vaccinated  were  children  in  attendance  at  school.  The 
attention  of  the  Department  is  now  directed,  to  a  great  extent,  in  endeavouring 
to  ensure  that  infants  are  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  in  the  first  two  years 
of  life,  and  that  they  also  receive  a  “booster''  dose  on  entering  school.  Never¬ 
theless  it  is  not  possible  to  have  100%  response,  and  continued  effort  is  required 
on  the  part  of  Health  Visitors  to  encourage  parents  of  school  children  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated,  together  with  propaganda  directed  to  the  teen-age 
and  adult  age-groups. 
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(B)  PARTICULARS  OF  POLIOMYELITIS  ORAL  VACCINE  GIVEN  DURING  1963 


Table  A.S.l. 

CALLS  ATTENDED  BY  AMBULANCE  SERVICE  DURING  1963. 
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V.— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


Table  A.S.l  gives  the  details  of  the  work  carried 
Service  in  St.  Helens  during  1963. 
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Vehicles. 

The  following  vehicles  were  in  commission  at  the  end  of  the  year:— 


Make 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 

Austin 


Reg.  No. 

Year 

Sheerline 

BDJ  828 

19511 

Sheerline 

CDJ  233 

1952  | 

Sheerline 

CDJ  234 

1952  L 

Sheerline 

DDJ  274 

1953  f 

Sheerline 

EDJ  411 

1955 

Princess 

GDJ  111 

1956^ 

152 

HDJ  119 

19571 

152 

NDJ  999 

1960  L 

152 

RDJ  766 

1961  f 

152 

UDJ  28 

1962  J 

Ambulances 


Dual  Purpose  Ambulances 


(One  vehicle  on  loan  from  the  Ministry,  is  maintained  and  operated  by 
the  Ambulance  Service  on  behalf  of  the  Civil  Defence  Corps.) 


Patients. 

The  total  number  of  patients  carried  by  the  Ambulance  Service  in 
1963  shows  an  increase  of  3,818  over  1962. 


Type  of  Call 

1962 

1963 

Increase 

Decrease 

Out-Patients  . 

30,014 

33,846 

3,832 

— 

Street  Accidents 

795 

873 

78 

— 

Works  Accidents  . 

283 

198 

— 

85 

Sudden  Illness 

713 

776 

63 

— 

Hospital  Discharge . 

1,795 

1,750 

— 

45 

Hospital  Transfer  . 

467 

421 

— 

46 

Home  Accidents 

381 

424 

43 

— 

Maternity 

1,010 

952 

— 

58 

Hospital  Admissions 

2,866 

2,912 

46 

— 

38,324 

42,152 

4,062 

234 

Total  Mileage 

117,394 

121,413 

4,019 

- - 

On  the  8th  October,  1963,  the  new  Ambulance  Service  Headquarters  in 
Jackson  Street  was  opened  by  the  Lord  Newton,  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  is  appropriate  here  to  look  back  on  the  history  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  as  it  has  developed  since  the  appointed  day,  when  the  Council’s  scheme 
for  the  provision  of  Ambulance  Services,  as  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  was  operated  from 
the  5th  July,  1948. 
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Prior  to  this,  general  ambulance  services  in  the  town  had  been  provided 
|  through  several  sources,  but  with  the  institution  of  the  Council’s  Service  the 
'  vehicles  operating  in  town  were  transferred  from  the  various  agencies  to  the 
I  Local  Health  Authority.  These  comprised  one  ambulance  from  the  Police  De¬ 
partment,  one  from  the  St.  Helens  Hospital,  one  from  the  Providence  Free 
Hospital,  and  two  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  the  approved  proposals,  the  service  at  its  inception  was  adminis- 
S  tered  jointly  with  the  Fire  Service,  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  also  being  the  Ambu- 
3  lance  Officer.  The  staffing  of  the  ambulances  was  carried  out  by  firemen  seconded 
i  on  rota  from  fire  duties. 

Temporary  accommodation  for  the  ambulance  fleet  was  provided  in  a 
j  newly  erected  seven-bay  garage  and  later  the  Control  Centre  was  established  in 
3  leased  premises  in  a  building  in  close  proximity  to  the  Fire  Station.  Both  the 
;j  garage  provision  and  the  establishment  of  Control  Headquarters  were  measures 
;<  of  expediency  undertaken  as  the  best  possible  in  the  light  of  available  resources. 
|  In  the  following  year  the  establishment  of  ambulance  driver/attendants  was 
)  revised  and  was  fixed  at  28,  and  in  1951  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  an 
l  Ambulance  Superintendent  to  carry  out  the  day-to-day  running  of  the  service 
j  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer. 

In  the  light  of  current  experience,  it  became  obvious  that  the  difficulties 
j  of  running  a  combined  service  were  increasing  and  it  was  apparent  that  an 
q  independent  ambulance  service  was  desirable.  As  a  consequence,  proposals  for 
j  the  operation  of  the  ambulance  service  as  an  independent  unit  were  submitted 
:  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  were  approved  in  1953,  since  which  time  the 
3  service  has  functioned  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Health  Department. 

’  The  staffing  establishment  at  this  time  was  fixed  at  one  Ambulance  Superin- 
3  tendent,  28  ambulance  driver/attendants,  with  one  fitter  mechanic  and  one 
1  clerk/telephonist. 

A  long  term  programme  was  now  entered  upon  tor  the  complete  re- 
Ii  placement  of  vehicles  and  this  was  based  on  a  scheme  of  standardisation  using 
|  Austin  Sheerline  chassis  for  the  stretcher  ambulances  and  Austin  dual-purpose 
t  ambulances  for  out-patient  work,  both  types  of  vehicle  being  fitted  with  Lomas 
J|  designed  bodies. 

Radio/telephony  was  also  introduced  into  the  service  late  in  1953  with 
ri  the  intention  of  speeding  up  communications  and  effecting  economies  in  the 
[  operation  of  the  service.  A  follow-up  survey  in  1956  proved  the  value  of  this 
c  installation,  particularly  in  the  reduction  in  miles  per  patient  carried.  By  this 
i;  time  there  were  eight  stretcher  ambulances  and  one  dual-purpose  ambulance 
in  operation,  with  two  redundant  vehicles  which  were  retained  for  Civil  Defence 
purposes. 

The  steadily  expanding  work  of  the  Service  continued  to  emphasise 
ij  that  the  temporary  Control  Headquarters  and  garage  accommodation  were 
if  completely  inadequate  and  that  there  was  an  acute  lack  of  staff  accommodation 
t  and  amenities.  As  the  result  of  a  report  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
I  Committee  decided  that  new  accommodation  was  urgently  needed  and  nego- 
»  tiations  were  opened  to  obtain  Ministry  approval  for  the  provision  of  a  com- 
1  pletely  new  ambulance  station.  General  approval  was  obtained  for  the  scheme, 
a  suitable  site  was  allocated  in  Jackson  Street  by  the  Estates  Sub-Committee, 
t  and  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Gornall,  Cross  and  Partners  (architects)  was  com- 
i  missioned  to  prepare  plans.  The  present  building,  erected  by  the  Corporation 
r  Building  Department,  is  the  result  of  these  efforts  and  provides  comprehensive 
e  garage  and  workshop  facilities  for  the  entire  fleet,  together  with  an  office  and 


control  room  equipped  with  radio/telephony.  Accommodation  is  also  provided 
for  the  purpose  of  staff  training  and  amenities  include  adequate  rest,  dining, 
bathing  and  toilet  facilities  for  members  of  the  staff. 

It  is  useful  to  comment  here  on  the  changing  pattern  of  work  done  by 
the  service  over  the  years.  In  a  10-year  period  from  1952  the  number  of  calls 
attended  had  risen  from  23,793  to  38,334  in  1962.  Much  of  this  had  been 
occasioned  by  a  regular  annual  increase  in  the  number  of  out-patient  removals, 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  light  of  this  to  reduce  the  number  of  high-powered 
stretcher  vehicles  and  replace  them  by  dual-purpose  ambulances  until  a  fleet 
strength  of  5  stretcher  ambulances  and  5  dual-purpose  ambulances  would 
ultimately  be  reached. 

On  the  opening  of  the  new  station  the  staff  establishment  was  as  follows : 

1  Ambulance  Superintendent. 

4  Station  Supervisors. 

24  Driver  Attendants. 

1  Fitter  Mechanic. 

2  Clerk  Telephonists. 

The  cost  of  the  new  Headquarters,  excluding  purchase  of  the  site  but 
including  fittings,  furnishings  and  equipment,  was  approximately  £46,000. 
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VI.— MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  places  upon  the  Local  Health  Authority 
the  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  a  comprehensive  community  care  scheme 
;  for  those  persons  suffering  from  mental  disorder  and  the  provision  of  care 
and  after-care  schemes  to  cater  for  those  persons  discharged  from  hospital. 
The  Act  defines  four  categories  of  mental  illness: 


(1)  Mental  Disorder. 


(2)  Severe  Subnormality. 

(3)  Subnormality. 

(4)  Psychopathic  Disorder. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Local  Authority  proposals  to  the 
Ministry  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  for  the 
provision  of  community  Mental  Health  Services  in  St.  Helens  were  approved 
by  the  Minister  during  1960.  The  proposals  visualised: 


(1)  The  provision  of  a  new  Junior  Training  Centre  and  a  residential 
hostel  for  juniors,  together  with  the  provision  of  Adult  Training 
Centres. 

(2)  The  strengthening  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  Staff. 

(3)  The  expansion  of  guardianship  functions. 

(4)  The  provision  of  adult  hostel  accommodation  for  rehabilitation 
following  mental  illness. 


(5)  The  provision  of  day  centres  and  social  clubs. 

(6)  The  establishment  of  occupational  therapy  and  home  training 
services. 


Administration.  The  powers  and  functions  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  are  carried  out  by  the  Local 
1  Health  Committee,  which  has  appointed  a  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee. 

This  Sub-Committee  consists  of  the  Chairman  and  Deputy-Chairman 
of  the  Health  Committee,  together  with  five  other  members  of  the  Health 
>  Committee  and  three  co-opted  members  (two  of  whom  are  medical  men,  one 
5  being  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Local  Psychiatric  Hospital).  All 
jj  powers  and  duties  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Mental 
i)  Health,  may  be  referred  to  this  Sub-Committee  for  report  to  the  Health  Com- 
iimittee.  It  was  found  convenient,  however,  during  the  year  to  take  all  matters 
f  affecting  the  Mental  Health  Service  direct  to  the  Health  Committee. 


Mental  Health  Staff. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for 
i  the  organization  and  control  of  the  local  services,  with  the  day-to-day  ad- 
[ministration  of  the  Mental  Health  Department  being  supervised  by  an  Assistant 
1  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Use  is  also  made  of  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  at 
'■present  on  the  staff  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  and,  where  necessary, 
of  specialist  Medical  Officers  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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The  non-medical  staff  establishment  has  been  fixed  by  the  Health 
Committee  as  1  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  and  5  Mental  Welfare  Officers, 
plus  appropriate  clerical  staff.  A  complete  training  programme  was  undertaken 
both  for  established  staff  and  for  students  recruited  to  the  Department,  and 
during  the  year  one  male  Mental  Welfare  Officer  successfully  completed  his 
training  on  a  Younghusband  Course  at  the  Mary  Ward  Institute,  London,  and 
was  appointed  as  the  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer.  Two  female  Trainee  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  were  admitted  to  the  two-year  Course  at  the  Liverpool  College 
of  Commerce  for  the  National  Certificate  in  Social  Work,  and  one  male  Trainee 
Officer  had  already  completed  one  year  of  study  there.  In  the  meantime  a  tem¬ 
porary  Mental  Welfare  Assistant  was  recruited  to  the  staff  and  was  later 
appointed  as  a  Trainee.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  one  Senior 
Mental  Welfare  Officer,  one  Mental  Welfare  Officer  and  four  Student  Mental 
Welfare  Officers. 


Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  There  are  frequent  con¬ 
sultations  with  the  Board’s  Consultant  Psychiatrists,  and  growing  use  is  made 
of  the  domiciliary  visiting  service  whereby  the  Psychiatrists  are  called  in  and 
are  able  to  visit  patients  in  their  own  homes.  In  addition,  one  or  other  of  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  make  frequent  visits  to  the  local  hospital  psychiatric 
out-patient  sessions. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  is  also  undertaking,  on  request,  the  super¬ 
vision  of  patients  on  trial  or  on  licence  from  Psychiatric  Hospitals. 

The  number  of  visits  paid,  the  number  of  cases  involved  and  the  number 
of  reports  submitted  during  1963  were  as  follows; 


Mental  Subnormality 


No.  of  No.  of 
No.  of  Visits  Reports 

Cases  Paid  Submitted 


Reports  on  home  conditions  for  trial 

leave  or  discharge  .  5  7  5 


Reports  on  home  conditions  for  the 

renewal  of  authority  for  detention  .  1  1  1 


Progress  Reports  (Patients  on  Trial 
Leave)  . 


7  4 


Duties  Delegated  to  Voluntary  Associations.  No  duties  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  organisations.  The 
St.  Helens  Mental  Welfare  Society,  however,  assists  in  welfare  activities  among 
mentally  subnormal  persons,  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  clothing  and 
footwear,  day  outings,  holidays,  Christmas  parties,  etc.  The  Local  Health 
Authority  continued  its  grant  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  for  this  work.  The 
Women  s  Voluntary  Services  also  assist  in  the  provision  of  clothing  and  footwear. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 
UNDER  SECTION  28,  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

Prevention.  In  dealing  with  the  problem  of  prevention  of  mental  illness 
the  activities  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  focussed  mainly  on  domiciliary 
visiting  and  arranging  contacts  with  suitable  organisations  for  those  in  need  of 
advice  or  early  treatment. 

Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  by  the  Mental  Health  Service 
with  practitioners  and  Consultant  Psychiatrists  of  the  local  psychiatric  hospital. 
During  the  year  85  attendances  were  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
1  of  the  Local  Authority  at  the  local  Hospital  Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Clinic. 

In  addition,  a  valuable  link  is  provided  by  frequent  case  consultations 
between  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  various  districts  in  the  town  and  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officers. 

The  growing  importance  of  community  care  in  the  work  of  preventive 
mental  health  is  shown  by  the  following  breakdown  list  of  cases  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  Inevitably  some  of  these  cases  finished  up  by  undergoing 
hospital  treatment,  but  increasing  emphasis  on  this  type  of  work  leads  to  much 
a  desired  early  diagnosis  and  early  treatment.  In  many  other  cases  it  will  be 
noted  that  aid  and  assistance  was  given  in  the  adjustment  of  social  problems 
and  the  bulk  of  these  cases  were  referred  from  Consultant  Psychiatrists,  General 
i  Practitioners,  and  even  on  requests  from  patients  themselves.  In  dealing  with 
c  the  following  cases,  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  paid  a  total  of  497  visits. 

45  cases  with  domestic  difficulties  who  were  visited  and  improvement 
brought  about  in  the  home  circumstances.  In  some  of  these  cases, 
material  assistance  was  obtained  from  various  voluntary  organisa¬ 
tions. 

13  cases  of  which  9  were  admitted  to  Geriatric  and  Senile  Dementia 
units. 

21  cases  were  persuaded  to  undergo  out-patient  treatment. 

52  cases  were  receiving  supervisory  visits. 

5  cases  were  admitted  to  voluntary  homes. 

7  cases  were  admitted  to  a  general  hospital. 

8  cases  were  assisted  in  the  provision  of  clothing  and  bedding. 

6  cases  were  admitted  to  hostels  and  other  accommodation. 

12  cases  referred  to  N.S.P.C.C.  and/or  Children’s  Dept. 

5  cases  were  assisted  over  employment. 

6  cases  were  referred  to  the  Probation  Service. 

2  cases  were  admitted  for  special  hospital  care. 

Care.  In  this  sphere  of  activity  it  was  found  that  the  majority  of  the 
problems  dealt  with  arise  in  family  life  as  a  result  of  the  admission  of  a  member 
1  of  the  family  to  hospital.  Advice  and  assistance  were  sought  from  the  Mental 
Health  Department  on  many  occasions  by  relatives  and  not  infrequently  by 
request  of  the  patients  themselves.  In  other  instances,  at  the  request  of  Con- 
i  sultant  Hospital  Psychiatrists  in  the  area,  home  visits  were  paid  to  relatives  of 
in-patients  and  social  histories  completed  or  clinic  appointments  arranged. 
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During  the  year  232  visits  were  made  in  dealing  with  the  undermentioned 
cases: — 

23  cases  of  patients  in  hospitals  whose  home  difficulties  were  to  some 
extent  detrimental  to  their  recovery.  Instances  of  these  were 
National  Assistance  grants,  housing  difficulties,  property  worries, 
National  Insurance  and  Pension  problems  and  visiting 
arrangements. 

2  cases  in  respect  of  which  social  histories  were  completed. 

1 1  cases  in  which  special  interviews  were  arranged  for  the  relatives  of 
patients  at  out-patient  clinics. 

4  cases  were  referred  to  the  Children’s  Department  and/or  the 
N.S.P.C.C. 

5  cases  were  dealt  with  in  connection  with  the  protection  of  property 

2  cases  were  assisted  for  employment  on  discharge. 


After-Care.  The  following  summary  gives  the  Local  Health  Authority’s 


after-care  record  during  1963: — 

Number  on  list  at  1/1/1963  .  101 

Discharged  persons  requesting  after-care  .  23 

124 

Deleted  from  list  during  1963  .  58 

Number  on  list  at  31/12/1963  .  66 


After-care  continues  to  provide  a  constant  sphere  of  activity  and  great 
use  is  made  of  psychiatric  surveillance  at  the  local  hospital  out-patient  clinics. 
The  Mental  Health  Service  continues  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  whole  process 
for  rehabilitation  of  discharged  patients  and  close  liaison  is  maintained  with 
the  disablement  resettlement  service  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  Welfare  Officers 
of  local  firms,  voluntary  organisations,  etc. 

In  dealing  with  the  following  cases  during  the  year,  685  home  visits 
were  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers: — • 

19  cases  requiring  further  treatment  were  re-admitted  to  hospitals. 

39  cases  completely  recovered,  needing  no  further  after-care  service. 

29  cases  were  assisted  with  lodgings  and  hostel  accommodation. 

15  cases  were  assisted  in  connection  with  employment. 

77  cases  receiving  supervisory  visits,  in  which  domestic  and  other 
problems  were  dealt  with. 

27  cases  were  assisted  in  the  provision  of  food  and  clothing. 

40  cases  were  referred  for  out-patient  treatment. 

15  cases  were  referred  to  the  Children’s  Department  and/or  the 
N.S.P.C.C. 

In  closing,  it  would  be  pointed  out  that  the  number  of  people  seeking 
the  aid  of  the  prevention,  care  and  after-care  services  is  increasing  yearly.  This 
burden  is  eased  by  the  fact  that  a  happy  relationship  exists  between  the  local 
medical  practitioners,  the  local  psychiatric  hospitals,  the  consultant  psychia¬ 
trists  and  the  mental  welfare  officers.  During  the  year  under  review,  a  total  of 
1,411  interviews  were  conducted  in  this  connection. 
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Total  number  of  patients  referred  during  year  5  6  107  141  259 
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Table  B 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Admitted  to  Psychiatric  Hospitals— 

(a)  On  Emergency  Applications  under  Section  29 . 

20 

19 

39 

(b)  On  Applications  for  Admission  for  Observa- 

tion  under  Section  25  . 

9 

14 

23 

(c)  On  Applications  for  Admission  for  Treatment 

under  Section  26  . 

15 

17 

32 

2. 

Notified  as  an  alleged  person  suffering  from  mental 
disorder  and  dealt  with  as  follows : — 

(a)  Informal  Admissions  (Section  5)  . 

18 

32 

50 

(b)  No  Application  Made . 

6 

4 

10 

3. 

Other  notified  admissions  during  the  year: — 

Persons  normally  resident  within  the  County 
Borough  of  St.  Helens,  admitted  to  Psychiatric 
Hospitals  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959 

2 

2 

4 

In  addition,  a  number  of  cases  (not  St.  Helens  residents)  were  dealt  with 
by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  they  were  overtaken  by  mental  illness  while  in  the 
County  Borough  of  St.  Helens.  18  of  these  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year  (11  males  and  7  females). 


HOSPITAL  RETURN  FOR  1963. 

The  following  summary  gives  the  disposal  of  known  St.  Helens  patients 
in  Psychiatric  Hospitals  during  the  year : — 

No.  of  Health  Service  Patients  in  Psychiatric  Male  Female  Total 
Hospitals  on  1/1/1963  .  142  179  321 

Admissions  during  the  year  .  64  84  148 

206  263  469 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Deaths  during  the  year 

8 

5 

13 

Discharges  during  the  year 

49 

65 

114 

57  70  127 


No.  of  Health  Service  Patients  in  Psychiatric 

Hospitals  on  31/12/1963  .  149  193  342 

The  number  of  patients  in  hospitals  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  at  the  rate 
of  3.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY 

Ascertainment.  The  total  number  of  cases  reported  and  referred  as 
Mentally  Sub-normal  from  the  1st  January,  1963  to  31st  December,  1963  was  12. 
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Particulars  of  these  cases  are  shown  in  the  following  Tables. 


Cases  Reported  and  Referred 


Under  16 
years 

16  years 
and  over 

i 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(a)  Cases  ascertained  during  1963  as  suffering 
from  subnormality  or  severe  subnormality. 
Action  taken  on  reports  from: — 

(i)  Local  Education  Authorities  on 
children — 

1 .  Whilst  at  school  or  liable  to  attend 
school  . 

4 

5 

9 

2.  On  leaving  special  schools 

r 

1 

1 

3.  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 
(ii)  Police  or  Courts  .... 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  sources . 

2 

2 

(b)  Cases  reported  but  not  regarded  at  31st 
December  as  suffering  from  subnormality 
or  severe  subnormality. 

Zr 

(c)  Cases  reported  but  not  confirmed  as 
being  subnormal  by  31st  December  and 
thus  excluded  from  (a)  and  (b) 

— 

— 

- 

. 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  in  1963 

4 

5 

1 

““  1 

3 

12 

Table  M.H.2. 
Disposal  of  Cases 


Unde 

ye; 

r  16 

irs 

16 

and 

years 

over 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(a)  Those  found  suffering  from  subnormality : — 

(i)  Placed  under  Supervision 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

(iii)  Admitted  to  Hospitals 

4 

5 

— 

2 

1 

11 

1 

4 

5 

■ — 

3 

12 

Hospital  Waiting  List.  As  at  31st  December  it  will  be  noted  from  the 
following  Table  M.H.3  that  10  cases  (4  males  and  6  females)  still  awaited 
vacancies  in  hospitals. 
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Table  M.H.3. 


Under  16 
years 

16  yea 
ov 

irs  and 
er 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 .  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care 

(i)  Cot  and  chair  cases  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(ii)  Ambulant  low  grade  cases . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

(iii)  Medium  grade  cases  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  High  grade  cases  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2.  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care 

(i)  Ambulant  low  grade  cases . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(ii)  High  grade  cases  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

10 

None  of  the  above  cases  is  considered  to  be  in  need  of  hospital  care 
solely  because  of  poor  environment. 


Cases  in  Hospitals  for  Mentally  Subnormal  Persons.  The  number  of 
cases  from  the  County  Borough  of  St.  Helens  who  were  in  Hospitals  for 
Mentally  Subnormal  Persons  and  in  Special  Hospital  Care  at  31st  December, 
1963,  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Table  M.H.4. 


Hospital 

Under  16 
years 

16  yc 
and 

jars 

aver 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Ashton  House  . 

2 

2 

Birkenhead  . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Brockhall  . 

— 

1 

22 

14 

37 

Calderstones  . 

1 

— 

15 

13 

29 

Chorley  (Eaves  Lane)  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cranage  Hall  . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Greaves  Hall  . 

3 

1 

6 

5 

15 

Lisieux  Hall  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Mary  Dendy  Home  . 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Moss  Side  . 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

Newchurch  . 

3 

1 

1 

4 

9 

Northgate  . 

— 

1 

1 

Offerton  House  . 

_ 

1 

1 

Olive  Mount  . 

1 

_____ 

1 

Royal  Albert  . 

— 

_ 

5 

1 

6 

St.  Joseph’s  . 

— 

1 

1 

Swinton  . 

1 

1 

The  Manor  . 

- 

2 

2 

Thingwall  Hall  . 

_ 

. 

6 

6 

Whitecross  Homes  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

10 

5 

64 

46 

125 

37 


The  following  Table  shows  the  classification  of  persons  in  Hospitals 
at  31/12/1963: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  observation 
or  treatment 

Hospital  Orders  or 
equivalent 

Informal 

Under  observation 

or  treatment 

Hospital  Orders  or 

equivalent 

Informal 

M.  F.  T. 

Under  16  years  . 

1 

— 

9 

3 

— 

2 

10  5  15 

16  years  and  over  . 

16 

8 

40 

15 

1 

30 

64  46  110 

Total 

17 

8 

49 

18 

1 

32 

74  51  125 

Total  number  of  Reported  and  Referred  Cases  at  31st  December,  1963. 

1  The  total  number  of  reported  and  referred  cases  for  whom  the  Local  Health 
l  Authority  of  the  County  Borough  was  responsible  at  the  31st  December  was 
;  as  follows: — 


Table  M.H.5. 


Und( 

yea 

ix  16 
irs 

16  yea 
ov 

rs  and 
er 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  Supervision  . 

Under  Guardianship 

27 

24 

70 

3 

66 

1 

187 

4 

27 

24 

73 

67 

191 

SUPERVISION 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

These  cases  are  visited  regularly  and  reports  of  the  visits  submitted  to 
|  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  this  way,  besides  maintaining  contact  with 
r  the  patient,  it  is  possible  for  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  to  become  aware  of 
i  changes  in  family  and  other  circumstances.  The  visits  occasionally  bring  to 
i  light  domestic  problems,  and  in  some  cases  convalescent  holidays  have  been 
3  arranged,  hospital  or  general  practitioner  treatment  obtained,  and  the  help 
1  of  various  organisations  sought  for  the  patients  and  relatives.  In  this  con- 
il  nection,  much  work  has  been  done  in  co-operation  with  the  social  services, 
|  probation  services,  the  N.S.P.C.C.  and  other  bodies.  Any  special  recommenda- 
>  tions  which  have  been  made  are  noted  and  placed  before  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  these  cases  during  the  year  was  407. 
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Guardianship . — -At  the  beginning  of  1963,  five  cases  were  under  the 
guardianship  of  relatives  or  friends,  but  during  the  year  one  case  was 
discharged  from  hospital  to  the  guardianship  of  this  Local  Health  Authority. 
Two  cases  were  removed  from  guardianship,  one  being  discharged  by  operation 
of  law,  the  other  being  admitted  to  Hospital. 

These  cases  are  visited  regularly  and  in  each  case  a  responsible  Medical 
Officer  has  been  appointed.  As  with  Supervision  cases,  any  special  recom¬ 
mendations  are  noted  and  placed  before  the  Health  Committee.  During  the 
year  33  visits  were  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 


Classification  of  Cases  under  Guardianship  and  Supervision. — In  Section  A 
of  the  following  Table,  cases  under  Supervision  and  Guardianship  have  been 
classified  as  to  their  suitability  for  various  types  of  training,  whilst  those 
actually  receiving  such  training  at  the  31st  December,  1963,  are  shown  in 
Section  B. 


Table  M.H.6. 


Under  16 
years 

1 6  years  and 
over 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Section  A. 

Considered  suitable  for  : — 

(i)  Junior  Training  Centre  ......  .  . . .  . 

26 

21 

— 

— 

47 

(ii)  Industrial  Centre  .  . . .  .  . . 

— 

— 

40 

37 

77 

(lii)  Home  Training _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

1 

— 

6 

7 

11 

27 

21 

46 

44 

135 

Section  B. 

Number  of  cases  receiving  training  on  31.12.1 963 

(i)  Junior  Training  Centre  . _  .  . . 

17 

14 

17 

13 

61 

(ii)  In  Industrial  Centre  _  _  _  _  _ 

- — 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

(iii)  At  home  . . . . . .  .  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

14 

17 

13 

61 

Cases  removed  from  Lists  during  1963.  Of  the  listed  cases  who  were  in 
hospitals  or  under  community  care  on  the  1st  January,  1963,  the  following 
ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  supervision  as  on  31st  December,  1963. 

Male  Female  Total 

Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  2  -  2 


2-2 


Short-Term  Care. — Short-term  care  was  arranged  for  a  number  of 
persons  suffering  from  subnormality  or  severe  subnormality  while  their  families 
took  their  annual  holiday  or  some  member  of  the  family  was  in  hospital,  etc. 
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Under  16 
years 
M.  F. 


16  years  Total 

and  over 
M.  F. 


t  Admitted  to  National  Health 

/-.  •  T  T"  •  ,  i 


Service  Hospitals 


3  4 


7 

2 


i  Admitted  to  Private  Nursing  Homes 


2 


2 


3  4 


9 


During  the  year  469  interviews  took  place  in  the  Mental  Health  Depart- 
>  ment  in  dealing  with  parents  and  relatives  of  mentally  subnormal  persons 
i  seeking  advice  and  assistance., 

Training  Centre. — The  Training  Centre  is  situated  at  “Stanley  House”, 

:  Sinclair  Street,  St.  Helens,  and  at  the  start  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  a 
tl  Supervisor,  5  Assistant  Supervisors  and  2  Guide/Helps. 

During  the  year  two  students  qualified  and  were  appointed  as  Assistant 
Supervisors,  but  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  two  Assistants  resigned  to 
take  up  appointments  with  other  Authorities.  Two  students  who  were  appointed 
at  the  end  of  1962  commenced  their  full  time  training  on  the  Diploma  Course 
jin  September,  1963.  No  students  were  appointed  during  1963. 

The  premises  comprise  a  large  assembly  hall  (which  is  utilised  as  a 
\  gymnasium  and  occupational  therapy  room  for  the  older  pupils),  two  class- 
I  rooms  for  the  juniors  and  one  dining-room. 

iln  the  future  plans  for  the  expansion  of  the  Mental  Health  Service,  pupils 
up  to  the  age  of  16  years  will  be  transferred  to  the  New  Junior  Training  Centre 
at  Ashtons  Green  on  its  completion  in  1964.  This  will  leave  the  old  combined 
i  Training  Centre  at  Sinclair  Street  for  use  as  an  Adult  Training  Centre  and  with 
j  this  in  View  a  scheme  was  undertaken  for  the  overhaul  and  upgrading  of  the 
entire  heating  system  at  the  Centre.  This  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
;  approximately  £1,400. 

Meals  are  provided  through  the  School  Meals  Service  of  the  Local 
Education  Authority,  the  charges  being  in  line  with  those  operating  in  the 
:  schools  throughout  the  Borough. 

A  free  ’bus  service  is  provided  for  the  transport  of  the  attenders  to 
and  from  the  Centre,  and  they  travel  under  the  supervision  of  members  of  the 

I  Training  Centre  Staff. 

Pupils  are  graded  according  to  mental  age  and  ability,  and  the  curri¬ 
culum  includes  instruction  in  handwork,  sewing  and  embroidery,  rug-making, 
singing  and  dancing. 

The  pupils’  work  was  exhibited  at  the  Christmas  parties  provided  by 
>j  the  St.  Helens  Mental  Welfare  Society.  On  these  occasions  each  child  received 
a  gift  from  Father  Christmas. 

During  the  summer,  the  pupils  were  taken  on  a  coach  trip  to  Morecambe, 
funds  for  this  function  being  provided  by  the  St.  Helens  Mental  Welfare  Society. 

The  Centre  is  open  from  Monday  to  Friday  of  each  week,  and  con¬ 
forms  to  the  normal  terms  and  holidays  which  apply  to  the  Primary  Schools 
in  the  Borough. 
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Below  is  an  extract  from  the  attendance  register: — 


Borough 

Pupils 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Number  of  pupils  on  Register  on  i.  1.1 963  . 

34 

29 

63 

New  admissions  during  the  year  . ....  .  — 

5 

— 

5 

Number  who  ceased  to  attend  during  the  year 

5 

2 

7 

Number  on  register  at  31.12.  1963  _  _  _  _ 

34 

27 

61 

Average  daily  attendance  during  the  year _  _  _ 

25 

21 

46 

During  the  year  the  construction  of  the  New  Junior  Training  Centre  was 
commenced  following  final  agreement  on  the  design  with  Officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  project  was  well  under  way  with  the 
certainty  of  opening  in  1964. 

During  the  year  also,  negotiations  were  conducted  once  again  with  the 
Ministry  on  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  Residential  Hostel  for  Mentally  Sub¬ 
normal  Children  under  the  age  of  16  years.  The  Hostel  is  planned  to  be  erected 
on  a  site  adjacent  to  the  Junior  Training  Centre. 
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VII.—' TUBERCULOSIS 

Incidence.  In  1963,  39  persons  were  notified  as  suffering  from  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis,  10  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  2  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  also  notified  during  the  year,  8  less  than  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  was  45.  This  figure  includes  4  cases 
£  added  to  the  Register  from  other  sources,  e.g.  Death  Returns,  etc.  The  total 
it  number  of  new  cases  for  the  previous  year  was  74. 

Mortality.  7  deaths  in  1963  were  due  to  tuberculosis,  6  being  caused 
I  by  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease. 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  therefore  0.65  per  10,000  of  the 
q  population. 

Table  T.B.2.  shows  the  incidence  and  death  rate  figures  from  1944. 


Table  T.B.I. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  during  1963. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pul 

monary 

Pulu 

lonary 

Non-Pi 

llmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

9 

5 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

27 

16 

2 

— 

4 

2 

— 

1 

Ages 


0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 


Totals 


p 


42 


Table  T.B.2. 


Number  of  cases  notified  and  number  of  deaths  each  year,  1944  to  1963 


Year 

No.  ot  Primary 
notifications  received. 

Deaths 

1 

Death  Rate  per  10,000 

of  population 

i  _ 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1944 

94 

27 

48 

12 

4.9 

1.2 

1945 

81 

25 

58 

13 

5.8 

1.3 

1946 

101 

24 

48 

4 

4.6 

0.4 

1947 

111 

10 

68 

9 

6.4 

0.9 

1948 

98 

15 

63 

7 

5.7 

0.6 

1949 

96 

16 

58 

7 

5.2 

0.6 

1950 

104 

16 

46 

4 

4.1 

0.3 

1951 

87 

17 

33 

8 

3.0 

0.7 

1952 

99 

17 

37 

3 

3.4 

0.3 

1953 

104 

20 

27 

4 

2.5 

0.4 

1954 

109 

3 

28 

1 

2.5 

0.1 

1955 

71 

7 

24 

4 

2.1 

0.4 

1956 

116 

6 

12 

3 

1.1 

0.3 

1957 

85 

20 

15 

2 

1.4 

0.2 

1958 

79 

5 

17 

2 

1.5 

0.2 

1959 

68 

9 

10 

3 

0.9 

0.3 

1960 

62 

6 

10 

— 

0.9 

0.0 

1961 

51 

7 

10 

— 

0.9 

0.0 

1962 

49 

10 

12 

— 

1.1 

0.0 

1963 

39 

2 

6 

1 

0.6 

0.1 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Chest  Clinic,  The  administration  and 
clinical  work  of  the  tuberculosis  service  is  carried  out  at  Bank  House, 
Claughton  Street,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Area  Chest  Physician  appointed 
by  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  This  officer  is  responsible  to  the 
Local  Authority  for  work  under  that  part  of  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  which  deals  with  the  care  and  after-care  of  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  The  Welfare  Officer,  who  is  wholly  employed  by  the  Local 
Authority,  occupies  an  office  at  the  dispensary.  Close  liaison  is  therefore  possible 
between  the  work  of  the  Regional  Board  and  that  of  the  Local  Authority. 


During  1963,  the  following  attendances  were  made  at  the  Dispensary: — 


Tuberculous  cases  and  contacts  .  2,273 

Other  chest  conditions  .  2,277 
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Particulars  of  St.  Helens  cases  on  the  Dispensary  Register  are  set  out 

in  Table  T.B.3. 


Table  T.B.3. 


Register  of  St.  Helens  cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  1963. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1.  No.  of  cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  on  1/1/1963 . 

936 

124 

2.  No.  of  cases  added  to  the  Register  during  1 963 — 

(l)  Formal  Notifications  . . .  .  ...  . 

39 

2 

(li)  New  cases  coming  to  knowledge  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
from  other  sources — 

(a)  From  Local  Death  Returns  . „  . 

3 

(b)  From  Registrar  General’s  Death  Returns  (transferable 

. 

_ 

(c)  Posthumous  Notifications _  . .  . . .  . 

1 

— 

(d)  Transfers  from  other  areas......  ......  . . 

3 

1 

(e)  Other  sources  .  . . .  . .  . 

5 

1 

3.  No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during  year— 

(a)  Recovered  . .  .  ...  . 

28 

3 

(b)  Deaths — 

(i)  Certified  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  ......  . 

6 

1 

(ii)  Other  Causes  ......  .  . . .  ._  . 

2 

1 

(c)  Transferred  to  other  areas,  lost  sight  of,  or  otherwise 
deleted  from  Register  ..  . . . .  . 

39 

6 

4.  No.  of  cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  on  31/12/1963  . . .  .  . 

932 

117 

Institutional  Treatment.  56  tuberculous  patients  from  St.  Helens  were 
admitted  to  Eccleston  Hall  for  treatment  during  the  year  1963.  There  were  2 
in-patient  deaths  of  St.  Helens  cases  during  the  twelve  months. 
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VIU.— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Three  meetings  of  the  Care  and  After-Care  Sub-Committee  were  held 
during  the  year.  The  Sub-Committee  consists  of  the  following: — 

5  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

One  representative  from  each  of  the  following  bodies: 

The  National  Assistance  Board 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

The  British  Legion. 

The  Soldiers’,  Sailors’  and  Airmen’s  Families  Association. 

As  in  previous  years  the  specialised  knowledge  of  the  co-opted  members 
proved  of  great  assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Committee.  The  work  during  the 
year  was  concerned  with  the  welfare  and  assistance  of  both  tuberculous  and 
non-tuberculous  patients. 

Provision  of  milk  as  extra  nourishment.  The  scheme  for  the  provision 
of  additional  milk  which  was  started  in  1950  was  continued  during  the  year. 
Eligibility  for  issue  in  each  case  was  approved  by  the  Chest  Physician.  A 
remission  of  charges  was  made  according  to  a  scale  approved  by  the  local 
authority.  7  patients  received  milk  during  the  year,  of  whom  2  were  new 
cases  and  5  old  cases.  Each  case  was  supplied  with  a  pint  of  milk  daily  for 
periods  varying  from  4  to  12  weeks. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Requisites.  As  approved  by  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  various  articles  of  nursing  requisites  are  available,  e.g.  air  rings, 
urinals,  bed  pans,  rubber  sheetings,  bed  rests,  commodes,  bed  cradles,  beds, 
mattresses,  etc.  These  articles  are  issued  on  loan  in  accordance  with  charges 
approved  by  the  Health  Committee. 

During  the  year  a  modification  was  made  in  the  scheme  whereby  articles 
were  loaned,  free  of  charge,  to  long-term  cases  of  chronic  illness  and  patients 
who  were  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  Benefit. 

The  number  of  patients  using  the  Nursing  Equipment  Loan  Service 
during  the  year  was  401.  The  total  fees  collected  during  the  year  was 
£33  Is.  6d. 

During  the  year  many  gifts  were  received  for  use  in  the  After-Care 
Service,  including  beds  complete  with  mattresses,  settees  and  chairs. 

Nursing  equipment  was  supplied  on  loan  to  5  cases  of  paraplegia 
being  nursed  at  home  following  discharge  from  Orthopaedic  Hospitals. 

Two  old-age  pensioners  on  discharge  from  hospital  and  unable  to  get 
upstairs  were  supplied  with  single  beds,  complete  with  mattresses,  free  of  charge, 
to  enable  then  to  be  nursed  downstairs. 

Two  child  patients  have  the  loan  of  beds  and  mattresses  to  enable  them 
to  be  nursed  downstairs,  free  of  any  charge. 

Home  Shelters.  Home  shelters  are  available  for  loan  to  tuberculous 
patients.  Lighting  and  heating  installation  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
but  the  cost  of  current  consumed  is  borne  by  the  patient. 

COLONIZATION — Provision  is  made  for  the  maintenance  and  training 
of  selected  cases  in  tuberculosis  colonies. 
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Convalescent  Treatment 
(a)  Tuberculous  Patients 

Several  applications  were  made  on  behalf  of  tuberculous  patients  (non- 
infectious)  for  convalescent  treatment.  They  were  admitted  to  Convalescent 
!  Homes  for  periods  varying  from  2-3  weeks. 


(b)  Non-1  uberculous  Patients 

Application  for  Convalescent  treatment  was  made  on  behalf  of  two  non- 
tuberculous  patients  to  their  former  employers.  They  were  each  admitted  to  St. 
Anne’s-On-Sea  Convalescent  Home  for  a  period  of  two  weeks,  expenses  being 
:  paid  by  the  local  firm. 

Application  for  Convalescent  treatment  was  made  on  behalf  of  two  male 
non-tuberculous  patients  to  the  St.  Helens  District  Nursing  Association.  One 
1  was  admitted  to  St.  Anne’s-on-Sea  Convalescent  Home  for  a  period  of  two 
weeks,  the  other  unfortunately  becoming  too  ill  to  accept  the  booking. 

Application  was  made  on  behalf  of  a  female  patient  to  the  St.  Helens 
District  Nursing  Association.  She  was  admitted  for  two  weeks  to  the  Lear 
Home  of  Recovery,  Hoylake. 

Two  other  female  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Lear  Home  of  Recovery 
each  for  two  weeks  convalescence,  expenses  being  paid  from  the  Home  Patients’ 
Voluntary  Welfare  Fund. 

Application  for  convalescent  treatment  was  made  on  behalf  of  a  married 
couple,  aged  80  years,  to  the  Evelyn  Devonshire  Convalescent  Home,  Buxton. 
They  were  admitted  for  a  period  of  two  weeks,  expenses  being  paid  by  the  St. 
Helens  District  Nursing  Association. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Ormskirk  Children’s  Hospital  on  behalf  of 
a  child  of  fourteen  years  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  She  was 
admitted  for  a  two-week  period  of  convalescence. 


Occupational  Therapy 

Under  section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the  Local 
/  Authority  operate  a  scheme  for  domiciliary  occupational  therapy  for  tuber- 
j  culous  and  non-tuberculous  patients. 

In  the  absence  of  a  Handicrafts  Instructor  the  work  is  undertaken  by 
i  the  Welfare  Officer  and  there  has  been  considerable  expansion  of  this  Service. 

(Informal  handicraft  classes  are  held  at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  home  training 
has  also  been  undertaken.  The  schedule  of  handicrafts  includes  leather  work, 
i  rugmaking,  embroidery,  knitting,  woodwork,  basketry  and  the  making  of 
&  lampshades,  soft  toys,  and  artificial  jewellery,  etc.  Samples  of  completed  work 
ji  are  on  view  throughout  the  year  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 

During  the  year  many  patients  have  used  this  service  and  various 
i  articles  have  been  purchased  to  the  value  of  £702.  15s.  3d. 

Initial  free  issues  (varying  from  5/-  to  10/-)  totalling  17s.  6d.  have  been 
made  to  two  patients. 
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Without  doubt  the  provision  of  this  scheme  has  been  much  appreciated 
by  the  patients  and  has  helped  very  considerably  in  their  recovery  and  ultimate 
resettlement  in  employment. 


Welfare.  During  the  year  the  Welfare  Officer  advised  and  assisted 
patients  and  their  relatives  attending  the  Chest  Clinic  and  regular  visits  were 
paid  to  Eccleston  Hall  Hospital  in  order  to  help  in-patients  with  personal 
problems.  Home  visits  were  made  to  both  tuberculous  and  non-tuberculous 
patients. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  paid  by  the  Welfare  Officer: 


Visits  to  tuberculous  patients  .  116 

Visits  to  non-tuberculous  patients  .  260 

Visits  to  Eccleston  Hall  Hospital  .  42 

Total  .  418 


There  were  566  office  interviews. 

Close  contact  was  maintained  as  in  previous  years  with  other  statutory 
bodies  and  voluntary  organisations.  Some  examples  of  this  work  are  given 
below. 

Statutory  Bodies 

During  the  year,  6  families  (in  which  one  or  more  members  were 
suffering  from  tuberculosis)  were  included  on  the  tuberculous  patients  housing 
list  as  being  in  need  of  re-housing.  This  figure  includes  some  families  who  were 
already  on  the  Corporation’s  list  for  re-housing. 

The  Housing  Committee  again  agreed  to  the  allocation  of  24  houses 
per  annum  for  the  priority  housing  of  cases  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Details 
of  the  position  in  1963  are  given  below: — 

Tuberculous  patients  on  the  housing  fist  of  the  Local  Authority, 


1/1/63  .  4 

New  cases  added  to  list  .  2 

Allocations  of  Council  houses  .  5 

Number  of  patients  finding  their  own  accommodation  . 

Total  on  Tuberculosis  Housing  List — 31/12/63  .  1 


It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Council’s 
Housing  Committee,  it  has  been  possible  over  a  number  of  years  to  make 
regular  and  substantial  allocation  of  council  houses  to  tuberculous  patients  in 
need  of  improved  housing.  At  the  3 1st  December,  1963,  only  1  tuberculous 
family  was  awaiting  the  allocation  of  a  council  house.  It  must  be  emphasised 
that  the  change  of  environment  and  improved  housing  facilities  provided  under 
this  scheme  does  much  for  the  improvement  of  both  the  physical  and  mental 
health  of  tuberculous  cases. 

Applications  were  made  to  the  Housing  Department  on  behalf  of  two 
tuberculous  patients  for  an  exchange  from  their  prefabricated  dwellings  to 
more  suitable  brick  houses,  and  also  on  behalf  of  a  patient  suffering  from 
bronchitis  and  emphysema  for  an  exchange  of  a  Council  house  to  one  in  a 
more  convenient  area.  In  all  cases  suitable  exchanges  were  granted. 
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Ministry  of  Labour.  As  in  previous  years  the  co-operation  between  the 
Chest  Clinic  staff  and  the  Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officers  (male  and  female) 
proved  very  successful. 

7  male  patients  were  added  to  the  Disablement  Register  during  the  year. 

4  male  tuberculous  patients  were  placed  in  employment  during  the 
year.  Periodic  meetings  have  been  held  between  the  Disablement  Resettlement 
Officers,  Chest  Physician  and  Welfare  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
types  of  work  suitable  for  tuberculous  patients  fit  for  employment. 

One  male  patient  (tuberculous)  after  12  months  training  in  gardening  at 
[  the  Government  Training  Centre,  St.  Loyes  College,  Exeter,  was  placed  as 
l  Gardener  at  Exvale  Hospital,  Exminster,  Devon. 


Training  Courses  for  Patients.  Arrangements  are  made  through  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  for  the  industrial  rehabilitation  and 
vocational  training  of  selected  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Rehabilitation  courses  are 
of  approximately  10  week  periods,  whilst  Government  training  is  from  6  to  12 
months.  The  most  popular  subjects  are  motor  repairing,  joinery,  cabinet 
making,  shorthand  and  typewriting.  The  patients  are  eventually  placed  in 
employment  with  local  firms. 

National  Assistance  Board.  Patients  suffering  a  loss  of  income  in 
order  to  undergo  treatment  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  thus  becoming 
eligible  for  the  higher  rate  of  allowance,  were  referred  to  the  Board  as  a  matter 
of  routine.  18  such  cases  were  referred  during  the  year. 

In  addition  “Exceptional  Needs  Grants”  were  made  to  tuberculous 
cases  as  follows: 


Clothing  grants  .  3  patients 

Footwear .  2  patients 

Prescription  Charges  .  1  patient 

Non-tuberculous  patients  were  assisted  as  follows: — 

Supplementary  Allowances  .  11  patients 

Extra  Nourishment  Grants  .  1  patient 

Footwear  grants  .  3  patients 

Electricity  accounts  £3.  15s.  4d .  1  patient 


Throughout  the  year  the  National  Assistance  Board  Officers  gave  all 
i  possible  help  to  tuberculous  and  non-tuberculous  patients,  and  co-operated 
■I  closely  with  the  Welfare  Officer. 


Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance.  Close  liaison  was  main¬ 
tained  with  the  officers  of  this  Ministry  in  order  to  ensure  that  all  possible 
i  facilities  were  available  through  these  agencies  to  tuberculous  and  non-tuber- 
d  culous  patients. 


Ministry  of  Health. — Applications  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
on  behalf  of  3  spastic  children  for  provision  of  invalid  wheel  chairs,  which 
were  supplied. 
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Several  applications  were  made  also  for  provision  of  adult  wheel  chairs, 
both  indoor  and  outdoor  type,  to  arthritic  patients. 

In  all  these  cases  suitable  chairs  were  provided. 

Home  Help  Service. — During  the  year  1  case  of  tuberculosis  and  9  non- 
tuberculous  cases  were  referred  to  the  Home  Help  Service. 

Local  Education  Department — Clothing  Grants. — Several  cases  of 
children  of  both  tuberculous  and  non-tuberculous  patients  were  referred  for 
clothing  and  footwear  grants  and  in  each  case  the  maximum  allowance  was 
given. 


VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS 

British  Red  Cross  Society — Emergency  Help  Service. — The  Emergency 
Help  Service  helped  many  pensioner  patients  with  bedding,  clothing  and 
occupational  therapy  materials. 

Other  Voluntary  Agencies 

Help  with  bedding,  clothing,  grants,  etc.,  was  given  by  the  following 
organisations: — 

British  Legion,  Forces’  Help  Society,  Royal  Air  Force  Association, 
Royal  Naval  Benevolent  Trust,  S.S.A.F.A. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  kindness  and  willingness  to  help 
of  all  the  local  Branch  Secretaries  of  these  organisations. 

Application  was  made  on  behalf  of  hospital  patients  to  the  Merseyside 
Hospitals  Council  for  the  in-patient  grant. 

Several  patients  were  referred  to  the  St.  Helens  Council  of  Social  Service 
for  advice. 

Cancer  Relief  Fund.  Application  for  assistance  was  made  on  behalf 
of  five  patients  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Cancer  Relief  Fund.  Life  grants  of 
15/-  per  week  were  given  in  each  case.  In  two  cases  additional  grants  of  £10 
were  made  to  cover  cost  of  bedding  and  extra  nourishments. 

Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation. — Fourteen  Cancer  Cases  notified  to 
the  Care  and  After-Care  Service,  have  been  helped  from  the  Marie  Curie 
Memorial  Fund,  in  the  form  of  clothing  and  extra  nourishment. 


Chiropody  Service. — Several  cases  were  referred  for  chiropody  treatment. 

Meals  on  Wheels.  Several  cases  were  referred  to  the  W.V.S.  for 
provision  of  meals  on  wheels. 

Dorcas  Society. — Application  was  made  on  behalf  of  several  patients 
for  clothing  and  bedding,  and  in  each  case  necessary  clothing  and  bedding  was 
provided. 
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National  Coal  Board 

An  approach  was  made  to  the  National  Coal  Board  for  the  provision  of 
a  ramp  at  the  home  of  a  paraplegic  patient  who  had  been  disabled  in  the  mines, 
for  easy  access  in  his  wheel  chair,  and  this  was  provided. 

Gifts  to  the  Care  and  After-Care  Service 

Gifts  of  beds,  mattresses,  commodes,  etc.  have  been  made  for  use  in  the 
5  Care  and  After-Care  Service. 

Voluntary  Fund. 

During  the  year  several  members  of  the  Care  and  After-Care  Committee 
i  and  other  Welfare  workers  assisted  the  Welfare  Officer  and  the  Tuberculosis 
1  Health  Visitor  in  maintaining  a  voluntary  fund.  This  fund  (The  Horne  Patients’ 

1  Voluntary  Welfare  Fund)  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Care  and  After-Care 
i  Sub-Committee  to  assist  patients  in  ways  outside  the  scope  of  the  Local  Authori¬ 
ty  in  its  statutory  capacity.  The  fund  derives  its  income  from  voluntary  organised 
i  sales  of  work  and  from  donations,  etc.  Invalid  foods  have  been  purchased  at 

I[  regular  intervals  and  20  food  parcels  have  been  distributed  to  necessitous  non¬ 
pensioner  and  pensioner  patients  and  their  dependants.  At  Christmas  81  parcels 
of  groceries  were  distributed,  27  to  tuberculous  families,  31  to  non-tuberculous 
families,  22  to  pensioners  and  one  to  a  diabetic  patient.  Christmas  presents  were 
purchased  and  distributed  to  25  children  who  were  either  patients  themselves  or 
whose  parents  were  unable  to  work  because  of  illness.  Two  other  patients,  a 
spastic  and  a  paraplegic,  each  received  gifts  of  £1  Os.  Od. 

Two  female  patients  referred  for  convalescence,  were  admitted  to  the 
i  Lear  Home  of  Recovery,  Hoylake,  for  a  two  weeks  period.  Convalescent  fees 
1  of  £9  Os.  d.  each  were  paid  from  the  Voluntary  Fund,  together  with  travelling 
b  expenses  and  pocket  money  allowances.  Two  iron  bedsteads  were  purchased 
•  from  the  Fund  and  issued,  one  to  a  mentally  sub-normal  boy,  the  other  to  an 
old  aged  pensioner  on  discharge  from  hospital. 

These  gifts  undoubtedly  were  much  appreciated. 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

The  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  school  children  against  tuberculosis 
|  was  continued  during  1963.  During  the  year,  1,830  children  were  Heaf  tested, 
1  Of  these,  1 13  failed  to  keep  their  second  appointment  and  will  be  followed  up 
['  when  the  vaccination  team  again  visits  the  school  during  the  coming  year.  246 
]  of  these  pupils  were  found  to  be  positive  to  the  test  and,  therefore,  did  not 
|  require  vaccination.  21  of  the  remaining  pupils  found  to  be  negative  to  the  test, 
y  were  unsuitable  for  vaccination  on  medical  grounds.  The  remaining  1,450 
r  children  were  successfully  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  Vaccine. 

Pupils  who  were  found  to  be  strongly  positive  to  the  Heaf  tuberculin  test 
r  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation.  In  the  majority  of 
i  these  cases  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  history  of  contact  with  a  known  case 
1  of  tuberculosis,  usually  a  member  of  the  family.  No  active  cases  were  found  in 
this  group  during  1963. 

The  246  pupils  found  positive  to  the  Heaf  tuberculin  test,  give  a  tuber- 
tculin  positive  rate  of  13.3%  for  the  groups  tested  during  1963.  This  figure 
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compares  most  favourably  with  the  corresponding  figure  for  1962  which  was 
29.7%.  The  figures  recorded  in  1961  and  1960  were  29.75%  and  29.02%  res¬ 
pectively.  This  consistently  high  figure  was  a  constant  source  of  worry  during 
these  years  as  it  indicated  a  fairly  high  degree  of  infection  in  the  school  popula¬ 
tion.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  from  the  figure  of  13.3%  recorded  in  1963 
that  the  strenuous  efforts  made  during  the  last  few  years  to  eradicate  tubercu¬ 
losis  infection  from  the  schools  has  met  with  reasonable  success. 

The  experience  gained  during  these  years  has  indicated  the  value  of 
tuberculin  testing  as  an  indication  of  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  infection  in 
the  school  population  as  a  whole,  and  indeed  in  individual  schools  in  the  County 
Borough.  B.C.G.  vaccination,  together  with  tuberculin  testing  of  school  children, 
has  an  obvious  and  vital  part  to  play  in  the  future  struggle  against  a  disease  that 
has  been  largely  controlled,  but  by  no  means  eradicated. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

Throughout  the  year  there  was  a  gradual  increase  in  demands  for 
Chiropody  treatment.  The  total  number  of  treatments  provided  during  1963 
was  7,843  compared  with  7,249  in  the  preceding  year,  which  was  the  first 
complete  year  of  the  running  of  the  Chiropody  Service  by  the  Health 
Department. 


The  number  of  treatments  given  from  the  1st  January  1963  to  the  31st 
December  1963  was  as  follows: 

CHIROPODY  TREATMENTS,  1963. 

Surgery  Domiciliary  Total 


January  . 

495 

30 

525 

February  . 

496 

34 

530 

March  . 

604 

30 

634 

April  . 

640 

35 

675 

May  . 

755 

28 

783 

June  . 

573 

34 

607 

July  . 

691 

33 

724 

August . 

590 

30 

620 

September  . 

664 

29 

693 

October  . 

705 

34 

739 

November  . 

647 

24 

671 

December  . 

612 

30 

642 

7,472  371  7,843 
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The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  patients  included  on  the  Chiropody 
Register,  receiving  treatment  during  the  year,  was  as  follows: 


Ages 

Treatments 

Sex 

65—69 

70  + 

Surgery 

Domiciliary 

Males 

110 

216 

774 

33 

Females 

534 

855 

6698 

338 

Totals: 

644 

1071 

7472 

371 

1715 

78 

43 

It  is  very  apparent  from  the  above  that  Chiropody  treatment  was  required 
<  by  females  to  a  greater  extent  than  for  males.  In  addition,  males  received  on  an 
I  average  2.5  treatments  throughout  the  year  whereas  the  females  received,  on  an 
average,  5.0  treatments. 

It  will  be  seen  also  that  the  demand  for  treatment  increases  with  age.  In 
i(  both  sexes  the  number  of  patients  in  the  70  +  age-group  was  considerably  higher 
1  than  that  in  the  65 — 69  age-group.  It  is  estimated  in  round  figures  that  the 
H  population  in  St.  Helens  aged  65 — 69  is  4,600  (2,000  males  and  2,600  females), 
t  and  into  the  70  +  age-group  6,600  (2,600  males  and  4,000  females). 


The  Health  Committee  reviewed  the  question  of  charges  made  to  aged 
)i  persons  using  the  Chiropody  Service,  and  it  was  decided  that  as  from  the  1st 
3  January,  1964  the  charge  of  3/-  per  treatment  would  be  cancelled  and  the  service 
|i  would  be  free  in  the  future. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  a  special  session  was  commenced  at  the  Chiropody 
Clinic  situated  at  the  Welfare  Foods  Centre  in  Bickerstaffe  Street.  This  was 
r  intended  initially  for  the  treatment  of  expectant  mothers  and  would  be  held  once 
5  per  month  or  oftener  if  required.  It  is  planned  to  include  handicapped  persons 
i  as  eligible  for  attendance  at  this  clinic  in  the  near  future. 
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IX — VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  St,  Helens  Special  Treatment  Centre  is  under  the  administration 
of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  the  centre  continues  to  be 
staffed  by  male  and  female  nurses  provided  by  the  Corporation  under  agency 
agreements. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year  1963,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year.  This  includes 
cases  from  outside  the  Borough  who  may  receive  treatment  at  the  St.  Helens 
Centre. 


Table  V.D.l 


1962 

1963 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1.  No.  ot  cases  under  treatment  or  observation  on 

1  st  January  . .  .  .  . 

2.  No.  of  new  cases  (including  cases  previously 

36 

36 

27 

26 

removed  from  the  register  who  returned  for 
further  observation  or  treatment)  and  Transfers 

146 

59 

127 

45 

3.  No.  of  cases  discharged  after  completion  of  treat- 

ment  or  transferred  to  other  centres  or  ceased 
to  attend  . . . .  ......  ...... 

135 

69 

132 

48 

4.  No.  of  cases  remaining  under  treatment  or  obser- 

vation  on  31st  December  . . 

27 

26 

22 

23 

5.  No.  of  attendances  : — 

(a)  For  consultation  or  treatment  bv  Medical 

Officers  .  . .  . . 

546 

274 

378 

181 

(b)  For  intermediate  treatments  .  . 

56 

6 

90 

24 

Table  V.D.2  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  definite  venereal  disease 
treated  for  the  first  time  at  the  Centre  during  each  of  the  past  ten  years.  This 
table  excludes  cases  which  had  received  treatment  previously  at  other  Centres, 
and  also  cases  removed  from  the  register  in  previous  years  who  returned  for 
treatment  or  observation  for  the  same  infection. 


Table  V.D.2 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  dealt  with  during  10  years, 
1954  to  1963: 


Year 

Sypl 

nils 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

1  otal 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1954  .... 

3 

2 

— 

— — 

10 

2 

17 

1955  ..... 

3 

4 

1 

— 

16 

2 

26 

1956  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

14 

9 

27 

1957  . 

4 

5 

1 

— 

18 

8 

36 

1958  . 

2 

6 

— 

— 

14 

7 

29 

1959  ..._ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

20 

5 

27 

i960  ..... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

7 

27 

1961  ..... 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

31 

20 

53 

1962  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

24 

15 

40 

1963  ..... 

' 

2 

— 

— 

22 

12 

36 

53 


The  following  table  V.D.3  gives  a  summary  of  the  services  rendered  at 


the  treatment  centre  during  the  year, 
resided. 

Table 


Name  of  County , 

County  Borough ,  etc.  Syphilis 

St.  Helens .  — • 

Lancashire  C.  C . 2 

Others  . 

Total  .  2 


showing  the  areas  in  which  the  patients 


V.D.3. 


Other 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions 

Total 

22 

92 

114 

1 1 

34 

47 

1 

1 

2 

34  127  163 


Contact  Tracing 

During  the  year  the  welfare  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  Special 
1  Treatment  Clinic  were  carried  on  as  in  previous  years.  The  attendant  at  the 
j  Male  Clinic  was  responsible  for  the  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  follow-up  of 
i  defaulters  in  conjunction  with  the  Department’s  Welfare  Officer  of  the  Care  and 
After-Care  Service  who  carried  out  the  work  for  the  female  clinic. 

The  use  of  Contact  Slips  (a  slip  bearing  the  Patient’s  Identification  No., 

I  the  address  of  the  Clinic  and  the  Code  No.  of  his  or  her  disease)  proved  effective 
in  accounting  for  10  of  the  12  females  case  of  gonorrhoea,  the  remaining  2 
:  cases  were  referred  by  other  centres. 

Of  the  22  males  who  attended  with  gonorrhoea  10  of  these  were  infected 
by  known  consorts  who  subsequently  attended  for  treatment  as  previously 
stated.  The  remaining  12  cases  were  infected  by  the  casual  ‘pick-up’,  3  of  them 
being  long  distance  lorry  drivers  who  were  infected  by  hitch-hikers. 


Gonorrhoea  in  Young  People 


Out  of  the  22  male  cases  and  12  female  cases  of  gonorrhoea  4  males  and  3 
)  females  were  under  the  age  of  19.  Of  the  remainder,  7  males  and  5  females  were 
i  under  24  years  of  age. 
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X— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. — Under  Section  203  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  1,883  live  births  and  68  still-births  were  notified  during  1963. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  1962  were  1,960  live  births  and  41  still-births. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  as  belonging  to  St.  Helens 
was  1,899,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  17.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  year 
1963.  The  corresponding  rates  over  the  past  5  years  were  respectively  16.9  in 
1958,  17.1  in  1959,  17.5  in  1960,  17.6  in  1961  and  18.3  in  1962. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. — During  1963  the  deaths  occurred  of  51 
infants  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  that 
year  of  26.9  per  1,000  live  births.  The  corresponding  rates  during  the  preceding 
five  years  were  35.8  in  1958,  24.3  in  1959,  39.2  in  1960,  28.3  in  1961  and  22,2 
in  1962.  The  average  for  the  five  years  1959-1963  was  29.9.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1963  was  20.9  per  1,000  births, 

Table  M.C.W.l  below  shows  the  ages  at  death  and  causes  of  death  in  these 
infants.  It  will  be  noted  that  36  of  the  infants  died  before  the  age  of  one  month 
(the  neo-natal  period),  6  died  between  1  and  3  months,  7  died  between  3  and 
6  months,  and  2  died  between  9  and  12  months, 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  deaths,  therefore,  occurred  within  the  first 
three  months.  The  following  tables  present  a  statistical  review  of  the  deaths 
with  remarks  on  the  apparent  causal  factors. 


Table  M.C.W.l 


Ages  at  which 
death  occurred 

Causes  of  Death 

l  i  , 

Total 

Congenital  1 

Prematurity 

Pneumonia 

Infection 

Accidents 

Other  Causes 

Birth  to  24  hours  . 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15 

1  day  to  7  days . 

4 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

17 

8  days  to  1  month  . 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

4 

1  month  to  3  months 

1 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

6 

3  months  to  6  months 

1 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

7 

6  months  to  9  months 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9  months  to  12  months 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

ALL  AGES 

10 

22 

i 

11 

4 

— 

4 

51 

55 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  26.8  per  1,000  live  births  has  increased 
from  22.2  per  1,000  live  births  in  1962,  which  was  the  lowest  infantile  mortality 
rate  ever  recorded  for  St.  Helens.  The  increase  in  numbers  is  once  again  due  to 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  Prematurity.  The  number  of  babies 
who  died  from  this  cause  was  twice  as  many  as  those  who  died  of  Prematurity 
in  1962,  and  this  fact  again  stresses  the  need  for  better  accommodation  in  the 
area  for  the  treatment  of  premature  infants.  Plans  have  been  approved  for  an 
extension  of  the  nursery  at  Cowley  Hill  Maternity  Hospital  to  include  a  special 
nursery  for  the  care  of  premature  infants,  and  it  is  planned  to  start  building  this 
extension  early  in  1964. 

The  following  Table  M.C.W.2  shows  the  time  of  the  year  at  which  the 
!  various  deaths  occurred. 


Table  M.C.W.2. 

Month  when  death  occurred  of  children  under  one  year. 


Month  during  1963 
when  death  occurred 

Causes  of  Deat 

h 

Total 

Congenital 

Prematurity 

Pneumonia 

Infection 

j 

Accidents  j 

l 

Other  Causes 

January  . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

— 

— 

3 

February . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— - 

— _ 

3 

March  . 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

April  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

« — 

— 

5 

May . 

3 

1 

1 

— „ 

— 

5 

June . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

3 

July  . 

— 

2 

— 

- — 

1 

3 

August  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

September  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

October  . 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

6 

November  . 

— 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

8 

December  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTAL 

10 

22 

!  ii 

4 

— 

4 

51 

The  4  deaths  due  to  Infection  (other  than  Pneumonia)  were  caused  by 
'.  aGastro  Enteritis  2,  Acute  Bronchitis  1 ,  and  Fulminating  Respiratory  Infection  1. 

The  4  deaths  due  to  other  causes  were  as  follows:  Atelectasis  1,  Ery- 
dthroblastosis  1,  Haemorrhagic  disease  of  the  New  born  1,  and  Respiratory 
failure  due  to  Cardiac  Arrest  1. 


itfA 


Ashtons  Green  Health  Centre— opened  on  1st  August  1963. 


St.  Helens  Ambulance  Service  Headquarters — opened  on  Sth  October  1963. 
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The  25  deaths  of  premature  infants  were  specially  investigated.  22  of 
these  deaths  were  directly  attributable  to  prematurity.  Table  M.C.W.3  shows 
the  birth  weights  of  these  infants,  the  periods  of  pregnancy  at  which  these 
premature  births  occurred  and  the  causes  of  the  prematurity.  (An  infant  of 
5^1b.  or  less  at  birth  is  classed  as  a  premature  birth  for  the  purpose  of  the 
following  table.) 


Table  M.C.W.  3 

Analysis  of  Deaths  of  Premature  Infants 

(a)  Weights  at  Birth  of  Premature  Infants 


Less  than  2  lb.  3  oz.  .  5 

2  lb.  3  oz.  to  3  lb.  4  oz.  .  7 

3  lb.  4  oz.  to  4  lb.  6  oz .  7 

4  lb.  6  oz.  to  4  lb.  15  oz.  .  3 

4  lb.  15  oz.  to  5  lb.  8  oz .  3 


Total  .  25 


(b)  Periods  of  pregnancy  at  which  premature  births  occurred  (i,e.  5£lb.  or  less 
at  birth) 

Period  of  pregnancy: 


24  weeks  .  1 

26  weeks  .  1 

28  weeks  .  2 

30  weeks  .  6 

32  weeks  .  7 

33  weeks 

34  weeks  .  4 

36  weeks  .  4 

37  weeks  . 

38  weeks  . 

39  weeks  . 

Total  .  25 

(c)  Causes  of  Prematurity 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy  .  7 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  .  5 

Twin  Pregnancy  .  6 

No  apparent  cause  .  4 

Congenital  Defect  .  3 


25 


(25  premature  infants  died  during  the  year,  22  deaths  being  due  to 
Prematurity,  1  to  Pneumonia  and  2  to  Congenital  Defects.) 
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STILL-BIRTHS. — The  number  of  still-births  registered  as  belonging 
to  the  Borough  was  63.  All  still-births  were  investigated,  and  the  causes  of  intra¬ 
uterine  deaths  were  attributable  to  the  following  conditions: 

Renal  Agenesis 
Prematurity 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy 

Rh.  Negative  . 

Anencephaly  . 

Spina  Bifida 
Breech  Delivery 

Diabetes  . 

Intra-uterine  death 

Cord  around  neck  . 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage 
Impacted  Shoulders 
Prolonged  Labour 

Mongolism  . 

Hydrocephaly 
Postmaturity  . 

63 


MATERNAL  DEATHS' — During  1963,  5  deaths  were  recorded  by  the 
j;  Registrar  General  as  resulting  from  childbirth  or  accidents  of  pregnancy. 

Two  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  Pulmonary  Embolism  following  Caesa- 
\i  rean  Section.  Both  patients  had  returned  home  from  hospital  after  an  apparently 
a  normal  post-operative  period,  but  developed  Pulmonary  Embolism  and  died. 

One  death  was  due  to  shock  following  Haemorrhage  due  to  Placenta 

SPraevia  and  occurred  in  hospital.  One  death  was  caused  by  acute  Pneumonia 
accelerated  by  an  Anaesthetic  for  Caesarean  Section,  and  one  death  was  due  to 
Pulmonary  Embolism  due  to  Cerebral  Thrombosis  following  Toxaemia  of 
’  Pregnancy.  These  last  two  patients  also  died  in  hospital.  All  the  5  deaths  were 
(  reported  to  the  Coroner,  a  post-mortem  examination  was  carried  out  in  all  the 
i  cases,  and  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  patient  who  died  from  Pneumonia  accel- 
|  crated  by  an  Anaesthetic  for  Caesarean  Section. 

In  comparison,  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  preceding  year  was 
I  1.0  per  1,000  live  and  still-births. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 

1  Puerperal  Pyrexia — 4  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during 

the  year,  all  cases  occurring  on  the  district.  The  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering 
I  from  Anaemia,  Head  Cold,  Uterine  Infection  and  Gastro-Enteritis.  The  patients 
suffering  from  Anaemia  and  Head  Cold  were  treated  at  home  and  the  cases  of 
Uterine  Infection  and  Gastro-Enteritis  were  transferred  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

Pemphigus. — No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 


1 

16 

10 

4 

4 

4 
3 
1 

5 
1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 
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Other  Infectious  Diseases. — -The  following  Fable,  M.C.W.4.,  shows  the 
number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  occurred  in  children 
under  5  years  of  age,  and  the  deaths  resulting  therefrom. 


Table  M.C.W.4. 


Under  1  year 

1-5 

years 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever _  _ _  ......  . .  ...... 

“  ” 

25 

Diphtheria  ......  .....  ...  ......  ..  ..... 

_ 

— 

Measles  . .  . .  ......  ......  ..... 

74 

— 

1313 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ......  .......  ......  .....  ... 

18 

- — 

99 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ......  . . 

— 

_ — 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

2 

i 

i 

CLINIC  SERVICES 

Child  Welfare  Clinics.— -Clinics  for  children  under  5  years  of  age  are 
held  on  10  sessions  weekly  at  9  centres. 

On  the  1st  August,  1963,  a  new  Health  Centre  for  mothers  and  young 
children  was  opened  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  St.  Helens,  at  the  new 
Ashtons  Green  Community  Site. 

The  new  premises  is  a  spacious,  well  designed  and  fully  equipped  clinic 
and  is  used  for  ante-natal,  child  welfare,  immunisation  and  minor  ailments 
clinic.  The  situation  is  ideal  as  it  is  in  the  centre  of  a  newly  developed  district 
of  the  town  and  is  on  the  fringe  of  a  National  Coal  Board  Housing  Estate.  It  will 
ultimately  replace  the  old  Centre  at  Nunn  Street,  Parr,  where  clinic  sessions  have 
been  conducted  in  rented  premises  and  have  been  far  from  satisfactory  from 
any  modern  standard.  The  Nunn  Street  Centre  will  remain  in  use  to  cater  for  a 
limited  number  of  cases  until  such  time  as  it  is  considered  that  it  may  be  dis¬ 
continued,  as  clearance  and  re-development  proceeds  in  that  part  of  the  town 
served  by  the  old  clinic. 

As  regards  future  planning,  a  site  for  new  clinic  premises  at  Sutton  has 
been  approved  and  plans  are  in  course  of  preparation.  Application  has  also  been 
made  to  the  Estates  Sub-Committee  of  the  Council  to  allocate  a  site  for  premises 
to  replace  the  existing  Blackbrook  Clinic,  once  again  held  in  rented  premises 
in  the  area. 

Table  M.C.W.5.  shows  attendances  at  the  various  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics. 

During  the  year,  routine  tests  for  the  detection  of  phenylketonuria  were 
conducted  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

A  total  of  1,139  tests  were  conducted  in  clinics,  and  in  addition  a  further 
264  tests  were  carried  out  on  the  district  in  the  homes  of  the  patients.  No  case 
was  detected  as  a  result  of  the  survey. 
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Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  as  well  as  at  the  special  sessions  held  at  the  School  Clinic  in  Claughton 
Street,  and  at  the  outlying  district  clinics. 


During  the  year,  health  education  activities  in  the  various  clinics  were 
augmented  by  a  series  of  film  shows  on  appropriate  subjects,  which  were 
shown  regularly  at  the  Central  and  District  Clinics. 


In  accordance  with  arrangements  made  with  the  Lancashire  County 
Council,  96  infant  welfare  cases  from  the  adjoining  County  area  made  424 
^attendances  at  the  Central  or  District  clinics. 


Ante-natal  Clinics. — At  the  end  of  the  year,  ante-natal  clinics  were  being 
held  10  times  weekly  at  9  centres. 


Table  M.C.W.5. 

Attendances  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  during  1963 


Child  Welfare  Clinics: 

Number  who  attended  and  who  were  born  in: 

(i)  1963  . 

1,262 

(ii)  1962  . 

1,030 

(iii)  1959-1961  . 

852 

Number  of  attendances  by  children  . 

13,977 

Ante-natal  Clinics: 

Medical  Officer’s  Sessions,  including  Specialist  Ante-natal  Clinics: 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  . 

1,480 

Number  of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers  . 

6,484 

Midwives’  Sessions  (no  medical  officer  being  present): 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  . 

147 

Number  of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers  . 

488 

Post-natal  Examinations  at  Ante-natal  Clinics: 

Number  of  mothers  who  attended  . 

186 

Number  of  attendances . 

442 

Gynaecological  and  Post-natal  Clinici 

Number  of  mothers  who  attended  . 

240 

Number  of  attendances . 

282 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  of  expectant  mothers  was  continued  during 
the  year  at  the  central  immunisation  clinic  and  also  at  the  district  ante-natal 
clinics. 

Expectant  mothers  have  routine  blood  tests  carried  out  at  these  clinics. 
The  tests  are  for  blood  grouping.  Rhesus  factor  and  Kahn  reaction.  During 
the  year,  400  specimens  were  sent  for  examination.  Of  these,  254  were  Rhesus 
positive,  141  were  Rhesus  negative,  5  Genotype  reaction  and  5  had  a  positive 
iKahn  reaction. 

Following  customary  routine,  the  patients  with  a  positive  Kahn  reaction 
Swere  subjected  to  a  confirmatory  Wasserman  reaction.  It  was  found  that  the 
iWasserman  result  was  negative  in  4  cases.  I  case  was  found  to  be  positive  and 
'.received  treatment  from  the  Special  Clinic. 
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Of  the  141  patients  who  were  Rhesus  Negative  in  type,  only  3  had 
Rhesus  Antibodies  present.  The  importance  of  this  test  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
doctor  in  charge  of  the  confinement  is  forewarned  that  the  baby  may  need  an 
exchange  transfusion  immediately  after  birth.  Rhesus  Negative  blood  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Centre  before  the  confinement, 
in  readiness  for  either  the  mother  or  the  baby.  Of  these  3  patients,  2  babies 
needed  to  have  an  exchange  transfusion.  In  one  baby  this  was  successful  but  the 
other  baby  died. 

Routine  Blood  Counts  and  Haemoglobin  estimations  are  carried  out 
at  all  ante-natal  clinics,  the  laboratory  work  in  connection  with  this  being 
conducted  by  the  Pathologist  at  the  St.  Helens  Hospital. 


In  addition  to  the  ante-natal  clinics,  a  Specialist  Clinic  staffed  by  two 
specialist  obstetricians  attached  to  the  Cowley  Hill  Maternity  Hospital,  is  held 
fortnightly.  Patients  are  referred  for  Consultant  advice  by  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Local  Authority  staffing  the  ordinary  ante-natal  clinics,  and  the  work 
done  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value.  During  1963,  64  patients  were  referred  to 
the  Centre  for  Consultant  opinion. 


Midwives’  ante-natal  sessions  at  District  Clinics  were  conducted  during 
the  year  as  follows: 


Clinic 

Patients  Attending 

No.  of 

A  t  tendances 

Ashtons  Green  Drive 

16 

16 

Carr  Mill  . 

25 

98 

Elizabeth  Street 

92 

342 

Jersey  Street 

14 

32 

Total  . 

147 

488 

Arrangements  have  been  operative  for  many  years  whereby  ante-natal 
cases  from  the  County  districts  adjoining  St.  Helens  may  attend  any  of  the 
St.  Helens  ante-natal  clinics  for  advice  and  treatment.  During  the  year  172 
such  cases  made  a  total  of  770  attendances  at  one  or  other  of  the  clinics. 


GYNAECOLOGICAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINIC.— This  clinic  is 
held  once  a  week  at  the  Hardshaw  Street  Centre  and  serves  the  double  purpose 
of  investigation  of  gynaecological  conditions  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
as  a  clinic  for  post-natal  supervision.  During  1963,  216  patients  visited  this 
clinic  for  post-natal  examinations.  Post-natal  supervision  is,  however,  also 
carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  the  outlying 
districts.  The  total  number  of  women  who  received  special  post-natal  super¬ 
vision  was  426. 

The  number  of  gynaecological  patients  attending  this  clinic  was  24. 

Patients  who  needed  operative  treatment  were  referred  to  the  out¬ 
patient  departments  of  the  local  hospitals. 
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At  this  clinic  patients  may  also  receive  advice  on  birth  control  methods 
when  such  is  desirable  for  medical  reasons.  The  following  statement  indicates 
the  number  of  patients  to  whom  such  advice  was  given,  and  the  reasons: 


Severe  debility  caused  by  frequent  pregnancies 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Mental  Instability  . 

Hemiplegia  . 

Cardiac  Disease . 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  . 


12 

1 

5 

I 

1 

1 

21 


Three  of  the  patients  attending  the  Gynaecological  Clinic  in  1963  were 
found  to  be  pregnant  and  referred  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  in  accordance  with  long-standing  arrange¬ 
ments,  28  cases  from  adjoining  County  districts  made  34  attendances  at  the 
i  above  clinic. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 
(a)  Nalional  Welfare  Foods  Scheme. 

The  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  national  welfare  foods  was  continued 
without  alteration  during  1963. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  uptake  in  dried  milk,  orange 
i  juice  and  vitamin  supplements  since  1961. 


Dried  Milk 

Orange  Juice 

Vitamin 
C.L.O.  Tablets 

1961  . 

21,190 

29,688 

4,072 

4,236 

1962  . 

17,016 

17,597 

2,399 

3,036 

1963  . 

14,479 

18,063 

2,280 

2,787 

64 


Table  M.C.W.6. 

Receipts  and  issues  of  welfare  foods  for  the  period  29th  December,  1962, 
to  28th  December,  1963. 


National 
Dried  Milk 

Orange 

Juice 

Cod  Liver 
Oil 

Vitamin 

Tablets 

1 .  Stocks  receive:!  from  Ministry  of  Food 

(a)  In  Hand  on  1/1/63 

1816 

1686 

352 

504 

(b)  Received  during;  the  period 

13779 

17964 

2196 

2620 

Total 

15595 

19650 

2548 

3124 

2.  Disposal  of  Stocks : 

(a)  Issued  against  coupons — 

(i)  paid  for  by  postage  stamps 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(  ii)  paid  for  by  cash 

11029 

16384 

1885 

2715 

(iii)  free  . 

1516 

1451 

395 

72 

(b)  Issued  at  full  fee  . 

1931 

— 

— - 

— 

Issues  to  public  . 

14477 

17835 

2280 

2787 

(c)  Other  Issues  . .  . 

2 

228 

— 

— 

Total  Issues  . 

14479 

18063 

2280 

2787 

3.  Returned  to  Ministry  of  Food, 

Damaged,  etc.  . 

14 

64 

3 

5 

4,  Stocks  in  Hand  2842/63 

1102 

1487 

265 

332 

The  issues  of  welfare  foods  from  the  various  distribution  centres  during 
the  period  29th  December,  1962,  to  28th  December,  1963,  are  shown  in  Table 
M.C.W.7.  Receipts  during  this  period  amounted  to  £3.063  19s.  2d.  cash. 

TABLE  M.C.W.7. 

Issues  of  Welfare  Foods  to  the  public  from  the  various  Distribution  Centres  1963 


National 

Distribution  Dried 

Centre  Milk 

Welfare  Foods  Centre  .  11128 

Albion  Street  Clinic  .  871 

Blackbrook  Clinic  .  278 

Elizabeth  Street  Clinic  .  652 

Hardshaw  Street  Clinic  .  39 

Carr  Mill  Clinic  1  1  3 

Jersey  Street  Clinic  .  250 

Lacey  Street  Clinic  .  660 

Nunn  Street  Clinic  .  448 

Ashtons  Green  Drive  Clinic  38 


14477 


Orange 

Juice 

Cod 

Liver 

Oil 

Vitamin 

Tablets 

9763 

1078 

1472 

1571 

261 

310 

468 

104 

59 

1058 

135 

132 

1170 

93 

358 

1156 

112 

114 

386 

69 

85 

1436 

237 

135 

607 

115 

90 

220 

76 

32 

GRAND  TOTAL 


17835 


2280 


2787 


65 
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(b)  Other  Welfare  Foods.  The  issue  of  proprietary  brands  of  dried  milk 
through  the  Council’s  scheme  for  mothers  and  infants  was  limited  to  special 
cases  for  whom  the  National  Dried  Milk  was  not  altogether  satisfactory. 
During  1963,  approximately  16,200  lbs.  of  dried  milk  were  distributed  through 
the  Council’s  Scheme. 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT 


Table  M.C.W.8. 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  Dental  Care. 


Examined 

Commenced 

treatment 

Completed 

treatment 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers _  „ 

-  —  . 

175 

159 

148 

Children  under  five  _  ..  . 

72 

70 

70 

(b)  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided: 


Scalings 
&  Gum 
T  reat- 
ment 

Fillings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Crowns 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

General 

Anaes¬ 

thetics 

Upper  or  Lower 
Dentures 
Provided 

Radio¬ 

graphs 

or 

Inlays 

Full 

Partial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

7 

23 

— 

— 

292 

48 

28 

8 

— 

Children  under  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

150 

70 

— 

— 

— 

MINOR  AILMENTS. — During  1963,  7  children  were  referred  to  and 
received  treatment  at  one  or  other  of  the  Council’s  Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 


CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. — Crippling  defects  in  children  under  5  years 
i  of  age  are  dealt  with  under  the  Council’s  Orthopaedic  Scheme,  which  provides 
S  periodic  supervision  by  the  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  the  Physio- 
j  therapist. 

During  1963,  1 1 1  infant  welfare  cases  were  dealt  with  at  the  Orthopaedic 

•  Clinic. 


DAY  NURSERY. — This  nursery  is  open  from  6.30  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 
Monday  to  Friday.  Accommodation  is  limited  to  children  whose  mothers  are 
1  working,  and  vacancies  are  allocated  in  the  first  place  to  essential  priority 
groups,  consisting  of  unmarried  mothers,  widows  compelled  to  go  to  work, 
wives  of  chronically  sick  husbands  and  wives  separated  from  husbands  or 
divorced.  Any  vacancies  remaining  following  placings  from  the  essential 
priority  list  are  then  allocated  to  wives  under  hardship  owing  to  temporary 
illness  of  the  wage  earner,  women  in  nursing  or  domestic  employment  in 
local  hospitals  and  women  in  certain  essential  services  such  as  public  transport. 
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There  was  an  outbreak  of  Dysentery  during  February,  odd  cases  of 
Measles  and  Chicken  Pox  during  the  months  of  March  and  April,  as  well  as 
colds  in  the  head  and  colds  on  the  chest  during  the  winter  months. 


Particulars  of  attendances  &c.  at  the  Hall  Street  Day  Nursery  during 
1963  are  shown  below: — 


No.  of  approved  places 

No.  of  children  on  the 

Average  dally  attendance 

at  Day  Nursery 

register  at  the  end  of  the 

during  the  year 

year 

30 

31 

22.7 

THE  CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS.— Since  1944  special  efforts 
have  been  directed  towards  preserving  life  in  premature  and/or  immature 
infants.  The  birth  weight  is  stated  on  every  notification  of  birth  form,  and  in 
those  cases  born  at  home  where  the  birth  weight  was  5  lbs.  8  ozs.  or  less 
a  special  visit  was  immediately  made  by  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives,  and,  if 
necessary,  arrangements  made  for  admission  to  hospital.  For  infants  remaining 
at  home,  special  basket  cots  fitted  with  special  lining,  mattress  and  bedding, 
a  Belcroy  feeding  bottle  and  hot  water  bottles  are  available,  and  have  proved 
of  value. 


During  1963,  37  premature  and/or  immature  babies  were  born  at  home 
and  a  further  116  were  born  in  hospital.  Particulars  of  these  cases  are  given 
in  Table  M.C.W.9. 


When  these  infants  are  discharged  from  hospital,  or  when  the  midwife 
has  ceased  to  attend  to  those  born  at  home,  the  Health  Visitor  concerned  is 
immediately  notified  and  pays  special  follow-up  visits. 


THE  CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS. — As  in  previous  years, 
special  consideration  was  given  to  the  care  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her 
child,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  admission  of  cases  to  St.  Monica’s 
Home,  Liverpool,  and  the  Mater  Dei  Home,  Blundellsands,  and  to  other 
appropriate  homes.  All  cases  of  unmarried  expectant  mothers  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Department  through  Health  Visitors,  Municipal  Midwives, 
Moral  Welfare  Workers  and  other  agencies,  are  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
in  charge  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services,  who,  after  investigation, 
decides  which  cases  can  be  dealt  with  at  home  or  through  local  hospitals,  and 
which  cases  can  most  suitably  be  dealt  with  by  periods  of  residence  in  suitable 
Homes.  The  mother  is  admitted  to  the  Home  about  two  months  before  the 
expected  confinement  and  remains  there  after  confinement  until  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made  for  the  after-care  of  herself  and  the  child.  During  1963, 
59  unmarried  mothers  were  assisted  under  these  arrangements. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  it  was  found  that  the  parents  were  willing  to 
keep  the  girl  at  home  during  the  pregnancy  if  some  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  the  confinement. 
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The  following  list  gives  the  places  of  confinement: 


Cowley  Hill  Maternity  Hospital  . 

.  18 

Whiston  Hospital,  Prescot  . 

.  25 

Parents’  homes  . 

1 

Diocesan  or  other  Voluntary  Homes 

.  14 

Undelivered  at  31.12.63 

Total  . 

.  1 

.  59 

Mothers  entering  Homes  are  assisted  by  the  Corporation  in  the  payment 
of  their  fees.  All  the  unmarried  mothers  were  helped  to  take  out  Affiliation 
j  Orders. 

Every  effort  was  made  in  all  cases  to  enable  the  mother  to  keep  the  child 
*'<  with  her  in  the  parental  home,  and  in  many  cases  these  efforts  were  successful. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  disposal  of  the  children  born  during 
I  the  year: — 


Cared  for  by  grandparents  while  mother  goes  to  work  .  20 

Cared  for  by  mother  .  21 

Seeking  adoption  .  5 

Adopted  .  3 

Parents  married  later  .  4 

Died .  1 

With  Foster-Parents  .  — 

In  Children’s  Ffome  .  4 

Total  .  58 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION.— The  Cowley  Hill  Maternity 
Hospital,  administered  by  the  St.  Helens  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  is  the  only  Maternity  Hospital  in  St.  Helens  and  has  a  complement 
of  50  beds,  which  includes  a  17-bed  General  Practitioner  unit. 

Throughout  the  year  patients  booked  for  the  Cowley  Hill  Maternity 
Hospital  at  the  Council’s  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  also  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
at  the  Hospital.  When  accommodation  at  the  Cowley  Hill  Maternity  Hospital 
i  is  not  available,  St.  Helens  patients  are  referred  to  Whiston  Hospital.  Emergency 
,  cases  are  admitted  to  Cowley  Hill  Maternity  Hospital  when  beds  are  available. 

: '  Patients  are  booked  for  hospital  confinement  when  they  come  into  one  of  the 
i  following  classes: — 

Abnormal  obstetrical  cases 
Multiparity 

Unsuitable  home  conditions 
Primigravidae 

When  a  woman  is  recommended  for  hospital  confinement  on  social 
nj  grounds  and  applies  to  her  district  clinic  for  a  hospital  bed,  a  report  is  requested 
;  i  from  the  district  midwife  regarding  the  suitability  of  the  home  for  confine- 
n  ment.  The  health  visitor  of  the  district  is  also  asked  to  report  on  the  general 
r  i|  family  conditions,  the  amount  of  help  available,  the  type  of  work  on  which  the 
i,  husband  is  engaged,  and  any  other  relevant  matter,  so  that  the  medical  officer 
q  in  charge  of  the  hospital  bookings  may  assess  the  case.  When  a  hospital  bed 
d  cannot  be  granted,  the  midwife  or  health  visitor  visits  the  patient  and  advises 
1 1  the  use  of  the  Home  Help  Service  in  appropriate  cases,  the  use  of  maternity 
1 1  outfits,  and  on  the  general  working  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

During  1963,  1,336  births  (931  being  St.  Helens  cases)  took  place  in  the 
m  Cowley  Hill  Maternity  Hospital,  455  St.  Helens  births  in  the  Whiston  Hospital, 
’  '  Prescot,  and  16  St.  Helens  births  occurred  in  other  hospitals. 
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XI.— MIDWIFERY  SERVICE* 

MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE.— The  staff  establishment  of 
the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service  is  fifteen  District  Midwives  and  one  Non- 
Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  staff 
deficiency  of  4  District  Midwives.  The  midwives  work  from  their  own  homes 
and  are  grouped  in  districts  to  allow  for  relief  duties.  The  following  table  gives 
a  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service 
during  1963. 


Number  of  cases  attended  555 

Number  of  live  births  .  543 

Number  of  still-births  .  1 1 

Number  of  abortions  .  2 


Number  of  cases  delivered  in  Hospitals  but  discharged  and 

attended  by  Domiciliary  Midwives  before  the  10th  day  152 
Number  of  cases  in  which  midwife  sent  for  medical 


assistance  .  141 

Supervisor’s  visits  and  inspections  .  520 


The  domiciliary  midwives  are  all  trained  in  the  use  of  Gas  and  Air 
Analgesia,  Trilene  Anaesthesia  and  the  use  of  Pethidine  drugs.  There  are  eight 
Trilene  apparatus  in  the  Midwifery  Service,  six  of  which  are  issued  to  the  teaching 
midwives  and  two  retained  at  the  Ambulance  Station  for  use  by  the  other 
midwives.  There  are  also  seven  portable  sets  of  Minnitt’s  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 
apparatus  kept  at  the  Central  Ambulance  Depot  which  are  made  available  to 
midwives  on  request. 

During  the  year  Trilene  was  administered  to  412  patients,  Gas  and  Air 
Analgesia  to  48  patients,  and  Pethidine  to  326  patients. 

During  1963,  2  midwives  attended  refresher  courses. 

During  1963,  by  arrangement  with  the  Local  Management  Committee, 
seventeen  pupil  midwives  were  trained  in  this  work  by  domiciliary  midwives. 
All  were  successful  in  their  final  examination. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  staff  of  the  Municipal  Midwifery 
Service  represents  28.2%  of  the  total  notifications  of  births  in  the  Borough. 
The  majority  of  these  mothers  wished  to  have  their  confinements  at  home, 
their  homes  were  suitable  for  a  confinement  to  take  place  there,  and  the  patients 
were  appreciative  of  the  services  provided  for  them  by  the  Municipal  Midwifery 
Service. 

INSPECTION  OF  MIDWIVES.— During  1963,  36  midwives  notified 
their  intention  to  practise  within  the  Borough.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  27  of  these 
midwives  were  still  practising  within  the  Borough,  and  of  these  1 3  were  employed 
by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  14  were  engaged  at  the  Cowley  Hill  Mater¬ 
nity  Hospital. 

The  supervision  and  inspection  of  midwives  is  carried  out  by  Medical 
Officers  and  by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives.  During  1963,  63 
visits  were  made  to  the  Council’s  midwives. 
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XII.— HEALTH  VISITING 

At  no  time  during  the  year  did  the  Health  Visiting  staff  attain  full 
establishment.  This,  of  course,  has  been  the  situation  for  many  years  and  when 
considered  against  the  background  of  the  continuing  expansion  of  the  social  and 
welfare  agencies  in  the  Health  Department  since  the  introduction  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  it  is  a  remarkable  tribute  to  the  excellent  work  performed 
that  the  development  of  these  schemes  has  been  so  well  maintained. 

For  many  years  this  Authority  has  trained  its  own  Health  Visitor 
students.  It  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  early  Authorities  to  do  so  with  the  result 
I  that  our  present  Health  Visiting  staff  has  been  entirely  recruited  through  our 
|  own  scheme  of  in-service  training.  Despite  this,  resignations  from  the  staff  have 
constantly  lowered  the  numbers  below  establishment,  and  over  the  years 
recruitment  and  training  have  barely  kept  pace  with  the  losses  due  to  transfers 
;  to  other  Authorities.  There  is,  of  course,  nothing  wrong  in  this  as  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  training  school  to  contribute  towards  the  general  pool  of  adequately 
;  trained  Health  Visitors,  but  one  is  acutely  aware,  at  times,  of  slight  variations  in 
)  conditions  of  employment  whereby  positions  under  other  Authorities  are  made 
'  attractive  to  prospective  candidates.  1  refer,  of  course,  to  provision  of  housing, 
i  assisted  car  purchase,  and  generous  subsistence  and  travel  allowances.  In  these 
:  matters,  the  smaller  Authorities  cannot  compete  with  the  larger  all-purpose 
.Authorities.  At  the  same  time,  this  Local  Health  Authority  has  reason  to  be 
i  proud  of  its  training  scheme,  and  this  was  extended  during  the  year  on  an 
j  experiment  of  training  Commonwealth  students.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
!  Committee  accepted  my  suggestion  that  Commonwealth  students  should  be 
:  accepted  for  training  and  the  period  of  one  year’s  service  required  by  the 
.  Authority  after  qualification,  lowered  to  six  months  in  the  case  of  these  students, 

:  so  as  to  enable  them  to  return  to  their  own  countries  where  there  is  such  a  need 
j  for  trained  nursing  personnel. 

I  have  commented  before  on  the  difficulty  of  complete  integration 
;  between  the  General  Practitioners  and  Health  Visitors  in  a  town  of  this  size 
rand  so  intensely  urbanised.  I  have  also  commented  on  the  fact  that  where  close 
r  integration  has  been  found  possible,  it  has  only  been  in  Rural  or  Semi-Rural 
.communities  or  in  towns  where  certain  areas  lend  themselves  to  specialised 
i  experiments  in  the  sphere  of  allocating  individual  Health  Visitors  to  medical 
practices.  I  intend,  however,  to  propose  a  solution  for  St.  Helens  which  may  in 
time  be  developed  to  suit  our  local  conditions,  and  that  is  by  agreement  with 
i  the  Local  Medical  Committee  to  base  groups  of  practitioners  around  each 
:  district  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.  Selected  doctors  from  each 
ri practice  will  be  asked  to  staff  the  ante-natal  clinics  where  they  will  see  not  only 
;i  their  own  patients  but  all  the  patients  in  the  area  normally  attending  the  Centre. 
By  this  means  they  will  be  in  close  contact  with  the  Health  Visitors  and  Mid¬ 
wives  for  whose  district  the  clinic  serves  as  a  natural  focus,  and  I  feel  that  much 
closer  relations  may  develop  between  the  members  of  the  Health  Department 
staff  and  the  practitioners  attending  the  clinic. 

In  order  to  succeed,  however,  there  must  be  maximum  co-operation 
ffrom  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  town,  and  a  positive  will  to  agreement 
between  our  colleagues  in  general  practice  and  the  medical,  nursing  and  welfare 
staff  of  our  Health  Departments.  A  great  deal  of  preparatory  work  remains  to 
be  done,  but  I  am  hopeful  that  there  may  be  a  development  of  such  a  scheme 
in  the  year  to  come. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  home  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 


during  the  year: 

To  children  bom  in  1963  .  1838 

To  children  born  in  1962  .  1808 

To  children  born  in  1958-1961  5355 

To  Persons  aged  65  or  over  .  160 

To  Mentally  disordered  persons  .  36 

To  persons  excluding  Maternity  cases  discharged 

from  Hospital  .  141 

No.  of  tuberculous  households  visited  .  426 

No.  of  households  visited  on  account  of  other 

infectious  diseases  .  1466 


Total 


11230 
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XIII.— HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

ST.  HELENS  DISTRICT  NURSING  ASSOCIATION 

During  1963  there  was  a  continuance  of  arrangements  between  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  the  St.  Helens  District  Nursing  Association,  for  the 
provision  of  Home  Nursing  under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act.  The  Association  still  retains  its  independent  existence  and  is  still  controlled 
by  its  own  Committee.  There  is,  however,  full  representation  from  the  Local 
Health  Authority  on  the  Committee  of  the  Association,  and  close  liaison  and 
administrative  association  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Nurses. 

The  staff  establishment  up  to  the  present  had  been  1  Superintendent, 
2  Assistant  Superintendents,  and  21  District  Nurses.  During  the  year  an  altera¬ 
tion  in  this  was  made  as  it  was  felt  that  one  of  the  posts  of  Assistant  Superin¬ 
tendent  was  not  fulfilling  its  true  purpose,  namely  that  of  adequate  district 
supervision.  The  situation  was  met  by  dropping  one  of  the  posts  of  Assistant 
Superintendent  and  creating  the  posts  of  two  Senior  District  Nurses.  At  the 
same  time,  in  conformity  with  proposals  under  the  10  year  plan,  one  new  post 
of  District  Nurse  was  added  to  the  staff.  The  final  establishment  resulted, 
therefore,  as  follows: 


1  Superintendent 

t 

1  Assistant  Superintendent 

2  Senior  District  Nurses 
21  District  Nurses 

Number  of  cases  attended  and  visits  made 
by  Home  Nurses  during  1963. 


Nature  of  Illness  Cases  Visits 

■  Medical  .  1,862  67,565 

Surgical  .  305  8,357 

i  Infectious  Diseases  . 17  125 

Tuberculosis  .  45  2,704 

j  Maternal  Complications  .  37  300 

Others  . 49  970 


Totals  .  2,315  80,021 


Patients  (included  in  above  totals)  who  were  65  years 

or  over  .  1,100  51,692 

Children  (included  in  above  totals)  who  were  under 

5  years  of  age  .  1 69  1 ,256 

i  Patients  (included  in  above  totals)  who  had  more  than 

24  visits  during  the  year  . 656  63,868 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  figures  above,  the  year  saw  a  considerable 
;  expansion  in  the  work  carried  out.  The  total  number  of  cases  attended  showed 
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an  increase,  namely  2,315  as  against  2,048  in  1962.  The  total  number  of  visits 
was  80,021  as  compared  with  78,501  in  the  previous  year,  which  marks  a  con¬ 
siderable  record  of  achievement.  There  was  an  increase  in  all  categories  of  cases 
attended,  with  the  exception  of  infectious  diseases.  Attendances  on  surgical 
cases  showed  the  most  marked  increase,  but  in  the  types  of  cases  attended,  those 
in  the  medical  category  showed  the  greatest  individual  total.  The  number  of 
patients  who  were  65  years  or  over  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit  was  again  high 
and  underlined  the  importance  of  the  availability  of  Home  Nursing  for  people 
in  this  age-group.  This  is  one  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  service. 

Comment  may  be  made  on  the  increased  number  of  home  visits  paid  to 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  Generally  speaking  these  are  cases  under  supervision  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  for  whom  antibiotic  treatment  has  been  ordered.  The  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  drug  is  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  General  Practitioners  by  the 
visiting  District  Nurses.  In  the  case  of  the  chronic  sick,  the  increased  use  of 
‘incontinence  pads’  has  proved  of  great  benefit  and  is  of  particular  benefit  in 
dealing  with  cases  of  advanced  age.  Issue  is  made  also  through  the  Association 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  family  practitioner  to  bedfast  cases,  not  neces¬ 
sarily  requiring  nursing  attention,  but  who  may  need  assistance  in  maintaining 
bed  hygiene. 

During  the  year  the  staff  position  remained  satisfactory  and  there  was 
relatively  little  staff  illness.  This  was  remarkable  in  view  of  the  extremely  severe 
winter  and  spring  when  travelling  conditions  were  at  their  worst,  and  even  the 
routine  of  normal  households  was  upset  by  fuel  cuts  and  disasters  in  plumbing. 
The  difficulties  under  which  the  Nurses  had  to  work  were  greatly  magnified,  but 
despite  this  their  calls  were  maintained  at  their  usual  high  standard,  and  generous 
tribute  should  be  paid  to  services  so  well  rendered  under  difficult  conditions. 

The  thanks  of  the  Local  Authority  should  also  be  expressed  to  those 
voluntary  members  of  the  Committee  who  give  their  time  and  energy  to  the 
work  of  the  Association.  The  relation  between  themselves  and  the  representatives 
of  the  Local  Health  Authority  are  those  of  mutual  respect  and  interest  in  a  cause 
which  so  well  serves  the  needs  of  our  community. 
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XIV.— HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  Home  Help  Service  operating  in  St.  Helens  provides  help  in  cases 
of  maternity,  sickness,  convalescence,  old  age  and  infirmity,  or  any  emergency 
in  the  household  due  to  illness. 

At  the  31st  December,  1963,  there  were  84  part-time  Home  Helps 
working  an  average  25  hour  week. 

During  the  year  the  Home  Helps  attended  644  cases,  223  of  whom  were 
new  cases  and  421  old  cases  from  previous  years.  An  analysis  of  the  cases  dealt 
|  with  is  given  below. 

Table  H.H.l. 


Approx. 

%of 

Total 

Cases 

Recovery  of  Fees 

Cases  attended 

No. 

Full 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Full 

Fee 

Part 

Fee 

Free 

Maternity  Cases 

Domiciliary  Confinements . 

16 

2.5 

13 

3 

5 

11 

— 

Hospital  Confinements 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Ante-natal  Cases  . 

2 

0.3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sickness  and  other  Cases 
Chronic  Illness  . 

63 

9.8 

— 

63 

11 

6 

46 

Acute  Illness  . 

20 

3.0 

— 

20 

9 

3 

8 

Tuberculosis . 

6 

0.9 

— 

6 

1 

3 

2 

Mental  Illness  . 

4 

0.6 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Old  Age  and  Infirmity 

507 

78.9 

— 

507 

48 

93 

366 

Blind  . 

26 

4.0 

— 

26 

2 

3 

21 

Total 

644 

100.0 

13 

631 

79 

120 

445 

Home  help  service  for  the  223  new  cases  during  the  year  was  recom¬ 


mended  by  the  following: 

Welfare  Services  (including  Pilkington  Bros,  and  W.V.S.)  53 

National  Assistance  Board  .  29 

Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  .  4 

District  Nursing  Association  .  3 

Hospitals .  16 

Personal  application,  neighbours  and  relatives .  95 

Private  Practitioners  .  13 

Society  for  the  Blind  .  3 

Housing  Department  .  7 


223 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  visits  paid  by  the  Home  Help 
Organiser  during  the  year: — 


397 

1285 

242 


Number  of  primary  visits  to  cases 
Number  of  return  visits  to  cases 
Number  of  visits  to  Home  Helps 


1924 


The  standard  fee  during  the  year  for  Home  Help  Services,  as  laid  down 
by  the  Health  Committee,  was  increased  from  4/0d.  to  4/6d.  per  hour  on 
27.5.63.  Reduction  of  this  fee  in  part  is  based  on  an  approved  scale. 

As  the  figures  show,  there  was  an  increased  amount  of  work  carried 
out  by  the  Home  Help  Service  during  the  year.  In  the  early  months  of  the  year, 
due  to  a  widespread  occurrence  of  respiratory  diseases  in  the  area,  there  was  a 
greater  demand  for  domiciliary  help  amongst  aged  people,  and  as  a  result  the 
staff  establishment  was  increased  from  the  equivalent  of  42  to  the  equivalent 
of  46  whole-time  helps.  The  resultant  addition  to  the  staff  rendered  it  possible 
to  deal  adequately  with  all  demands  on  the  service. 

As  might  be  expected,  there  was  once  again  an  increase  in  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  service  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with 
showed  an  increase  of  approximately  one  fifth  over  the  previous  year,  and  the 
increase  in  the  equivalent  of  whole-time  staff  from  42  to  46  Home  Helps  fully 
justified  itself. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year,  a  Night  Attendant  Service  vas  com¬ 
menced.  This  is  operated  through  the  medium  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service  and  provides  night  sitters  for  aged  persons  who  are  ill,  the  service  being 
available  between  the  hours  of  10.0  p.m.  to  7.0  a.m.  It  was  found  that  the  demand 
was  not  great  and,  in  fact,  only  two  cases  were  attended  during  the  year,  the 
full  fee  of  15/-d.  per  night  being  paid  in  each  case.  This,  of  course,  does  not 
present  the  entire  picture,  since  it  was  found  possible  in  several  of  the  applica¬ 
tions  to  advise  and  help  people  to  make  other  arrangements  through  voluntary 
and  other  means  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  sick  person,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  fact  that  the  service  is  available  if  required,  particularly  in  cases 
of  emergency,  is  an  essential  part  of  the  pattern  of  domiciliary  services. 


77 


XV.— INCIDENCE  OF  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

PERSONS. 

Welfare  of  blind  persons  in  St.  Helens  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Welfare 
Services  Committee  of  the  Local  Authority.  The  majority  of  their  activities  in 
this  sphere  are  undertaken  on  their  behalf  by  the  St.  Helens  and  District  Society 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  arrangements  for 
certification  for  registration. 


During  1963,  61  completed  forms  B.D.8.  were  received  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Of  these  27  related  to  blind  persons  and  33  to  partially 
sighted  persons  and  1  was  unclassified. 


(a)  Registered  Blind  Persons 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1963,  there  were  259  persons  registered  as  blind 
in  St.  Helens.  During  the  year  28  new  cases  were  added  to  the  register  (including 
3  cases  formerly  classed  as  partially  sighted  persons  and  2  transferred  from 
another  area),  34  names  were  removed  from  the  register  due  to  death  or  transfer 
out  of  the  Borough.  Thus  at  the  end  of  1963  there  were  253  registered  Blind 
;i  persons  in  St.  Helens.  The  following  analysis  gives  the  information  as  at  31st 
December,  1963,  concerning  the  number  of  blind  persons  of  both  sexes  accord¬ 
ing  to  age  groups. 


Age 

Age 


Distribution 

Males 

Females 

Total 

under  1  year  . 

— 

— 

— 

1-10  . 

.  2 

2 

4 

11-15 

— 

1 

1 

1 6-20  . 

— 

— 

— 

21-29  . 

.  2 

3 

5 

30-39 

.  5 

8 

13 

40-49 

.  13 

11 

24 

50-59 

.  14 

9 

23 

60-64 

.  7 

8 

15 

65-69 

15 

14 

29 

70-79 

.  27 

50 

77 

80-84  . 

.  13 

21 

34 

85-89 

.  7 

13 

20 

90- 

.  5 

3 

8 

110 

143 

253 

Educational  and  Occupational  distribution. 

The  following  analysis  shows  the  occupational  states  of  the  employed 
registered  blind  persons. 
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Males 

Females 

Total 

Education — At  school  ......  ......  . . 

.  2 

1 

3 

Not  at  school  . 

— 

2 

2 

2 

3 

5 

Employment — Workshops 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Age  16-20  . 

— 

— 

— 

21-39  . . . 

.  3 

1 

4 

40-49  . 

.  4 

1 

5 

50-59  . 

.  3 

2 

5 

60-64  . 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over  . 

— 

— 

— 

10 

4 

14 

Employment — Elsewhere 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Age  16-20  . 

— 

— 

— 

21-39  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

40-49  . 

.  2 

— 

2 

50-59  . 

2 

— ■ 

2 

60-64  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

6 

1 

7 

Thus  21  were  employed  during  the  year  (16  males  and  5  females). 

The  following  table  indicates  the  different  types  of  occupation  of  the 
21  registered  blind  employed  persons  noted  above: 


Occupation 

Pla 

ce  of  Emp 

loyment 

Total 

Work¬ 

shops 

Home 

Elsewhere 

Basket  Workers  . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Mat  Makers 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Brush  Makers  . 

3 

— 

- — 

3 

Cleaners  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Labourers  . 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Machine  Knitters  . 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Telephone  Operators 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Typists  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Machine  Tool  Operators . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Totals  . 

14 

— 

7 

21 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  position  of  the  remaining  227 
unemployed  registered  blind  persons  with  respect  to  training  and  capability 
for  employment. 


Classification 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  Training  . 

— 

— 

— 

Unemployed  but  capable  of  and 
available  for  work — 

Already  trained 

2 

2 

Subject  to  being  trained  . 

1 

— 

1 

Without  Training . 

2 

— 

2 

Not  Available  for  Work  . 

6 

23 

29 

Not  Capable  of  Work . 

14 

11 

25 

Not  Working  (all  over  65  years 
of  age)  . 

67 

101 

168 

Totals  . 

92 

135 

227 

Forty-nine  of  the  persons  registered  as  blind  also  suffered  additional 
I  disabilities  as  indicated  in  the  table  below: 


Mentally  Ill  . 

)\  Mentally  Sub-Normal  . 

Physically  Defective  . 

Deaf  without  Speech  . 

Deaf  with  Speech  . 

Hard  of  Hearing  . 

Physically  Defective  and  Deaf  or 
Partially  Deaf . 

Totals 


Males 

1 

3 

9 

1 

1 

7 


Females 

1 

12 

2 

12 


Total 

2 

3 

21 

1 

3 

19 


22 


27 


49 


20  persons  are  maintained  in  residential  accommodation,  i.e.  9  in  homes 
H  for  the  blind,  5  in  other  homes  provided  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assist- 
i  ance  Act,  1948,  3  in  hospitals  for  mentally  ill,  2  in  hospitals  for  mentally  sub¬ 
normal  and  1  in  other  hospital. 


1 1 :  (b)  Registered  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 

During  the  year,  33  completed  B.D.8  forms  were  received  by  the 
m  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  partially  sighted  persons. 

On  the  1st  January,  1963,  there  were  84  persons  registered  as  partially 
sighted.  Sixteen  new  cases  were  admitted  to  the  register  during  the  year. 
;i  Eleven  names  were  removed  from  the  register  for  the  following  reasons: 
:  i  Death  7,  transfer  to  register  of  blindness  3,  transfer  out  of  Borough  1.  Thus 
r ;  at  the  31st  December,  1963,  there  were  89  persons  registered  as  partially  sighted 
I i  within  the  Borough. 


so 


The  following  analysis  gives  the  information  concerning  these  persons 
by  age  groups: — 


Age  Distribution : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Age  5-15  . 

.  3 

1 

4 

16-20  . 

.  2 

2 

4 

21-49  . 

.  10 

5 

15 

50-64  . 

.  4 

3 

7 

65  and  over  . 

. 

.  17 

42 

59 

36 

53 

89 

Educational  and  Occupational  Distribution. 

The  following  analysis  shows  the  different  states  of  occupation  of  the 
89  partially  sighted  persons: 

Males  Females  Total 


(a)  Persons  over  16  years  of  age — 

(i)  Available  for  work  .  2  3  5 

(ii)  Not  available  for  or  not  capable  of  work  8  19  27 

(iii)  Employed  .  4  1  5 

(iv)  Undergoing  training  .  —  —  — 

(v)  Requiring  observation  only  .  19  29  48 

Totals  . .  33  52  85 


(b)  Persons  under  16  years  of  age — 

(i)  Attending  Special  Schools  .  — -  l  1 

(ii)  Attending  other  Schools  .  3  —  3 

(iii)  Not  at  school .  —  —  — 

(iv)  Ineducable  .  —  —  — 

3  1  4 


Totals 


si 


Particulars  of  Cases  Examined. 

The  following  table  shows  the  analysis  of  completed  forms  B.D.8 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1963  in  respect  of  classified 
Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  reg¬ 
istered  or  re-examined 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  Forms  B.D.8 
recommend : 

Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

BLIND 

(a)  No  treatment  . 

5 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) . 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

(a)  No  treatment  . 

5 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) . 

7 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  under 
(i)  above  which  on 
follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment: 

(a)  Blind  cases  . 

2 

1 

1 

(b)  Partially  sighted  cases  . 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Registered  Blind  Persons 

Of  the  27  registered  blind  cases  examined  in  1963,  23  were  suffering 
i  from  cataract. 
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Source  of  Notification, 

39  persons  for  whom  new  Certificates  B.D.8  were  issued  were  ascertained 
as  follows: 


Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Sighted 

Un¬ 

classified 

Welfare  Staffs  (including  Home  Teachers 
for  the  Blind)  . 

14 

10 

1 

Own  General  Practitioner  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unknown  Source  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Personal  Request  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

National  Assistance  Board  . 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Other  Lay  Source  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Hospitals  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Health  Dept . 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Total 

23 

15 

— 

1 

It  will  be  seen  that  Welfare  Department  Staffs  were  responsible  for 
25  of  the  39  notifications  received  and  of  those  25,  14  were  found  to  be  blind 
persons. 


Acknowledgment  is  made  to  Mr.  A.  S.  Underhill ,  Chief  Welfare  Officer , 
for  the  information  contained  in  the  above  Section. 


XVI.— GENERAL  PROVISION  BY  THE  HEALTH  AND 
WELFARE  SERVICES  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  HANDICAPPED 
PERSONS  INCLUDING  EPILEPTIC  AND  SPASTIC  PERSONS 
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The  welfare  provision  for  the  care  of  handicapped  persons,  including 
Epileptics  and  Spastics,  is  undertaken  by  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  of 
the  Council  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
on  24th  May,  1954. 

At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  434  persons  substantially  and  permanently 
handicapped  on  the  register.  Twenty-eight  new  registrations  were  affected  during 
the  year,  1 1  deaths  occurred  and  5  removals  outside  the  Borough,  making  the 
resultant  total  of  446  at  the  end  of  December,  1963. 

HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

(a)  Classification  in  relation  to  defect 

Details  of  the  numbers  and  classification  of  known  handicapped  persons 
in  St.  Helens  are  given  below.  These  are  classified  under  the  appropriate  Medical 
Research  Council  code  and  the  figures  shown  in  parenthesis  denote  the  numbers 
:l  who  suffer  from  dual  disabilities,  e.g.  deaf  and  partially  sighted,  blind  and 
epileptic,  etc. 


Table  H.P.l. 


Details  of  registered  handicapped  persons  in  St.  Helens 
classified  in  accordance  with  disability. 


DISABILITY 

Code 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Amputation  . 

A/E 

23(1) 

3 

26 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  . 

F 

18(4) 

20(3) 

38 

Congenital  Malformations  and  Deformities 

G 

24 

13(2) 

37 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  and  Genito-Urinary 
Systems;  of  the  Heart  or  Circulatory 
System  ;  of  the  Respiratory  System  (other 
than  T.B.);  and  of  the  skin  . 

H/L 

75(6) 

12 

87 

Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax, 
abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk.  Also 
injuries  or  diseases  (other  than  T.B.)  of  the 
upper  and  lower  limbs  and  of  the  spine  . 

Q/T 

66(11) 

14(1) 

80 

Organic  Nervous  Diseases — 

Epilepsy,  Disseminated  Sclerosis,  Polio¬ 
myelitis,  Hemiplegia,  Sciatica,  etc . 

V 

57(5) 

32 

89 

Neuroses,  Psychoses  and  other  Nervous  and 
Mental  Disorders  not  included  in  V . 

u/w 

26(1) 

10(2) 

36 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

X 

15(1) 

30) 

18 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Respiratory)  . 

Y 

— 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  Injuries  not  specified  above 

z 

25(1) 

8 

33 

Totals  . 

329(30) 

117(9) 

446 
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The  Welfare  Services  Department  act  as  liaison  between  statutory  and 
voluntary  services  so  that  the  registered  handicapped  persons  derive  maximum 
benefit.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Social  Centre  for  handicapped  persons  at  the 
Congregational  Hall,  Brook  Street  on  the  18th  March,  1957,  it  has  been  grati¬ 
fying  to  note  the  increase  in  the  numbers  attending.  At  the  end  of  1963  there 
were  56  handicapped  people  on  the  attendance  register  and  an  average  attend¬ 
ance  of  48  a  week  was  maintained.  During  the  year  canework  retained  its 
popularity  especially  with  the  men,  and  embroidery  was  the  most  popular 
handicraft  practiced  by  the  women.  Bedsocks  were  knitted  at  the  Centre  and 
were  purchased  by  the  Hostels  as  Christmas  gifts  for  the  female  residents.  It 
was  noticeable  during  the  year  that  more  interest  was  taken  in  the  social  activi¬ 
ties  carried  out  at  the  Centre  than  on  previous  years,  when  the  accent  had  been 
particularly  on  the  making  of  handicrafts.  It  was  also  observed  that  the  majority 
of  the  new  attenders  during  the  year  were  teenagers  whose  chances  of  gainful 
employment  were  rather  remote. 

During  the  summer  season  handicapped  persons  attending  the  Centre 
were  invited  to  two  outings  to  Rhyl  and  Morecambe.  In  February,  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  same  group  to  attend  a  pantomime  at  the  Liverpool  Empire 
Theatre.  A  Christmas  party  was  held  at  the  Congregational  Hall  where  tea  was 
provided  followed  by  entertainment  by  various  local  artists  who  gave  their 
services  free.  In  addition  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  provided  each  regis¬ 
tered  person  who  attended  the  Centre  with  a  Christmas  gift.  Three  taxis  are 
required  weekly  to  transport  the  more  severely  disabled  persons  from  their  own 
homes  to  the  Centre. 

(b)  Grouping  In  relation  to  employability 

The  following  table,  H.P.2.,  shows  the  grouping  of  the  446  handicapped 
persons  in  relation  to  their  employability.  These  are  classified  by  sex  in  the  five 
recognised  employability  groups. 

Table  H.P.2. 


Age  Group 

Employability  Group 

Code 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Persons  aged 
16  &  upwards 

Capable  of  work  under  ordinary 
industrial  conditions  . 

A 

198 

32 

230 

Incapable  of  work  under  ordinary 
industrial  conditions  but  mobile 
and  capable  of  work  in  sheltered 
workshops  . 

B 

63 

19 

82 

Incapable  of  work  under  ordinary 
industrial  conditions  and  in¬ 
sufficiently  mobile  for  work  in 
sheltered  workshops  but  capable 
of  work  at  home 

C 

7 

10 

17 

Incapable  of  or  not  available 
for  work  . 

D 

60 

56 

116 

Children  under 
the  age  of  16 
years 

Whose  needs  are  likely  to  be  met 
under  other  enactments  but  for 
whom  the  L.A.  have  a  general 
responsibility  under  S.29  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

E 

1 

1 

Totals 

329 

117 

446 
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Transport 

Motorised  tricycles  and  hand-propelled  wheelchairs,  together  with 
garages  and  a  concrete  base  for  the  garage  are  provided  free  of  charge  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  approved  cases.  Should  further  adaptations  to  the  site  be 
necessary,  these  are  carried  out  by  the  Welfare  Department,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
:  regret  that  the  Welfare  Committee  are  under  an  obligation  to  make  an  assess¬ 
ment  towards  the  recovery  of  the  costs  incurred.  On  the  occasions  when  the 
[adaptations  are  arranged  privately  by  the  disabled  person,  he  has  to  meet  the 
entire  cost. 


Adaptations 

Adaptations  to  premises  have  been  carried  out  at  the  home  of  six  disabled 
persons  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £174,  to  enable  them  to  live  more  normal 
?  Jives  in  their  own  surroundings.  Several  gadgets  were  purchased  from  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  Training  Department,  London,  to  assist  the  handicapped  in 
:  overcoming  their  disability.  On  each  occasion  approval  is  requested  from  the 
[  disabled  person’s  General  Practitioner  before  gadgets  are  purchased. 


j  Wheelchairs 

Wheelchairs  are  available  on  loan  from  the  Welfare  Services  Department 
for  a  limited  period.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  service. 

[  Car  Badges  for  Severely  Disabled  Drivers 

No  applications  for  car  badges  were  received  during  the  year  1963.  Since 
•the  commencement  of  the  Scheme  in  October,  1961,  application  has  been 
^received  from  11  severely  disabled  drivers. 


{Epileptics 


During  the  year  ten  epileptics  were  in  accommodation  provided  by  the 
;  Welfare  Authority.  Of  these,  five  males  and  two  females  were  in  colonies 
r  jadministered  by  voluntary  organisations  and  two  males  and  one  female  were 
;  in  accommodation  administered  by  the  Local  Authority.  There  were  thirty 
)  (seven  known  cases  of  epilepsy  registered  with  the  department.  Of  these  twenty 
)  Jseven  were  males  and  ten  females. 


Table  H.P.3. 


Number  of  registered  Epileptics  under 
Classification  V.  of  Table  H.P.  1. 


Employed 

Un- 

Employed 

Total 

Males 

6(1) 

21  (4) 

27 

Females 

1 

9 

10 

Total  . 

7 

30 

37 
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CO-ORDINATION  OF  THE  WELFARE  OF 
AGED  PERSONS 

Since  1954  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  of  the  Council  has  operated 
a  Scheme  for  the  Care  of  the  Aged  living  within  the  Borough.  During  the  year 
under  review  a  further  1 10  elderly  persons  were  registered  and  158  deaths  were 
recorded  of  the  registered  aged. 


On  the  31st  December,  1963,  the  department  was  responsible  for  the 
welfare  of  1,275  elderly  persons.  Of  these  217  were  in  residential  care,  165  Deaf 
or  Hard  of  Hearing  registered  with  the  Society  for  the  Deaf,  227  registered 
Blind  or  Partially  sighted,  8  were  being  visited  by  visitors  from  voluntary 
organisations  and  the  remaining  658  by  officers  of  the  Welfare  Department. 


During  1963  the  staff  of  the  Welfare  Department  made  6,361  visits  to  the 
elderly,  together  with  190  visits  by  voluntary  workers.  The  elderly  blind  were 
visited  in  hospital  by  the  Home  Teachers  and  the  elderly  deaf  in  hospital  by  the 
Chaplain  for  the  Deaf. 


Residential  Accommodation 

During  the  year  1963,  80  of  the  elderly  persons  known  to  the  department 
became  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  were  admitted  into  residential  accom¬ 
modation,  7  having  to  be  placed  outside  the  Borough  whilst  the  remaining  73 
were  provided  with  accommodation  in  local  hostels.  During  the  year  under 
review  3  aged  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Council’s  hostels  for  a  temporary 
period  to  enable  their  relatives,  who  would  normally  care  for  them  at  home,  to 
partake  of  annual  holidays  or  to  enter  hospital.  There  are  now  217  persons  in 
Part  III  Accommodation,  all  of  whom  are  visited  at  least  once  per  year  by  the 
Welfare  Services  Visting  Sub-Committee. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  placement  of  persons  in  residential 
accommodation  provided  in  compliance  with  Section  21(l)(a)  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

St.  Helens  County  Borough  Council 

70 

15 

145 

Other  Local  Authorities 

7 

— 

7 

Voluntary  Organisations  . 

37 

28 

65 

114 

103 

217 

Ashtons  Green  Flostei 

Ashtons  Green  Hostel,  Berwyn  Grove,  St.  Helens  was  officially  opened 
on  the  10th  October,  1963  by  Alderman  E.  Burrows,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the 
Welfare  Services  Committee.  The  hostel,  which  is  purpose  built,  will  house  60 
residents  of  mixed  sexes  and  contains  16  single  rooms  and  22  two-bedded  rooms. 
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Other  Services 

As  a  result  of  regular  visiting  of  the  aged,  many  instances  came  to  light 
where  the  needs  could  only  be  met  by  the  National  Assistance  Board,  National¬ 
ised  undertakings,  various  Corporation  Departments  or  Voluntary  Organisa¬ 
tions.  The  co-operation  of  the  Welfare  Department  with  all  these  services  is 
a  regular  feature  of  the  Scheme  and  in  this  manner  the  varying  needs  of  the  aged 
can  be  satisfied. 

I  should  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the  General  Practitioners  who 
have  willingly  advised  and  sought  the  assistance  of  the  Department  concerning 
their  patients’  welfare,  also  to  the  Clergy  who  have  at  all  times  attended  to  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  elderly  whenever  cases  have  been  brought  to  their  attention. 

!  Meals  on  Wheels 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  commenced  in  1 956  and  there  has  been 
a  yearly  increase  in  the  number  of  hot  meals  delivered  to  the  elderly  and  infirm 
i  in  their  own  homes.  The  meals  are  prepared  at  the  Council’s  hostels  and  the 
!  Town  Hall  canteen  and  are  delivered  over  four  days  per  week.  During  the  year 
i  under  review  Moss  Bank  Hostel  prepared  3,930  hot  meals,  Nutgrove  Hall 
Hostel  3,955,  Ashtons  Green  Hostel  499  and  the  Town  Hall  Canteen  1,996, 
i  making  a  resultant  total  of  10,380  meals. 

Transport  is  provided  from  three  sources — the  Rotary  Club  of  St. 
Helens  distributing  from  Nutgrove  Hall  Hostel,  the  W.V.S.  van  distributing  from 
!  Moss  Bank  Hostel  and  the  Town  Hall  Canteen.  On  those  days  when  the  W.V.S. 
van  is  engaged  at  the  Town  Hall  Canteen,  delivery  from  Moss  Bank  Hostel  is 
■effected  by  paid  taxi  service.  Distribution  from  Ashtons  Green  Hostel  is  also 
!  by  paid  taxi  service.  The  Welfare  Services  Committee  make  an  annual  grant  to 
i  the  W.V.S.  who  organise  the  service  for  reimbursement  of  transport  facilities. 

I  The  charge  per  meal  to  the  elderly  was  maintained  at  Is.  Od.  per  meal  and  the 
Traditional  Christmas  fare  was  again  available  without  cost  to  the  recipient. 

i  Launderette  Service 

The  concessionary  service  available  through  the  Bendix  Launderette  was 
:  continued  during  the  year  under  review.  This  entitles  pensioners  to  use  the 
service  at  off  peak  periods  at  a  special  reduced  rate  of  2s.  3d.  per  9-lb.  washing 
load.  The  service  is  available  once  per  fortnight  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays  at 
leach  of  the  town’s  launderettes.  In  the  case  of  housebound  elderly  persons  who 
cannot  attend  at  the  launderette  personally,  ladies  of  the  W.V.S.  collect  and 
deliver  laundry  and  during  the  year  over  1 ,000  collections  were  made. 

Protection  of  Property 

Where  an  elderly  person  is  admitted  to  hospital  and  no  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made  by  the  patient  for  the  protection  of  the  moveable  property 
contained  in  the  house,  protection  can  be  undertaken  by  this  department.  On 
the  death  of  an  elderly  person  where  no  satisfactory  arrangements  had  other¬ 
wise  been  made,  the  burial  was  undertaken  by  the  Committee. 

Wheelchairs 

The  department  has  fourteen  wheelchairs  which  are  available  for  use  by 
aged  and  infirm  persons  or  for  loan  to  relatives  who  wish  to  take  their  parents 
out  during  holiday  periods.  The  service  is  free  and  all  that  is  asked  is  that  the 
chairs  are  maintained  in  good  condition  when  in  use.  During  the  year  the  chairs 
have  been  continually  in  use. 
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Pre-paid  Post  Cards 

As  each  pensioner  is  registered  they  are  issued  with  a  pre-paid  post  card 
in  order  to  summon  assistance  before  the  next  visit  is  due  by  the  visitor.  During 
the  year  many  of  the  registered  persons  returned  their  card  to  the  department 
for  various  needs  and  degrees  of  urgency. 


Acknowledgement  is  made  to  Mr.  A.  S.  Underhill ,  Chief  Welfare  Officer , 
for  the  information  contained  in  the  above  section. 


Table  S.I.l. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  DURING  1963. 
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XVII.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  inspection  and  supervision  of  all  meat  at 
the  Public  Abattoir  and  at  the  private  slaughterhouse  is  carried  out  by  qualified 
meat  inspectors. 
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Cysticercus  Bo  vis  was  confirmed. 
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Table  S.I.l  gives  details  of  the  results  of  such  inspection. 

Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958,  28  licences  were  renewed 
to  slaughtermen  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 

During  the  year,  in  conjunction  with  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  26  specimens  of  glands  from  26 
pigs  were  forwarded  to  their  laboratory  in  Liverpool. 

On  examination  all  the  specimens  were  found  to  be  negative  for  tubercle 
bacilli  although  in  12  instances  the  films  made  showed  the  presence  of  acid-fast 
organisms. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  190  premises  were  registered  under  Section  127 
of  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  Act,  1933,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  meat,  fish,  or  other  food  intended  for 
the  purpose  of  sale. 

During  1963,  3,315  visits  were  made  by  Inspectors  to  shops,  stalls  and 
other  places  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored. 

The  pig  wholesaler  using  the  Public  Abattoir  discontinued  during  the  year 
but  the  occupier  of  the  Private  Slaughterhouse  in  Bath  Street  started  slaughtering 
at  the  Abattoir  in  November.  The  Private  Slaughterhouse  was  closed  as  a  result 
of  the  premises  being  included  in  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  made  to  allow 
redevelopment  of  a  large  Slum  Clearance  Area.  There  are,  therefore,  no  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  all  slaughtering  being  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Abattoir  in  Foundry  Street. 


Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926  and  Orders. — Infringements  of  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Orders  were  dealt  with  by  verbal  warnings. 

Food  Hawkers. — Section  47  of  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  (Electricity 
and  General  Powers)  Act,  1948,  requires  the  registration  of  any  person  (other 
than  a  person  keeping  open  shop)  who  sells,  offers  or  exposes  for  sale  food 
from  any  vehicle  or  receptacle.  The  section  also  requires  the  registration  of 
storage  accommodation  for  any  food  intended  for  any  of  these  purposes. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  42  persons  and  79  separate  sets  of  premises  were 
registered  under  this  section. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Clean  Food  Campaign 

During  1963  plans  affecting  48  food  premises  were  examined  and  reported 
on  to  the  Joint  Plans  Sub-Committee.  In  each  case  detailed  observations  were 
sent  to  the  persons  submitting  the  plans  and  their  approval  obtained  to  the 
additional  recommendations.  Visits  were  further  made  whilst  work  was  in 
progress  on  the  premises  to  ensure  that  the  recommendations  were  complied 
with.  When  the  premises  were  ready  for  use,  discussions  were  held  with  the 
occupiers  and  staff  to  see  that  correct  methods  of  preparation,  storage  and 
handling  of  the  food  took  place  including  the  correct  use  of  the  new  standard 
of  fittings  provided,  e.g.  double  bowl  sinks,  wash  hand  basins  etc.  This  pro¬ 
cedure  cannot  be  too  highly  praised  as  a  means  of  obtaining  a  high  standard  in 
food  premises  at  the  outset. 
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On  a  number  of  occasions  powder  dusting  equipment  was  employed  in 
food  preparing  premises  to  test  the  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  of  utensils.  These 
tests  provided  visual  means  of  impressing  the  staff  concerned  with  the  need  for 
thoroughness  in  this  aspect  of  food  hygiene. 

Special  emphasis  was  paid  during  the  year  to  the  problem  of  frozen  food 
and  other  cold  cabinets.  It  was  found  that  a  large  amount  of  time  had  to  be 
spent  in  advising  the  staff  as  to  defrosting  and  the  correct  loading  of  the  cabinets. 
All  too  often  food  was  stored  above  the  load  line  and  the  satisfactory  rotation 
of  stock  neglected.  In  self-service  shops  the  public  were  prone  to  delve  into  the 
cabinets  completely  disturbing  the  specially  arranged  contents.  Refrigeration 
failures  took  place  on  several  occasions  during  the  year  resulting  in  heavy  loss 
of  frozen  foodstuffs  and  necessitating  visits  to  be  made  to  ensure  that  the  stocks 
of  food  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

As  in  previous  years,  posters  and  literature  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  were  distributed  to  occupiers  on  the  occasion  of  routine  visits  to  their 
•premises. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  the  numbers 


and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough. 

Grocers’  and  General  Shops  .  497 

Butchers’  Shops  .  89 

Greengrocery  and  Wet  Fish  Shops .  66 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  74 

Bakehouses  .  49 

Snack  Bars,  Cafes,  etc .  45 

Industrial  Canteens  .  40 

Hawkers’  storage  premises  .  79 

Dairies .  13 

Ice  Cream  premises  (manufacturing)  .  3 

Miscellaneous  food  premises  .  — 

Licensed  Premises  .  159 

Registered  Clubs  .  53 

School  Canteens  .  41 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  16 

Food  Warehouses  .  16 

Market  Stalls  .  38 

Total  .  1 278 


Premises  registered  under  Local  Acts. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough 
registered  under  local  Acts  together  with  the  numbers  of  inspections  made 
in  respect  of  each  of  these  classes  of  premises: — 
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No.  of  No.  of 
Premises  Inspections 

(a)  St.  Helens  Corporation  Act,  1933 — Section 
127 — Premises  used  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  meat,  fish  or  other  foods .  1 90  290 


(b)  St.  Helens  Corporation  Act,  1933 — Section 
133— 

(1)  Premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and 


sale  of  ice  cream  .  3\ 

(2)  Premises  used  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  321  / 


429 


(c)  St.  Helens  Corporation  (Electricity  and  General 
Powers)  Act,  1948 — Section  47.  Premises  used 
by  hawkers  of  food  as  storage  accommodation  86  108 


Premises  registered  under  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 
Premises  used  as  dairies .  1 3  66 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Condemned  meat  and  offals  from  the  Public  Abattoir  are  disposed  of 
to  a  firm  of  animal  foodstuffs  and  fertilisers  manufacturers.  This  firm  has 
given  a  guarantee  that  no  raw  meat  will  be  sold  to  pet  shops  and  that  adequate 
steps  will  be  taken  for  preventing  the  meat  from  getting  into  unauthorised 
hands.  All  condemned  meat  and  offals  are  treated  with  a  suitable  colouring 
agent  before  release  from  the  Public  Abattoir. 

Other  classes  of  condemned  foodstuffs  are  dealt  with  by  treatment 
with  disinfectant  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  unmarketable,  and  are 
afterwards  buried  at  the  local  refuse  tip.  Canned  goods  are  punctured  before 
release  and  are  similarly  disposed  of. 

The  following  are  the  total  quantities  of  various  classes  of  foodstuffs 
which  were  condemned  during  the  year  at  the  abattoir,  or  in  shops,  etc.,  owing 
to  being  diseased  or  unsound: 


Meat  .  117,659  lbs. 

Canned  Goods  .  5,642  lbs. 

Fish  .  —  lbs. 

Vegetables  .  —  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  .  40  lbs. 


123,341  lbs. 


MILK  AND  MILK  PRODUCTS 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  these  Regulations: 

17  persons  as  distributors  of  milk  from  dairy  premises; 

305  persons  as  distributors  of  milk  in  sealed  bottles  only  from 
shops;  and 

13  premises  as  dairies. 
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Most  of  the  milk  received  into  dairy  premises  in  St.  Helens  is  delivered  to 
those  premises  in  sealed  bottles.  The  administration  of  these  Regulations  does 
not  now,  therefore,  constitute  a  serious  problem. 

279  visits  were  paid  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  these  premises 
during  the  year. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 

1960. 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  during  the  year  under  these 


Regulations: — 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 

“STERILISED”  .  285 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 

“PASTEURISED”  .  142 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 

“TUBERCULIN  TESTED  MILK  (PASTEURISED)”  .  102 

Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “PASTEURISED”  .  1 


Biological  Examination  of  Milk. — In  the  routine  examination  of  milk 
supplies  43  samples  were  examined  by  guinea-pig  inoculation  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli.  All  were  reported  negative.  34  samples  were  also  examined 
i  for  brucella  abortus.  All  were  reported  negative. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. — In  addition  to  the  samples  of 
milk  taken  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli,  46  samples  of  tuberculin  tested 
i  milk  were  also  taken  for  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test.  The  results  of  these 
.  examinations  showed  that  1  sample  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
i  required  by  the  Regulations. 

125  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  also  examined  for  the  methylene 
blue  (30  minutes)  test.  1  sample  failed  to  satisfy  the  test. 


Examination  of  Milk  for  the  presence  of  Phosphatase. — 125  samples 
of  milk  were  also  examined  during  the  year  for  the  presence  of  phosphatase. 
All  the  samples  passed  this  test. 


Turbidity  Test  for  Sterilised  Milk. — During  the  year  41  samples  were 
submitted  for  this  test.  All  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


Milk-in-Schools  Scheme. — All  milk  now  supplied  to  schools  under  the 
Milk-in-Schools  Scheme  is  milk  for  which  a  pasteuriser’s  licence  has  been 
'granted.  Careful  supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
)■  frequent  samples  are  taken  for  chemical  examination  and  for  examination  for 
i  bacterial  contamination. 
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The  number  of  samples  taken  during  1963  and  the  results  are  as  follows : 


1.  Samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  .  226 

Number  reported  below  standard  . .  nil 

2.  Samples  examined  for  bacteriological  cleanliness  .  9 

Number  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  .  nil 

3.  Samples  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  .  6 

Number  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  was  found  .  nil 


The  chemical  analyses  of  the  above  samples  were  carried  out  by  means 
of  the  Gerber  Test  at  the  Department’s  own  laboratory. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Cream 

In  conjunction  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  was  applied  to  12  samples  of  cream. 

6  samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 

Once  again  the  results  in  regard  to  samples  of  cream,  indicate  that  not 
enough  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  bacteriological  quality  of  this  food.  Either 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test  is  not  satisfactory  as  a  means  of  indicating  this  quality 
or  else  the  product  is  in  urgent  need  of  cleaning  up  bacteriologically.  As  the 
cream  in  many  cases  is  double  pasteurised  an  unsatisfactory  result  should  be  a 
rarity  providing  that  transportation  and  distribution  are  satisfactory.  At  a  time 
when  extensive  advertising  of  cream  as  a  food  is  being  undertaken,  the  sampling 
results  do  not  justify  this  food  being  priced  in  the  luxury  class. 

It  is  obvious  that  more  clarification  of  the  bacteriological  condition  of 
cream  is  required  and  more  sampling  of  this  commodity  is  necessary. 

Ice  Cream  Premises. — The  following  are  the  particulars  at  the  end  of 
the  year  of  registrations  under  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  Act,  1933,  of  manu¬ 
facturers  and  vendors  of  ice  cream  and  the  premises  used  by  them: — 


Manufacturers  and  Vendors  .  3 

Vendors  only  .  271 

Premises  for  manufacture  and  sale  .  3 

Premises  for  sale  only  .  290 


The  271  vendors  mentioned  above  sell  ice  cream  in  wrapped  packages 

only. 


119  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  These  samples  were  taken  from 
manufacturers  and  vendors  whose  premises  are  situate  both  inside  and  outside 
the  Borough. 

Results  of  Ice  Cream  Sampling 

Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 
12  3  4 


47  4  2  1 

43  12  64 


Producers  outside  the  Borough 
Producers  inside  the  Borough 


90 


16 


8 


5 
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A  number  of  vehicles  equipped  to  sell  soft  ice  cream  have  commenced 
trading  in  the  Borough.  This  type  of  retailing  necessitated  the  quality  of  the  ice 
cream  being  allied  to  each  vehicle  due  to  the  freezing  of  the  product  in  transit 
and  the  need  for  individual  sterilisation  of  the  plant  before  and  after  use  in  the 
vehicle. 

28  samples  of  Lolly  Ices  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  cases  where  comparatively  high  count  figures  have  been  reported 
for  certain  samples  the  attention  of  the  authorities  concerned  has  been  drawn 
to  the  results  and  in  all  cases  later  results  have  shown  an  appreciable  reduction 
in  the  counts. 

The  comparator  test  with  litmus  paper  was  applied  during  the  year  to 
33  samples  of  ice  lollies  as  a  check  on  their  pH.  value. 

All  vehicles  used  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  are  provided  with  satisfactory 
supplies  of  hot  and  cold  water  and  suitable  washing  facilities. 

During  the  year,  429  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  ice  cream  premises 
in  St.  Helens. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. — During  1963,  110  formal  samples  and 
206  informal  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  and  14  (4.4%)  were  reported  as  adulterated. 

One  prosecution  was  taken  during  the  year  resulting  in  the  offender 
:  being  fined  £5.  This  case  was  concerned  with  the  label  on  a  tin  of  food  being 
substituted. 

During  the  year  four  offenders  were  officially  warned  by  the  Local 
Authority.  These  cases  related  to  quality  of  milk  in  two  instances,  a  plastic 
clothes  peg  in  a  bottle  of  milk  and  walnut  whirls  affected  by  mould. 

Informal  action  was  taken  with  manufacturers  and  retailers  in  regard  to 
ten  samples  of  food  resulting  in  the  contraventions  being  remedied. 

The  Public  Analyst  also  examined  4  samples  of  untreated  milk  for  the 
presence  of  antibiotics.  All  were  reported  negative. 

Eleven  samples  of  fruit  and  vegetables  grown  locally  were  examined  for 
residues  of  pesticides  which  may  have  been  used  during  cultivation.  No  residues 
were  reported  on  them. 

Complaints  were  received  on  6  occasions  in  respect  of  food.  In  each  case 
the  complaints  were  fully  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken  with 
responsible  persons. 

The  Condensed  Milk  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  to  1948. 

No  infringements  of  these  Regulations  were  found  during  the  year. 
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Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations,  1962. — All  samples  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  were  also  examined  for  the 
presence  of  preservatives. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — 8  samples  of  fertiliser  were 
taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year.  They  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933. — At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
37  persons  entered  in  the  Local  Authority’s  list  of  persons  entitled  to  sell 
poisons  included  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List.  The  number  of  premises  con¬ 
cerned  was  83. 

87  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  and  no  infringements  of  the  Act 
were  found. 

Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941. — No  infringements  of  this  Act  were 
found  during  the  year. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  49  bakehouses  in  St.  Helens  and  mechanical 
power  is  employed  in  46  instances. 

137  visits  of  inspection  to  these  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. — No  cases  under  this  Order  were  reported 
during  the  year. 


Anthrax. — There  were  2  suspected  cases  of  Anthrax  reported  during 
the  year. 

Swine  Fever. — 3  cases  of  suspected  Swine  Fever  were  reported,  and  two 
were  confirmed. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. — No  cases  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  were 
reported  during  the  year. 


Fowl  Pest. — 3  cases  of  Fowl  Pest  were  reported  during  the  year  and  two 
were  confirmed. 
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XVIII.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. — The  water  supply  is  from  deep  wells  and  boreholes  in  new 
red  sandstone  at  Eccleston  Hill,  Whiston,  Knowsley,  Kirkby  and  Melling, 
supplemented  by  a  supply  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Rivington  Main, 
and  water  from  red  sandstone  above  the  coal  measures  at  Clock  Face  and 
Collins  Green.  The  water  from  the  last-mentioned  source  is  subjected  to 
chlorination  and  high  pressure  filtration  before  distribution. 

1 . — Water 

(a)  i  Two  trial  boreholes  at  Knowsley  and  one  trial  borehole  at  Haydock  are 
being  drilled  and  test-pumped  to  prove  the  sub-strata  for  additional 
water  supplies. 

ii  The  Carr  Mill  industrial  water  supply  scheme  has  now  been  completed 
and  Messrs.  British  Sidac  Ltd.  are  now  using  approximately  400,000 
gallons  per  day  of  this  water. 

iii  The  15"  watermain  in  Rainford  Road  has  been  completed  and  is  now 
supplying  additional  water  from  the  high  pressure  trunk  mains  into 
the  town  area. 

iv  The  following  new  water  mains  have  been  laid  in  the  St.  Helens  area 


during  1963: 

Location 

Size 

Lengthj yds. 

Dorothy  Street  Housing  site  . 

8" 

550 

6" 

12 

4" 

3724 

3" 

190 

Marshalls  Cross  Road  Housing  Site 

4" 

340 

3" 

78 

Scholes  Lane  . 

6" 

126 

3" 

19 

Broad  Oak  Road  . 

6" 

67 

3" 

108 

Lea  Green  Road  . 

3" 

226 

Glover  Street  . 

4" 

50 

Irwin  Road  . 

3" 

60 

Westfield  Street  . 

8" 

26 

Merton  Bank  Road 

6" 

126 

Warrington  New  Road  . 

6" 

20 

Rainford  Road 

15" 

5! 

Waterloo  Street  . 

3" 

36 

Glover  Street  . 

3" 

16 

Charles  Street . 

3" 

24 

Glamis  Avenue  . 

3" 

160 

Humber  Crescent  Housing  Site  . 

4" 

124 

3" 

43 
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Location 

Size 

Length/Yards 

Nutgrove  Hall  Drive  . 

.  4" 

30 

Green  Leach  Lane . 

.  3" 

216 

College  Street  . 

.  3" 

35 

Underhill  Road  . 

3" 

50 

The  principal  mains  extensions  carried  out  during  the  year  totalled 
6,507  lineal  yards. 

Some  31,680  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  (population  107,480)  were 
supplied  direct  from  public  water  mains  throughout  the  year.  There  are  no 
stand  pipes  in  the  area. 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity  throughout 
the  year.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  were  made  at  regular 
intervals  at  the  sources  of  supply,  and  at  the  reservoirs  prior  to  distribution 
into  supply,  in  all  cases  after  chlorination.  The  number  of  samples  examined 
during  the  year  was  489,  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition,  18  samples  of  tap  water  were  submitted  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  water  supplied  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

All  supplies  are  chlorinated  before  distribution. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  supervision  of  rivers  and  streams  in 
St.  Helens  is  carried  out  by  the  Mersey  River  Board. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 
During  the  year  work  has  proceeded  on  the  following  schemes: 

(a)  Main  Intercepting  Sewer  Reconstruction 

This  has  been  completed  and  the  new  trunk  sewer  now  replaces  the 
section  of  the  old  Main  Intercepting  Sewer  which  was  badly  affected 
by  mining  subsidence. 

(b)  Sherdley  Valley  Intercepting  Sewer 

Work  on  this  sewer,  which,  when  completed,  will  provide  facilities  for 
developing  areas  of  land  for  housing  purposes  which  have  hitherto 
been  outside  the  present  drainage  areas,  has  continued  throughout 
the  year. 

(c)  I  hatto  Heath  Intercepting  Sewer — Alexandra  Drive  Section 

A  length  of  this  sewer  was  laid  in  connection  with  the  development 
taking  place  for  Messrs.  Pilkington  Bros.  Ltd.  off  Alexandra  Drive. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— At  the  end  of  1963  there  were 
still  in  use  60  privy  middens  serving  94  premises,  and  140  pail  closets  serving 
118  premises. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection 

During  the  year  two  further  compression  type  collection  vehicles  were 
brought  into  use,  this  being  a  continuation  of  the  policy  of  replacing 
smaller  type  vehicles.  Further  bulk  storage  refuse  containers  were 
supplied,  the  total  in  use  now  being  82. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal 

Controlled  tipping  was  continued  at  Fleet  Lane  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  tipping  on  this  site  will  take  place  until  towards  the  end  of  1964. 
The  total  quantity  of  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  at  this  tip. 

(c)  100%  of  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  ACCOMMODATION.— The  scheme  for  the 
provision  and  maintenance  of  dustbins  and  the  abolition  of  ashpits  is  now 
in  operation  throughout  the  Borough. 

Staff  shortage  again  seriously  curtailed  that  part  of  the  programme 
:dealing  with  the  abolition  of  fixed  ashpits.  By  the  end  of  the  year  154  ashpits 
serving  280  houses  had  been  demolished  or  converted  under  the  scheme. 

TAYLOR  PARK  PADDLING  POOL. — 6  samples  were  taken  of  the 
: water  in  this  pool  for  bacteriological  examination.  Treatment  of  the  water  was 
carried  out  at  intervals  throughout  the  summer  months  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department.  7  samples  were  also  taken  of  the 
iwater  in  the  boating  pool,  which  is  used  for  swimming  during  the  summer 
'months,  and  1  sample  from  the  drinking  fountain. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION.— F  or  the  measurement  of  atmospheric 
pollution  in  St.  Helens,  the  following  observation  stations  are  now  maintained: 

Albion  Street  Clinic  .  Smoke  Filter  and  Sulphur 

Dioxide  Apparatus 

Public  Health  Inspector’s  Office, 

Hardshaw  Street  do. 

Carr  Mill  Clinic  .  do. 

Sutton  Library  .  do. 

Thatto  Heath  Library  do. 

Jersey  Street  Clinic  .  do. 

The  first  three  stations  are  maintained  in  conjunction  with  the  National 
Survey  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  being  investigated  by  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  A  fourth  instrument  required  under  the 
Survey  has  not  yet  been  installed  due  to  the  lack  of  a  suitable  building  on  the 
site  required.  All  readings  from  these  instruments  are  sent  monthly  to  the 
Research  Department  for  collation  and  statistical  use. 
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As  a  result  of  observations  made  on  the  limited  use  of  the  Lead  Peroxide 
Candle  and  Deposit  Gauge  all  these  types  of  instrument  were  withdrawn  from 
routine  use. 


To  augment  the  National  Survey  Instruments  and,  in  view  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  erection  of  the  Fidlers  Ferry  Power  Station,  to  give  some  indication  of  any 
possible  increase  of  pollution  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Borough,  a  further 
three  stations  have  been  set  up  on  the  southern  boundary,  each  equipped  with  a 
smoke  filter  and  sulphur  dioxide  apparatus. 


582  observations  were  taken  of  industrial  chimneys  during  the  year. 
In  3  instances  black  smoke  was  emitted  for  more  than  two  minutes  during  the 
half-hour  period  of  observation.  Representations  were  made  with  the  firms 
concerned  with  a  view  to  the  diminution  of  the  nuisances.  As  a  result  of  con¬ 
sultations  with  the  firms  concerned,  improvements  in  boiler  plants  and  furnaces 
and  in  their  operation  have  been  effected.  135  inspections  of  boiler-house  plant 
were  made  during  the  year. 


During  the  year  a  further  survey  of  industrial  plants  was  made  and  the 
attention  of  various  managements  was  drawn  to  the  date  when  the  seven  year 
period  of  exemption  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  ceased. 

Nov/  that  the  seven  years  exemption  period  allowed  under  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956,  has  expired  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  the  large  improvement 
in  industrial  plant  made  during  this  period.  Whilst  this  general  improvement 
includes  boiler  plant  the  major  step  forward  has  been  made  in  regard  to  process 
plant. 


By  far  the  greatest  single  factor  in  industrial  atmospheric  pollution  in  the 
Borough  before  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  the  large  amount  of  producer  gas  made 
from  coal  used  in  process  furnaces  of  all  kinds.  Whilst  certain  palliatives  had 
been  devised  previously,  during  the  exemption  period  the  use  of  producer  gas 
has  with  the  exception  of  two  furnaces  been  completely  discontinued  in  the 
town.  It  is  even  intended  to  replace  these  two  furnaces  in  the  future.  The  fuels 
now  being  used  are  coal  gas  and  oil.  This  change  over  in  fuels  has  meant  that 
the  previous  emissions  of  black  smoke  with  their  heavy  content  of  dust  seen 
during  the  burning  out  of  the  chimney  flues  has  been  stopped  and  replaced  by 
white  plumes  of  vapour.  The  amount  of  dust  deposited  on  the  town  has  thereby 
been  considerably  reduced. 


Another  notable  improvement  both  in  smoke  and  dust  has  been  the 
substitution  of  many  of  the  small  works  steam  locos  and  steam  cranes  by  diesel 
shunting  engines  and  cranes.  The  amount  of  pollution  thrown  out  by  these  items 
of  plant  bore  no  relation  to  their  size. 
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Factories. — 6  defects  were  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  23  instances  of  unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences 
were  dealt  with.  A  total  of  127  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  factories  during 
1963. 

Table  S.I.2.  gives  particulars  of  the  administrative  action  taken  under  the 
Factories  Act,  1961. 

Table  S.I.2. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors). 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 2,  3,  4,  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(n)  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

(ni)Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises)  . 

37 

6 

— 

288 

121 

9 

- 

42 

. 

_ 

TOTAL  . 

367 

127 

9 

— 

2.  -  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three,  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Re 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient . 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

23 

16 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

23 

18 

— 

6 

— 
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PART  Vffl  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature  of  Work 

SECTION  1 

33 

SECTION  1 

34 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers  in 
August 
list 

required 
bv  Sec 
113(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing  apparel — 

making,  etc . 

Paper  bags  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.— The  total  number  of 
visits  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  was  25,470.  The  nature  of  these  in¬ 
spections  is  shown  in  Table  S.I.3,  and  Table  S.I.4  contains  a  list  of  notices 
served  and  the  results  of  such  notices. 


TABLE  S.I.3. 

Number  and  nature  of  inspections  during  1963. 

(a)  Number  of  complaints  investigated  : — 

1 .  Housing  defects  . .  . . _  ]  084 

2.  Choked  and  defective  drains  .  . .  243 

3.  Emissions  of  smoke  .  29 

4.  Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  . . .  .  16 

5.  Miscellaneous  . .  .  150 

(b)  Inspections  re  Sanitation  and  Food  Supply  : — 

Dwellinghouses  inspected  . .  1 262 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . .  . .  .  .  41 

Houses — Let  in  Lodgings  . .  .  ......  . .  .  8 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . .  131 

Common  Yards,  Back  Roads  and  Passages  . .  . . .  140 

Pigstyes  .  . 64 

Horse-manure  Middensteads  ......  .  33 

Market  .  . .  72 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  . .  ......  . .  . .  56 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  .  .  1 87 

Schools  .  . .  . .  . . . .  — 

Ashes  Receptacles  .  10 

Smoke  Observations  . 582 

Steam  Observations  . 4 

Tips  and  Spoilbanks  . .  .  . . . .  .  65 

Testing  drains  :  By  smoke  ......  . .  ...._  ......  ......  _  ......  . .  75 

By  water  .  .  .  .  .  . . .  ......  61 

By  coloured  water  . .  . _  .  .  21 

By  breaking  down  . .  . .  . .  . _  53 

Smoke  Control  Areas  . „  .  _...  . . . .  7 


Carried  forward  2,874 
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TABLE  S.I.3 — continued. 

Number  and  nature  of  inspections  during  1963. 

(b)  Inspections  re  Sanitation  and  Food  Supply — continued  2,874 

Factories  Act,  1937  : 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  . . .  6 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  . _  .  1 2 1 

Workplaces  . 9 

Outworkers  .  3 

Brokers’  Premises  . . „  . . _. .  1 1 

Shops  Act,  1 950  . . „  . . „  482 

Fried  Fish  Shops . _  . „  ......  129 

Fishmongers’  and  Greengrocers’  .  . „  .  1 53 

Butchers’  Shops  . 337 

Grocers’,  Sweet  and  General  Shops  .....  . .  . .  .  1151 

Confectioners  and  Cafes  .  40 

Bakehouses  . 137 

Canteens  . .  .  . . .  .....  . .  . . .  1 49 

Public  Houses,  Beer  Houses,  etc.  _. .  186 

Food  Preparing  and  Storing  Places  . .  .  290 

Food  Hawkers’  Storage  Accommodation  and  Market  Stalls . .  . .  108 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts  &  Orders  .  3 1 

Dairies  &  Milkshops  . .  . . .  . .  .....  1 75 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . 429 

Samples  of  milk  procured  for  bacteriological  and  biological  examination  _  202 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream  . . .  —  1 19 

Samples  of  Ice  Lollies  . .  . . _  .  .  . „.  28 

Samples  of  drinking  water  for  bacteriological  examination  .....  .  44 

Samples  of  swimming  bath  water  for  bacteriological  examination  .  10 

Samples  of  cream  .  8 

Samples  of  other  foodstuffs  and  swabs  for  bacteriological  examination  _  4 

Samples  of  milk  and  other  foodstuffs  for  chemical  analysis .  .  587 

Samples  of  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  . .  8 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  .....  . .  . .  .  .  21 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933  . .  . .  87 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pe3ts  Act,  1949  .  4165 

Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  and  other  premises  for  vermin  infestation  _  614 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries  .  . . .  1 7 

Visits  to  work  in  progress .  . .  10586 

Visits  re  Housing — measurement  for  “Permitted  Numbers”  . .  .....  39 

Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Premises .  431 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Gauges  .  .  906 

Rent  Act,  1957 — Inspections  re  Certificates  of  Disrepair  .  5 

Inspections  re  Improvement  Grants . .  . .  72 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (interviews,  etc.)  . 3214 

Noise  Control  .  61 

Housing  Survey  .  22 

Waste  Foods  Order  .  64 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  .  5 


28,140 
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Table  S.1.4. 

Number  of  defects  for  which  notices  were  served  during  1963  and  notices 
complied  with  during  the  year  (including  outstanding  notices  from  previous 

year) 


Subject  of  Notices 


Insufficient  Water  Supply 

Refuse  accommodation  ....•••••• 

Dampness  arising  from  defective  roofs,  eaves- 
gutters,  rainwater  pipes  and  pointing  ... 
Defective  and  choked  drains,  closets,  cesspoo  s, 

etc .  . . 

Absence  of  proper  sink  . 

Unsatisfactory  yard  paving  .  .  ; . 

Filthy  or  verminous  condition  ol  premises 
Accumulation  of  manure  and  offensive  matter 

Other  housing  defects  . 

Excessive  emissions  of  smoke  . 

Miscellaneous  . 

Animals 

Contravention  of: 

Factories  Act,  1937  . 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960  . 

Rent  Restriction  Regulations,  1957  . 


Preliminary 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Number 

complied 

with 

2 

— 

— 

1169 

838 

732 

383 

118 

329 

12 

7 

5 

9 

9 

8 

8 

_ 

2 

10 

1 

10 

1501 

1146 

967 

14 

7 

11 

71 

25 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

295 

1 

— 

422 

3.... 

5 

3487 

2152 

2493 

Referred  to  other  departments:— 

To  Borough  Engineer. 

Choked  or  defective  sewers  . 

Choked  or  defective  street  gullies 
Defects — Town  Hall 

Accumulation  of  refuse . 

Flooding  in  unmade  passage 

Defective  street  paving  . 

Dangerous  structures  . 

Unauthorised  Erection  . 

Camping — Illegal  use  of  land 

To  Housing  Manager 

Choked  drains  and  housing  defects 
Overcrowding  . 


33 

16 

1 

3 

1 

1 

145 

7 

17 


79 

1 


To  Water  Engineer 
Waste  of  Water 


165 
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CHOKED  DRAINS.— During  the  year  572  complaints  of  choked  drains 
tf  w®rf  made  *°  the  Department.  Of  this  number  423  drains  were  freed  from 
|  obstruction  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department 
.[  thus  obviating  the  necessity  for  serving  notices  upon  the  owners 


I  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED 

BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 

I  Boro  ugh ffenS'Ve  1  rades-— There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the 

k  Douses-let-in-lodgings. — There  are  17  premises  known  to  the  Department 
P  to  be  used  as  Houses-let-in-Iodgings.  p  ulnent 

I  nature  Dunng  the  year  8  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  premises  of  this 


|  house  in0r0Bnoro°udg8hn8  H°"SeS-There  15  °*e  common  lodging 

,  Salvation1  VS  °WTk-  by  th®  CouJncil  and  administered  on  their  behalf  by  the 
’  a  tk  *  ^rmy'  fhls,  accommodation  was  purchased  and  improved  by  the 
.  Authority  to  set  a  high  standard  for  such  accommodation. 

| lodging-house  ^  ^  4'  V1S'tS  °'  inspection  were  made  to  the  common 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers.— There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 98  persons 
!  wa8s  19"  35  halrdressers  or  barbers’  and  the  "umber  of  premises  registered 

431  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 


Byelaws  with  respect  to  Nuisances.  —  These  byelaws  prove  very  effective 
.  for  the  control  of  pig-keeping.  There  were  26  persons  in  the  Borough  known  lo 

iwf.refnga8Hdfln  tKe  keepl"S  of  p,Ss’  at  the  end  of  the  year.  64  visits  of  inspection 
.were  made  to  pig  styes  during  the  year.  K 

St.  Helens  Corporation  (Electricity  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1948  Noise 
v  Abatement  Act,  1960. 

|  61  observations  and  interviews  were  made  during  investigations  of 

jcomplaints  of  nuisances  from  noise  during  1963. 

j  Noise  complaints  during  the  year  resulted  from: 

(a)  Noise  from  exhausts  of  powerful  compressors  and  impact  noises  from 
a  factory  adjacent  to  a  residential  area. 

(b)  Alleged  noise  from  an  extract  fan  in  a  factory  adjacent  to  residential 
property. 

!j  (c)  Alleged  noise  from  motor  cycles  on  premises  in  residential  area. 
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Noise  complaints  during  the  year  resulted  from: — cont. 

(d)  Alleged  noise  from  building  operations  in  premises  adjoining  com¬ 
plainant’s  premises. 

(e)  General  noise  from  factory  adjacent  to  residential  area. 

(f)  Alleged  noise  from  heavy  earth  moving  vehicles  on  land  adjacent  to 
residential  area. 

(g)  Alleged  noise  from  barking  dogs  in  residential  area. 

(h)  Alleged  excessive  use  of  loudspeaker  in  garage  adjacent  to  residential 
property. 

(i)  Noise  from  high  powered  fan  in  new  factory  adjacent  to  residential 
property. 

(j)  Vibration  and  noise  from  heavy  machinery  in  factory  adjacent  to 
hotel. 

(k)  Noise  from  powerful  compressors  and  fans  in  a  factory  which  works 
both  day  and  night. 

Some  of  the  complaints  could  not  be  justified,  but  improvements  were 
made  by  several  industrial  firms  and  considerable  noise  reductions  were  noted. 
In  one  factory  a  complete  change  of  the  shift  system  stopped  a  noise  nuisance 
occurring  at  night. 


OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. — Table  S.I.5  gives  particulars 
of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  above-mentioned  Act  during  the  year. 

Two  full-time  Rodent  Operators  are  employed  by  the  Department  for 
this  work. 

Shops  Act,  1950. — In  addition  to  statutory  duties  in  regard  to  the  ven¬ 
tilation  and  temperature  of  shops  and  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences, 
the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  in  St.  Helens  also  takes  responsibility 
for  those  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  lighting,  washing  facilities  and 
facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals. 

5  infringements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  were  found  during  the  year. 
These  were  dealt  with  by  service  of  informal  notices. 

482  visits  were  paid  to  shop  premises  under  the  Act  during  1963. 
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Table  S.I.5. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1963 


Type  of  Propci 

-ty 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Total 

1.  Total  number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s  district 

100 

31659 

140 

2725 

34624 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of : 

(a)  notification . 

53 

229 

3 

145 

430 

(b)  survey  under  the  Act 

15 

22 

12 

25 

74 

(c)  otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

27 

1094 

28 

346 

1495 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out 

656 

2000 

70 

1439 

4165 

4.  No.  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  . 

31 

132 

4 

63 

230 

(b)  Mice  . 

23 

16 

10 

69 

118 

5.  No.  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority 

55 

54 

3 

131 

243 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out 

58 

78 

4 

140 

280 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. — 56  visits  were  paid  to  places  of  public 
entertainment  during  1963.  The  condition  of  these  premises  throughout  the 
j  year  was  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

Mortuaries. — A  Public  Mortuary  with  post-mortem  room  is  maintained 
J  behind  the  Town  Hall,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  During  the  year,  249  bodies  were  received  into  the  mortuary  and  207 
post-mortem  examinations  were  conducted. 


Arrangements  for  the  Disposal  of  the  Dead. — At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  18.085  acres  of  land  available  for  burials  at  the  Borough  Cemetery. 
Of  the  land  adjoining  the  cemetery  available  for  extension  purposes,  consisting 
of  23.8  acres,  8.47  acres  has  been  used  for  the  Crematorium  and  a  Garden  of 
Remembrance,  leaving  15.33  acres  for  future  earth  burials.  During  the  year 
there  were  355  cremations. 

Swimming  Baths. — The  quality  and  condition  of  the  water  has  remained 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year  and  to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  this  quality 
weekly  bacteriological  samples  have  been  taken. 
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Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. — Owing  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  shortage  of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  no  samples  of  rag  flock  or  other 
filling  materials  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Housing  Act,  1957. — ■Slum  Clearance. — Sum  Clearance  work  continued 
under  the  current  five  year  programme  during  the  year. 

The  St.  Helens  (Gerards  Bridge  Nos.  2  and  3)  Clearance  Orders,  1962 
were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  May 
1963  and  the  St.  Helens  (Chancery  Lane  No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1962  was  confirmed  in  August,  1963. 

Under  these  Orders  179  properties  will  be  demolished  and  approximately 
189  new  dwellings  will  be  required  to  re-house  the  persons  displaced. 

During  the  year  seven  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee — Heath  Street  Clearance  Area,  comprising  8  houses; 
Springfield  Road  Clearance  Area,  comprising  24  houses;  Elephant  Lane  (No.  1) 
Clearance  Area,  comprising  4  houses;  Fenneys  Lane  (Nos.  1  and  2)  Clearance 
Areas,  comprising  13  houses;  Binney  Street  Clearance  Area,  comprising  16 
houses  and  Prescot  Road  Clearance  Area,  comprising  8  houses.  Consequent 
thereon,  the  Council  made  the  St.  Helens  (Elephant  Lane  No.  1),  the  St.  Helens 
(Fenneys  Lane  Nos.  1  and  2)  and  the  St.  Helens  (Prescot  Road)  Clearance 
Orders,  1963  and  the  St.  Helens  (Heath  Street),  the  St.  Helens  (Springfield  Road) 
and  the  St.  Helens  (Binney  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  1963. 

One  Closing  Order  was  made  during  the  year. 

Undertakings  to  demolish  by  the  owners  were  accepted  in  respect  of  40 
houses  and  certificates  of  unfitness  were  given  in  respect  of  23  houses  owned  by 
the  Authority. 

Inspections  were  commenced  on  the  extensive  Park  Road  No.  2  Clear¬ 
ance  Scheme,  the  first  areas  of  which  are  expected  to  be  represented  in  1964. 

Demolition  and  re-housing  continued  during  the  year  as  follows: 


Houses 

Persons 

Families 

demolished 

Re-housed 

Re-housed 

(1)  Clearance  Areas  . 

91 

491 

146 

(2)  Undertakings  to  demolish  by 
owners 

17 

20 

8 

(3)  Certificates  of  unfitness  by 

M.O.H . 

2 

40 

6 

(4)  Prefabricated  bungalows 

5 

34 

1 1 

115 

585 

171 

109 


XIX.— HOUSING. 


Housing 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  erected  during  1963  in  the  various 
wards  of  the  Borough. 


(Local 

N.E.  S.E. 

C. 

N.W.  S.W.  H. 

E.S. 

W.S. 

P. 

M.B. 

Total 

Authority 

—  — 

73 

—  - —  — 

10 

— 

30 

— 

113 

:  Private 

Enterprise 

—  3 

— 

2  —  1 

56 

17 

3 

12 

94 

(2)  Total  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year  within  the 


Borough: — 

(a)  with  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts 

(i)  Local  Authority  in  Borough  .  1 1 3 

Local  Authority  Out  of  Borough  .  161 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  .  — 

(b)  without  State  assistance 

(i)  Local  Authority  .  — 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  .  94 


iRent  Act,  1957 

The  following  are  particulars  of  applications  received  under  this  Act 


'during  the  year: — 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair .  1 1 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates  .  — - 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  .  6 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  .  5 

(4)  Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  landlords  .  6 

(5)  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued .  1 1 


(6)  Applications  by  landlords  for  cancellation  of  Certifi¬ 

cates  .  — 

(7)  Objection  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  Certificates  .  — 

(8)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  .  1 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  certificates 

in  spite  of  objection  . 


. 

...  •.  ' 


» 


V 


